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LIVELIHOODS OF ADIyage
IN INDIA i

Continuing marginalisatiop

G. Muralidbar

India is home to more than 60 million Adivasis (Scheduled Tribeg - ST
tribal people, also known as Indigenous people), spread out the entire,
country. About half of them live in pockets in the hills and forests with
them as majority and the remaining half live in the plains, both rurs]
and urban. Most STs in urban areas have settled in mainstream livelj-
hoods like any non-tribal, barring a few traditional craftsmen. The STs
in rural plains pursue mixed livelihoods, predominantly dependent on
agriculture, wage labour and small artisanal activities around forest
products. The STs in the hills and forests have livelihoods built around.
forests and other natural resources. The discussion here is focused on
these STs in the hills and forests and their livelihoods.

Forest is the life line for millions of tribal people. It is so intertwined
FR in every aspect of their lives that tribal people and forest are insepara-
LGS ble. Whether as deities whom they revere and celebrate, their music and
instruments, the way their houses are built or the way they go about with
their livelihoods, all vibrates with the spirit of life echoed in the forest.

Most of them have some land. They pursue sustainable and subsis-
tence farming. They protect forests and biodiversity. They access nof-
timber forest produce including medicinal herbs for their local use an
sale in the local markets. There are efforts to ‘tap’ the biodiversity for the
mainstream. However, they are not able to realise even 25 per cent of the
f consumer rupee. Here and there, livestock-dependent livelihoods are also
rf: ! pursued. There are a few who still persist with hunter-gatherer living.
i

Critically, resource-rich tribal people are living a life of subsis”
tence and hand-to-mouth existence. They are caught in the ‘trap’
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der-trader. As they exist in the margins of the mains

ney' [ diversi :
w0t ial and cultural diversity and geographic remoteness, most

¢ream 1ESOUICES elude them or come with extremely unfair terms

. otre <1 :
ains® T financial inclusion/formal credit, inf

i . . t, infrastructure, a
Thes: tlechﬂf’l ogYs information and knowledge, aggregated denel,angi;;o&

prid l appropriate institutiona'l architectures, local value-ad dition
supp’y o consumer market and linkages. )

True, there are mul_tiple Frlbes and all of tth do not go about their
fives and livelihoods ldent}cally. True, t.h.elr lives and livelihoods have
[;een impacted by .the i POI‘CICS, processes and influences.
Consumption habits and food hablts. are changing. Trading-in and
therefore, wage f:mplo.yment, <.30I'nmerc1_al farming and seasonal migra-
ion are increasing. .the.racy is increasing and the new generation is
seeking alternative llV'CllhOOdS outside and locally. Unemployment is
increasing with changing landscapg and pressures on land, water and
forests. A new self-employed class is emerging within their ranks.

Along with Integrated Tribal Development Agencies/Projects, Tribal
Corporations and Tribal Welfare Departments, National Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission is unveiling special efforts to evolve and support per-
spective plans at the state level to augment and enhance the livelihoods
of the STs comprehensively and significantly. (i i

aocess b

Livelihoods of Adivasis in India

Referred to as Scheduled Tribes in the Constitution, 700 tribal com-
munities constitute more than 8 per cent of India’s population (more
than 100 million) and are spread across the country. The majority
of them live in and around hills/hill slopes and forests and exclusive
habitations, the remaining people live in the plains - urban, suburban
and plain rural areas.! Major tribes include Andamanese, Bodos, Bhils,
Chakma, Chenchu, Dhodia Tribes of Gujarat, Gonds, Koya, Khasis,
Aboriginal people of Lakshadweep, Kurichiya, Kurumbar, Tripuris,
Mizos, Mundaris, Nagas, Nicobarese, Oraon, Santhals, Todas, Mal-
dharis of Gujarat, Cholanaikkan, Warli, Kisan Tribe, Dongria Kondh,
Bonda, Kutia Kondh, Bishapus A’Mishapus etc.

Profile of tribal communities

STS_ (8 per cent of India) live on 15 per cent of Indian area spann.ing
various geo-climatic terrains ~ forests, hills, coastal areas and Plalqs.
he largest concentration (about 70 per cent of Indian STs) lives.in

