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The tribes in Attappady are classified into three categories; Kurumba, Irula and
Muduga. Kurumbas live deep inside the forests in 19 settlements of Pudur. Whereas,
most of the Irula and Muduga populations live on revenue lands of Pudur, Agaly and
Sholayur. A few among the settlements of Irula and Muduga are in forest lands.
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There are 149 settlements for Irula and 24 for Muduga. In total there are 192
settlements.

A brief history of Attappady

The people living in revenue lands are the victims of land alienation. Whereas, the
tribes inside the forests get land for cultivation from the forest department but the
custodian of the land remains the forest department only.

The entire Attappady region comprises 1,80,000 acres which belonged to Thathunny
Mooppil Nair till 1960. Soon after the formation of the state of Kerala, nearly 35,000
acres of land was identified as reserve forest and the remaining became revenue land.
The tribes of Attappady were given the right to live on the land. Meantime, many of
them living in revenue land received pattayam. Forest department provided land for
cultivation for tribes inside the forest as well.
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“The acres of land in the hands of Attappady tribes was something lucrative for the
real estate mafia here. By forging documents, they seize the lands of tribals without
their knowledge. Those who resisted the moves of the real estate mafia were killed.
There are many unsolved murder cases in Attappady. The entire government system
here functions against the tribes,” said VS Murugan, Secretary of Attappady Action
Council.

Murugan also claimed that his family has lost nearly 12 acres of land. “People from
Tamil Nadu encroached our land. The case is going and | hope we will get justice.”

When Mathrubhumi.com contacted the district collector, she claimed ignorance.
However, Attappady Tehsildar Vinuraj R said: “Majority of the tribes are illiterate. Some
agents and middlemen may approach them in the pretext of providing help. Gradually,
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