179




G. MURALIDHAR

the hilly areas of Central India (Madhya Pradegp ..
lesser extent, Andhra Pradesh); in this belt, whic}, e brlssa ang,
Narmada River to the north and the Godavari River tootlgnded by 'tl: |
tribal peoples occupy the slopes of the region’s mouma‘e sout eas:
concentration lives in a belt along the Himalayag Stretc‘hlps" NOthe,
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttar py, deshl?g thrOugh
to Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizorn the Wegt
pur and Nagaland in the northeast. Other STs, the San¢ als} lii[en" Map;
and West Bengal. There are smaller numbers of trihy] b lelr_1 B‘har
nataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala, in western India in Gujar e?t a‘“(li Kar. |
asthan and in the union territories of Lakshadweep and the o r:ld Raj.
and Nicobar Islands. It may be noted that some states like Mi;
Nagaland, etc. are entirely (almost 90 per cent) tribal. Also, there
regions within the state, districts, subdistrict areas, and clusters W?trﬁ
mostly tribal population; 187 out of 645 districts in the country g,
considered as tribal districts. .
Tribal communities live in relative isolation of the mainstream.They
live a simple life in harmony with their environment. They use oy,
level technologies and sustain natural resources. They have evolyed |
their own distinct myriad ways of living, cultures, languages and relj-
+ il gions. Their economy is predominantly subsistence and/or low-value
. economy. Given this situation, in order to protect the social, cultural
and land rights of the tribal communities in Scheduled Areas, special
provisions, policies and regulations are available in Scheduled Areas.
These include prohibition of transfer of tribal land to non-tribals and
‘ restricted moneylending business.
TEEE Further, their indicators of ‘development’ are low — low nutrition,
g P high mortality rates, low literacy etc. STs are amongst the poorest in |
the country. While most of them are considered vulnerable, half of the !
STs are considered below poverty line. Overall Literacy (47 per cent)
and Female literacy (34 per cent) are way below the national averages.
Infant mortality rate at 36 is way above the national average of 18.
Thus the disparities between the tribal and non-tribal sections of the
population cut across various development indicators. However, Grf)SS
Enrolment amongst STs, as in other communities, has been increasing
over the years. Their education levels are going up and mainstream
employment is increasing, albeit slowly. Interestingly, sex ratio among
ST communities (977 females for every 1,000 males) is more favour”
able than the national average.
It is to be noted here that tribal communities in the country are at
different stages of development — both across the tribes and within each

dMap \
Oram’ |

s

180 1

et
. —— e ‘ ‘
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of them pulled themselves into mg;
. SO e livelihoods no diff Mainstrea v |
it ., and ursu a8 erent from that of no ays and Jeag
e o . e are some who n-tri
: e 1 e and are stru l.ave been pushed oy (,Ttl?bals'At the
s e m ways re struggling to cope with the grated) ingo
Jing P ulation, low erEe) Z“d hunter gatherer subsisienge gt
five SUC cort m%glseshge ferred to as ‘primitive triba] gro?lce"scvmt)'-
pave b° 'demlﬁe ath g‘{.n to be more backward andpls f(PTGS),
2 ainstrear® than other ST communities. Certain tribal elt out of
o i avees and peric il E communies
WE ., jgriculture: Some tribal communities such as t}“1:;:3:30![1)11n.antly
. : 1 < m
’ anlike 8 typxgal tribal community, are at the forefront of dadas of
ment within the £ bal communities and pursue livelihoods aro ;VClOP-
and Jivestock gnd wage labour. Within all tribal c0mmunju-n farm-
_community dlfff:‘rences. All the members are not att:fls, there
e are resource-rich and some are otherwise. Still, a si ¢ same
rwise. Still, a significant

of STs are still dependent on forests for their livelihoods,

level. Som

Livelihoods framework

[n this context; this chapter discusses the trends not goi

into the numbers) 1n livelihoods of the tribal cémmﬁgsggs'uﬁt?ﬁh
help of the livelihoods framework. The livelihoods framework hel :
in understanding the elements (dimensions, capitals and contexts wilt’l:
their interrelationships) and complexity of portfolio of livelihoo,ds of
2 household/community and the support systems/ecosystem required
for these livelihoods to be pursued/practiced. The livelihoods frame-
work, when applied to a context, identifies gaps and opportunities and

indicates scope for further interventions.
Livelihoods have four characteristics: income, expenditure (money,

rime and energy), employment and risk.

arious forms and through various
he household depends on the set
has. Further, the income of the
be in the form of Wages, it can
and services as well that may
d/or could be converted Into

o A household earns income in V
means. Usually, the income of t
of knowledge-skills-resources it
household need not necessarily
come in the form of produce/goods
meet the needs of the household an
monetary income. W '

* A household has to spend on basic needs such as food, cloth-
ing, shelter and water as well as other needs as education, health,
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transport and entertainment, Sq
and organising other social gath
considered while analysing the ¢

income, expenditure also is not always i, Mone Ouseholdﬁ%
payment to meet the expenditure capy be thrg ary o, Uk,
goods and services. Further, time ang €nergy areu : Prog
* Employment refers to the time or number of 4o alsg Spene.
engaged in some activity or the other jp the POrtfgls- a ousehold-
of the household. The employmen¢ depends lo of liveliho i
resources available and the ecological and envirorizn Its sk o
* Risks are the vulnerabilities the household ha¥'ed fenta! COntey,
- ofits livelihoods. Risks are present in every liVelih%a;e in Purg,
the degrees of risk vary. These vulnerabilities are acCeactm w |
the environment, technological, financia] contexts of I:ltlllated B |
hold. The impact of the risks on the household de ende houge.,
risk-mitigating strategies adopted by the household, g, S on th
even a minor illness can send a poor household into dj
lacks access to qualitative healthcare

: . Further, the loca
) context and lack of health insurance augments the j

illness on the household.

el‘lngs, thou h as

. Mgy
Xpenditure (¢ anot e axllagﬁ

Wi 34

Sarray g,
| eco.logical
Mpact of the

All livelihoods interventions aim to
expenditure, increase employment and d
o work, these characteristics are known as
k1403 desired direction they are to move in.
SEpkAlee Livelihoods of a household de
L can be broadly classified into sjx
‘ human, financial and spiritual.

Increase income, decrease
ecrease risks. In the frame-
four arrows by virtue of the

pend on resources or capitals which
categories — natural, physical, social,

* Natural capital refers to natural resources available to the house-

£ Mgt hold to carry about 2 particular livelihood. This would include
{4 | land, water, forest, air, etc. |
\
|

{433 * Physical capital com

' roads, buildings and
in their work.

* Social capital entails the

prises man-made physical structures such as
also machines and appliances that aid humans

support one receives due to kinship/
{61 1 relationship with other individuals and institutions in society.

® Human capital essentially consists of the skills, knowledge, abili-
3 ties and aptitude possessed by a person.

* Financial capital enables 2 household to obtain goods and also aids
production (investment). There are two components of financial
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iy
e m— s O it pema—

Jpital - stock (the amount of financial capital availapje with the
;OI:I sehold at any given point of time) and flow (the financial capi.
al the household ee}rns).

Lastlys spiritual c.apltal re_fgrs to the: quest present in the household
o seek better living conditions. This drive is essential for the other
Tiit als to be tapped fully.

1]
il
i
i
?

The livelihoods a household pursues are inﬂgenced by the avail-
bty and aCCCSSl'blllty. to these capitals, th_e variety of capitals at its
isposal and also its ‘ablllty to tap these capitals to its advantage,
Further, these capltal§ as well as t'h.e households exist in a context
chat affects the aval-lablllt.y,. a}ccessxbllxty -ar?d use of the capitals. The
context allows certain activities and prohibits certain activities despite
the presence of required capntal§. Though the context is a unified
whole, for the purpose of analysis, the context is understood in four
interrelated spheres — Environmental and Ecological Context, Techno-
economic, Distribution and Investment and Expenditure Contexts.

o The environmental and ecological context refers to the larger
environmental and social context the household exists in.

o The techno-economic context is the technical know-how available
with the household to tap the capitals effectively.

o The distribution pattern of resources, infrastructure, wealth,
knowledge, etc. in a society also affects the livelihood choices of a
household.

o The investment and expenditure patterns of the household affect
its livelihoods. Investment in production, health, food, education,
insurance, employment is relevant in this context. The investment
may not yield immediate results but may aid the households in
pursuing or sustaining its livelihoods in the long run.

When livelihoods are thus understood, it is easier to identify the grey
areas in the livelihoods being pursued by the household and plan inter-
ventions accordingly. These, then, could be consolidated upwards for
making policy decisions and interventions on one hand and launching
major programmes.

Understanding major Adivasi livelihoods

Adivasi Livelihoods, or Livelihoods of STs, when analysed using .the
livelihoods framework, reveal how the social, economic and political
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injustices meted out t0 them have adversely ang
the collapse of their traditional livelihoods and ¢

to the 2001 Census, 81 per cent of STs are engaged i, CCorg;
sector — this includes Non-timber Forest Produce (NTFpthe prirnang
agriculture, livestock rearing, daily wage labour, etc, In fco“ecﬁo;}'
collection is significant in the portfolio of livelihoods fo, i ct, Ny
cent of the tribal population in the country. Cons; derabl:arly 70 pe,
STs also feed themselves through seasonal migration, Numpy, 2

Thus, the Adivasi livelihoods triumvirate is NTEP, farm;

culture, horticulture and livestock and agriculture wage labl:g (agri.
migration. Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employmen, ér), ang
tee Act (MGNREGA) is also providing some employmen; o t}?ara
Only a tiny proportion of STs are outside of these four “Veli}: STy,
spheres. These include petty business, artisanal activities and Serv?c:ds

iffeVErsibl

A primary study (carried out by us two years ago) in 15 tribg]
villages across five states reveals that the tribal villages remajy
remote and important service institutions like school, bealth cen-
tre, veterinary sub-centre, anganwadi etc., are not in the acces-
sible distance to the people in 50 per cent of the villages.

Major sources of income of the select families include NTFP
Collection, Wage Labour, Agriculture and Livestock rearing,
MGNREGA and other activities in that order. However, about
30 per cent of the days in a year on which they are not able to
do any work.

Men and women share responsibility in livelihoods activity.
However, women work at least three to four hours more in a day
when compared to men.

More than 50 per cent the expenditure has been on food and
liquor.

NTEP collection

It is revealing to note that the 187 tribal-dominated districts have 60 per
cent of India’s forest cover (India has a forest cover of 23.28 per cent
which is about 77 million hectares and the six major types of for-
ests identified in India are moist tropical, dry tropical, subtropical;
mountain temperate, alpine and subalpine). The entire forests (read:
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the country have been classified into reserved forests

in ;
ot area;?to be the moOSt valuable as far as conserving forest and
idere J and more than half of the total forest area has

cerne

Y vild“fe a .‘;iggr;s reserved forests); protected forests (protected only to
een cl?ssl ree and the government has property rights over it); and
tain ets (partly owned by the government and partly by people
villag OL e]i these lands)- The STs living near the forests have rights on
wh ml;auct in all the forests.
che usut ationship between tribes and the forest transcends the eco-
e s ities have intertwined every aspect of

.. sphere. Tribal commun \
pom!c ith the forest. Their houses are built of the locally avail-

che tools and implements they use are made from locally
aw material, and so are their music instruments. It is com-
cknowledged that tribal religions are a form of ‘animism’ dis-
other ‘mainstream’ religions. STs consider nature and its

their deities and their customs and rituals invoke elements
people render to nature is rooted in

sustenance is dependent upon these

monly 2
ginct from

resources as |
of nature. The reverence tribal

cheir belief that their lives and

elements.

Forests are unique ecosystems that host a multitude of products and

services. products include timber, herbs, nuts, seeds, fruits, flowers, etc.
They also provide raw material such as twigs, roots leaves, etc. which
are value-added to make products such as ropes, plates, brooms, etc.
As for services, forests play a crucial role in regulating and preserving
ecological systems. Forests have served as an abode of wealth for dif-
ferent communities — hunter-gatherers, NTFP collectors, shifting culti-
vators and modern timber-based industries.

For STs, they offer life support. They meet their basic needs (food,
fodder, fuel-wood, healing ailments, shelter etc.,) to a large extent. In
addition, they provide income to them through the sale of NTFP (there
are about 3,000 species of plants In Indian forests which provide
NTEP), on which they have traditional rights. Traditionally, most of
the NTFP collected was consumed by the collectors themselves. Over
time, with the rise of modern economy, the collectors have also started
to sell their produce in the nearest shandies (local markets) and use the
money so generated to fulfil other needs by buying from the market.
Howevgr, the income generated by collecting NTFPs 1s not directly
E:Opct)lrtlonate to the labour spent and the risks involved in procur-
th% irifi)rZI. N?lt even a quarter of the consumer rupee finally reaches
S <t:0 ector. In spite of_ uncertainties and risks, poor gathgr—

o NTFP collection in the absence of better remunerative
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opportunities, to meet their food, fodder and Medicy|
seasonal and emergency activity. Needs o,

It appears that the most disadvantageous factor
lack of awareness of the market that NTFP acty;)
rance is exploited by middlemen and industries thae pay igng.
for the labour and toil that the tribal people put into th me
of the NTFP. The possibility of exploitation is further acfero
the absence of a transparent, state-supported PrOCUrefnentnt
most states barring Andhra Pradesh. Furthermore, the C0“8 Stem
also unaware of the forms in which these products are mzciors are
Some of this exploitation could be partly attributed to ther etabe,
in which tribal people conduct business. It should be hopae imanfler
that these are a people who have only recently done away w'}tlflnmd
barter system. Their business sense is dominated by necessity rat}tlhe
than profit. They generally sell only so much produce as is required fer
them to sustain themselves. or

Yet another disadvantage to the collectors is that they lack access
to the machinery/equipment required to do the value-additiop to
the NTFP to make it marketable. Most of the value-addition to the
NTEFP is done in factories and large production centres. Introduction
of simple, manageable value-addition units in the local areas could go
a long way in reducing the intermediaries between the collectors and
the consumers. The introduction of such value-addition techniques to
the tribal people should not disintegrate existing sustainable methods
of collection. The market-awareness of the STs should not result in
them fully exploiting the entire forest at one go. Instead, the tradi-
tional practice of taking only how much is necessary must be retained.
Efforts towards enhancing the livelihoods of trials should combine the
best of modern technology with the sustainable ways of traditional
methods.

It is also important to know that the quality lost at the beginning
may not be regained later. Therefore, the sustainable harvesting of
NTFP with care and quality consciousness produces NTFP that lasts
longer and the core properties of the product remaining intact. Since
the consumer pays for the quality and core properties, the collector
would realise better returns on the NTFP, For instance, quality gum
karaya collection has ensured increases in returns by five to six times
(500-600 per cent) to the collectors.

A vast repository of knowledge regarding the uses of the NTFP rests
with tribal people. Many NTFP products have medicinal properties.
Tribal communities have recognised their properties and have used

E

for th
ly has

186



thesC 5
duct

pro
¢asé
as €

n
dible
ﬂuts a
waf,ef

LIVEL

S areé usé

: oint is the

JHOODS OF ADIVASIS IN INDIA

ducts 0 treat ailments for centuries together. Some NTFP
d as raw material in modern production industries. A

use of gum karaya by pharmaceutical companies

p 2dhesive in the composition of tablets and capsules. Cleaning
used as an alternative to alum. The nuts are used to clarify
d further research has also revealed that they have the proper-

a pose heavy metallic waste.
ies tonership’ Natural Regeneration, Sustainable harvesting, Local
(l)u":_a Jdition, Aggregation, Moving up the value-chain directly, or
:]}fro ugh institutions and partnerships are the key elements of way for-

in NTFP.

wafd |

Farming

ere are SOme hunter-gatherers amongst them, agriculture is 2
tion among tribal communities, after NTFP collection.
Most STs ownl small tracts gf land on which they pursue sustainable
and subsistence farming. Tribal cqmmunities cultivate crops that the
soil and land in the area support, L.e. the crops they cultivate are not
different from what non-tribal farmers cultivate in the area. Major
crops cultivated by the STs include paddy, millets, maize, tubers, etc.
Horticulture (cashew, etc.) is also not uncommon. Tribal farming prac-
tices are thought to be sustainable methods that make best use of local
resources and preserve the local ecology.

There are still some tribal families/communities that are per-
sisting with shifting cultivation or ‘slash and burn cultivation’
(known as podu and jhum in different parts of the country).
This practice entails cutting down trees in a certain part of the
forest, cultivating crops on the land and then burning the tract
after barvest. The land is left fallow for a while (five to 10 years),
allowing it to recover or recoup. Shifting cultivation practices
have come under criticism and are even restricted by the For-
est Policy of 1956. Critics believe that the practice contributes
to massive deforestation resulting in disturbing the local eco-
logical system. However, there are contrarian studies to show
the sustainable nature of this practice that also leads to protec-
tion of the local ecology. In any case, given the pressure on the
forests and land, and the restrictions, the shifting cultivation has
declined significantly.
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in January 2011, the FAO recognjseq e
s traditionally practiced by tribes j, Oe.[(%‘
tant Heritage System (GIAHS), The FA Orzssa as

ystem has helped in preserving nyme, Stateq

For example,
put farming syste
2 Globally Impor

that the farming - o o
millet, pulse yarieties, medicinal plants and also the locs) ::ce,
3 ooy

logical system: While recogni;ing the signiﬁcant contribytio,
the Koraput farming system 17 preserving the local ecol, 0

FAO has also sought to bring attention to the preservationgg} :Ze
. e
farming system itself.

'; . . i
s not the only such practice employed by tribest
the country. These practices are fast rfiaChing the brink of eXtincﬁol[:l
yielding to modern agriculture practlces.-ln the wake of a market.’
driven economy, agriculture has been rapidly commercialised, Trih,|
farmers who traditionally cultivated crops only for consumption haye
been compelled to shift to cultivate cash crops for survival. The intro.
duction of Public Distribution Systems (PDS) that does not cater to
the staple diet (based on local minor millets and pulses) of the STs has
resulted in their food habits undergoing major changes and has con-
cributed critically in changing the cropping patterns of STs.

As part of farming system, the STs have also pursued rearing live-
stock for farming. Gradually, milch animals have come in. Apart from
hunting animals from the wild, they have been rearing small livestock
(sheep, goats etc.,) and birds for consumption and for local market.

The labour-sharing mechanisms that exist among local STs to meet

their peaks in demand for labour for farming are giving way to wage

labour. Aggregated lands with a few STs and non-tribals taking over

lands seek wage labour. There are cases of buying the standing agricul- |
ture crops and horticulture crops in advance at very low rates and the
tribal owners of the crops become the labour in their own land.
Sustainable organic farming (agriculture, horticulture, watershed
management, medicinal herbs/plants cultivation, fisheries, kitchen gar-
dens) for food security coupled with high-value product farming for
'mar'ket, local value-addition, aggregation and market linkages with
institutions and partnerships are the elements of the way forward. '

The Koraput case i

Seasonal migration and MGNREGA

Wlthl.dec_lmmg forest cover, not-so-good returns for NTFP and sea-
sonality in NTFP, large sections of tribal communities look for new

188



leELIHOODS OF ADIVASIS IN INDIA

ivelihod s outside thseT?a:::::lnal chl:Itors as well as their traditional
, c onment Many ST, : y without their families, migrate for
en’’ s wage labou-r in other areas (away from their home), in agri-
wor e, i onstruction, 1n road work etc. Since the launch and imple-
cultUa on of MNREGA, STs have been taking up work under the
men:ne and the seasonal migration has seen some decline.
scl;: ; revealing that STs constitute about 25 per cent of the total
GA workforce. It appears that many a tribal household, more
cher social group in the country, is looking towards MGN-
livelihoods activity and is participating in the scheme. The
janger here is that they are giving up their traditional livelihood(s)
and become dependent on casual wage labour for sustenance. It is
likely that they lose their .Skl"S, knowledge and'maybe their traditional
rights in the process. Thglr resources may bg alienated and their access
to commons may be denied. Also, the association of certain tribes with
certain occupations may start to deteriorate leading to an erosion of

the unique identity of tribal community.

A
chan any ©

REGA asa

Liveliboods for market

action with non-tribals, markets and education, the
tribal communities have started to include new elements in their
existing four livelihoods spheres and/or add new livelihoods activi-
ties. Dairying, Goatery, Poultry and Fisheries for market are grow-
ing in tribal areas. However, lack of established markets for their

ocal areas and proper support systems, including mar-
is hampering their growth as viable livelihoods

Through inter

produce in |
keting mechanisms,

activities.
Tribal people also make handicrafts from locally available raw mate-

rial (like bamboo). Traditionally, these handicrafts were used as imple-
ments or decorative items but efforts are being made to market these
handicrafts. Presently, these products have a huge market in urban
centres in India and internationally. Yet, as is the case with other tribal
livelihoods, STs engaged in this activity too face market exclusion and
are not able to realise a good proportion of consumer rupee.

Resource alienation

ods, are fast being eroded or

Resources, for STs pursuing their liveliho
bone of contention between

Ca.Ptured by non-tribals. Land is a major
tribal population and non-tribals.
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Most STs own land or have access to land, Onl
STs are landless. The average landholding among SyT 1 Per
but land alienation is reducing per capita land of i Ss is 1,1
ation of STs is made easier with lack of clarity o, lang ,.-20d gfj,
the community. For the ST, the lands they reside op a?ghts am()n';

are unaware of the legal procedures to be undertaken go et eir .

the land remains under their custody. Manipulatjgy, of langsure the

benami transactions, leasing or mortgage, marit,] allianceg - 50ds

i : 0 v With et ?
women, adoption of tribal families by non-tribas are a| triby
methods of encroaching the land of STs. Tampay,

It is estimated that as many as 375,000 cases involving 85
acres of land are awaiting verdict. Besides land'grabbing doe bO’OO'O
vate parties, large infrastructure projects have also been respo)’pn.
for infringing on land rights of STs resulting in thejy displace“slble
Loss of land and resources is a big loss for STs. e,

The repercussions of physical displacement are dire and far-reachip
Not only are the communities left landless, they lose their familiar eci'
system (culture, neighbours, commons, familiarity etc.) and resources
to carry out their traditional occupation(s). This breakdown in thejr
livelihoods leads to food insecurity, disintegration of the established
social fabric, etc. The psychological impact that displacement has on
the victims can never be compensated in monetary/physical terms,
Many can never come to terms with the impact of being totally
uprooted from their ecological contexts. :

The Forest Rights Act, 2006 attempted to address the issue of own-
ership and the rights of forest dwellers over forestland. The act seeks
to undo the ‘historic injustice’ meted out to the tribal population in the
country by allowing them rights over the lands they reside on or cur-
rently practice agriculture on and letting them collect NTFP without
any hassles from the local administration. Further, STs dwelling in the
forest are to be given legal documents recognising their right over the
land they dwell on. Even before the Forest Rights Act, efforts were
made to ensure that tribal peoples administered the use of resources
in the local area through Joint Forest Management (JFM) initiatives.
JFM entailed the formation of a Forest Protection Committee (Vana
Samrakshana Samitj — VSS) at the village level. The VSS protects the
forest from depletion and destruction and in turn VSS gets the right

on the NTFP and a share in income from the sale of timber from the
forest.

It appears that the financial and economic contexts are extremely
disadvantageous to tribal people. To start with, many of them reside

oo
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LIVELIH

ssible areas that do not have the required infra-
have been taken to make these areas accessible
Iways and telecommunications. Yet, this effort
hrou® ired in the unprecedented entry of non-tribals into tribal areas,
has resu e cribal communitiesiup into further remote areas.
Push;,r:;n .t comes tO access to financia.l resources such as loans, bank
w . savings; insurance and remittances, it is the lowest in the
account " tribal people. Added to this is the fact that most STs do

oun!
; ¢ pOSSESS propen _
no" * . bank accounts, to take loans etc. The lack of will from formal

e °§§ia1 institutions to cater to tribal people in general and the poor in
fxrlf='t cular is denying these communities access to much-needed credit.
T?)rworsen the situation, local.moneyle.nde'rs fill the vacuum left in the
wake of absence of formal financial institutions. The moneylenders
e often exploitative and charge high rates of interest and keep no
record of transactions. Moneylenders often take away whatever little
sssets the STs own when the latter are unable to repay their debts.
sures that the STs pay higher prices for

Moneylender—trader nexus en
their purchases and do not get due prices for their produce, apart from
the high interest rates and consequent benami resource alienation in

due course. All this is happening even with ‘stringent’” moneylending
regulation. Further, financial exclusion of the tribal people also pre-
vents them from having a sound insurance system essential to mitigate

risks and unprecedented situations.
Even the self-help movement sweeping the country is taking its time

to catch up pace in tribal areas.
In essence, STs are in the process of losing the advantage of rich

endowment of natural capital and spiritual capital which they had on
one hand, and they are yet to catch up to the levels of physical, human,
institutional and financial capital that is required for a decent living.
Building on the commons, collectivisation and savings-led financial

capital are the key elements of the way forward.

Jess acce

ote 4
n reftf:l e, Trues efforts
struc l_Oadways, ral

Liveliboods continuum

As discussed earlier, all the tribal communities are not at the same
footing and all the households within a tribal community are not at
the.same level and each of their livelihoods portfolios is unique and
variegated. The livelihoods of the STs are in a continuum. Some STs
have shifted entirely from their craditional ways of life and have assim-
ilated into the mainstream like any other non-tribal. Such members of
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the community are usually those who ha\(e had acceq
higher education. Some others still persist in tl}g hum‘.ing.ga tho ang
of life. Some sections continue ﬁursumg their traditional h‘en-
along with other, non-traditional ones. But the 8enery] tre;rjh.h% i\
the tribal communities are moving away from thej, tradici S thy
of life and are fast taking to the juggernaut Qf being mainsltlal i
although the terms are unff"ur to them. There js 4 new, g r‘;am
self-employed service providers and entrepreneurs dmong ths ol
people. Of course, thf:re are some job ho]d_e'rs too among tht
now. Younger generations in tribal communities whe have hag EST,
to some school education are reluctant to take up traditiongy Tf:;ss
I«

hoods and resort to wage labour, agriculture laboyr 4 nd Migratiop :
only available alternatives. +ation, th,

Eroding tribal identity

Further, the increased literacy among tribal people has resulted in ghe
transformation of tribal culture and social fabric. With governmen;.
aided education being in the official language of the state or in Hingi
and not the mother tongue of the student, STs are fast losing their
lingual identity. Of course, it may seem daunting to ensure that sty-
dents are taught in their respective mother tongues (304 recognised
tribal languages are spoken among the tribes), but education in an
alien language is not the only onslaught on tribal identity. The reach
of telecommunications and mass media too has had lasting impact on
tribal identity. Mainstream cinema, music, culture is eroding the tradi-
tions of tribal people.

Eroding tribal identity combined with the tribal people not oriented
psychologically and culturally to fight injustices that are being meted
out to them is coming in the way of self-reliant and sustainable tribal
livelihoods. It is sad to note we do not hear tribal voices speaking for
their rights, justice and equity. This space is mostly occupied by Fhe
people from outside the community. Building responsive and sensinye
community leadership jn large numbers at various levels from within
the communities js ¢he key element in the way forward.

Special provisions to tribal communities

l;nder‘ the circumstances, taking into account the vulnerabilities of
i t.”bal Population, the Constitution has made several social, eco-
nomic and political Provisions (enabling and empowering) to aid the
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ome tribal communitigs. and ensure that they are at a level-
: dvant e1d with other communities in the country. The issue is h :
pla)"“ e an environment the state and the non-tribal populationo:;
ey have created f.o.r the tribal communities to pursue their cul-
1ive1ih ods and traditional systems economy, polity and sociery.
For instancé the Fundamental .nght. toiFreedom provides for pur-
g a0 livelihood one deems fit. This right does not seem to exist
g; Cany tribal. STs are being pushed out of their traditional liveli-
e ods and echoglcal_mllleu to pursue less d.igm'fied livelihoods, either
i their existing habitat or away from their habitat. It is becoming
Jear that tribal pfi(?ple are not able to get over resource alienation and
loss Of their traditional livelihoods and move into new contexts and
1ivelihO°ds smOOLIY- ,
gince the Fifth Five Year Plan, the Tribal Sub Plan (TSP, for areas
with more than 50 per cent tribal population) for development of
the area and the communities in the area, consolidated at state and
], is being prepared based on the resources and funds. In a

national leve
the funds for TSP are allocated in proportion to the population of

state,
The TSP is being implemented by District/sub-district

§Ts in the state.
| Development Projects/Agencies (ITDPs/ITDAs). The

Integrated Triba
project Officer, ITDP/ITDA is a single-line administrator (all the

departments in the area are responsible to the Project Officer and work
in consultation and close coordination with the Project Officer).

The National Commission for Schedule Tribes is a statutory body set
up in 1992. The commission’s function s to look into the protection of
the safeguards of the STs and report regularly to the president of India
on the progress in their implementation. Similarly, the National Sched-
uled Tribes Financial Development Corporation (NSTFDC) was set
up under the auspices of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. The mandate
of the NSTEDC includes identifying and supporting economic activi-
dies of tribal communities in the form of providing financial resources
of upgrading existing skills and technology used by the tribal people.
Tribal Cooperative Marketing Developing Federation (TRIFED) was
set up by Government of India to market and ensure better prices for
the produce of the STs. In each state, there is a Tribal Development
Cooperative Corporation (TDCC) to help the tribal NTEP collectors
to realise higher returns. ;

For example, one of the TDCC, Girijan Cooperative Corporation
(GCC) of Andhra Pradesh (a federation of 45 primary cooperatives),
provides support to tribal people engaged in the collection of NTFP
at their doorstep and links them with potential markets. The GCC

nt Of
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provides necessary financial and technical support ¢

. 5 5 (0 h l

collectors carry out their occupation without bein €lp the x
8 eXplojge ;. VTFp

e

dlemen and small traders. GCC also supplies dail :

, S y re Y m;
tribal families. GCC with its Rs. 100 crore annua] tg;‘r'lfements t:l:g‘
able to reach out to 4 million tribal families in the State Over hag Bee:

National Rural Livelihoods Mission

The recently launched National Rural Livelihoods Missjgp

the largest poverty reduction programme in the world, to § (NRLM),
crore poor families across the country with an outlay of 2£P0rt 10
200,000 crore [i.e. 2,000 billion] over 15 years, has SPeCific\fout :
developing the perspective plans for Scheduled Tribes in ea:ﬁus on
to improve their livelihoods significantly so that they have 4 dstate
portfolio of livelihoods. Mobilising the tribal poor into self-help ?ceqt
tutions around savings, credit and insurance, livelihoods COIIect?:tl-
social collectives, community-managed sustainable agriculture, healish’
and nutrition etc., are the key elements in these perspective plans,

Further, NRLM works closely with other major flagship programmes/
guarantees including MGNREGS, NRHM, Food Security (in the pipe-
line), RTE so that the NRLM-supported institutional structures create
demand on the programmes to deliver for the STs.

Of the 187 tribal dominant districts, more than 60 of them are con-
sidered sensitive and a special support — Integrated Action Plan (IAP) -
is made operational. The government is deploying three high-end
young professionals — Prime Minister’s Rural Development Fellows -
in each district directly with District Administration, to help in imple-

menting IAP.

Conclusion

Tribal communities are living in distress poverty despite rich natu-
ral resource, social resource and spiritual resource endowment. Their
major livelihoods spheres - mostly around forests — include NTFP,
farming, seasonal migration and MGNREGA. The proportion of the
consumer rupee realised for their produce is extremely meagre. On the
whole, they are subject to resource alienation (forests, commons and
lands), financial exclusion and market exclusion. Their identity and
cultural capitals are eroding, and there is an increased disruption in
their social fabric. Thus, the STs are losing what they have (resource
endowment) and are not getting on par with what the mainstream
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¢ in return Of otherwise. That is the big irony. Change in
al diet, through Public Distribution System which is not
he Jocal tribal needs and Pr.eferences, has brought about a
ilore e[ioration of he.alth and nutrition among tribal people. Tribal
oW det Crems are ‘fading’ out. In the absence of access to quality
pealth S)’e their health risks have multiplied. :
hea]thcaf“;e realise that we are getting back to the lifestyle and meth-
fterslTS 45 we pursue sustainable living. Tribal ways of living need
ods eciated and may have to be adopted if we are keen about
0 be 3 Ill)g the various Crises in our livelihoods domain - environment/
e esx - odiversity water, food, energy, health etc. When the crunch
clima ,w o know that what matters the most is life - air, water, food,
comes chelter and entertainment. All else does not matter. Therefore,
> od 10 find ways to globalise time-tested tribal ways of living
i e or modifications, if warranted), instead of trying to pull them
Mo exploding mainstream ways of living. Adivasis may be the origi-
ml inhabitants of this land and need to have their ecosystem intact
n;etter otill, improved) s0 th.at they .lead a life of flignity,.contentment
and peace, by pursuing thelF sustainable portfoho§ of. livelihoods to
meet their basic life needs directly or through ree}llsatlon of a higher
proportion of consumer rupee, commensurate with the real value of
the products and services. Increased social, financial and institutional
inclusion and support and reduced/reversed resource alienation would
accelerate their prosperity for themselves, their next generations and

for all of us.

the tot

Note

- 1 The discussion hereafter in this chapter is limited to the livelihoods of the
tribes living in and around hills/hill slopes, forests and exclusive habitations.
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