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POLITICAL AWAKENING AMONG 
TRIBES OF WMVAD 

P.R.G. Mnthur 

TuE PURPOSE of this paper is *wefold. (a) to describe and 
some aspects ofthe politicaI movements among 

the tribes of Wynad, Kerala, anti (b} ta discuss some ofthe 
dificultie~ that are being faced by the tribes in organizing 
their mavernents in this area. Before we take up the subject 
matter, it is necessary to describe broadly the location of the 

and its general features. 
The field-work for this study was conducted in a small 

town-Su~tan*s Battery- which i s  siiuated 102 kilometres 
*Orth-e*t of K~zhikode, the headquartms of the district of 

same name. According t o  fie Census of India, 1961, the 
Population of Schedufed Tribes jn the State of Kerala was 
212,762, but jt was 269,358 in 1971, this registering an 
"crease of 1.26 per cent. n e  settlements of the tribes arc 
located on the Western Ghats which separate Kerala from the 
adjoining districts of Kamataka and Tamilnadu. The District 
of Cannanore has the largest population of ~cheduIed Trfbts 
(90,464 or 3.83 per cent of the population of the~istnct). 
Kozhikode has a tribal strength of 84,982 pessons 4J3 per 
cent of the tofa] popujati~n of the District. This District 
followed by Palbat and Idukki which have 0 tribal popula- 
tion of 25,954 (1.52 per wt) and 34,820 (1.60 Per cent) 
respectively. It is evident from the above figurn that 
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over threc-fourths of the tribal papdatiorl of Kerala is con- 
centrated inthe northern districts of the State. 

Wynsd fomcd pnrt of the tcnitorg of the p=hassi Raja 
during the British regime. This hill tract conjists of two 
tslukr : North Wynad (Conna,:orc District) and South bf.yfl'' 
(Kozhikodc District). Wynad is an exceedingly m@untainous 
plateau. Thc  average hrig]lt above mean sea le\ el is '°Co 
feet. The impartant tribes who inhabit the regiolx are: 
Panigans (45,5673, Kurichians (1 5,;OO), b ~ u \ ' a k u r u ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
(li,l l6), U~likurumbans or J,'ettukurumbans t2,251). lCsttu' 
naickanr or Ten Kurunlbans (5,565). Pulsynnr (43,6831 
Adiynns (6,90.F).l 

Most of the tribes in IVynad used to practise shiftir'g 
cultivation, gathered food a n d  were huntcrs- IJuriJlg 
British rule, there was great improvement in tranvorL 
WTu-nunications, as n consequence of which there JI':ls 

influx of peopIe from the plains. The immigration continues 
unabated. As a result of the largc-scale influx of non-tribals* 
particu1arIy Syrian Christians from the &mer Travnncofe 
State, sizable chunks of arible land wllich the tribels used for 
shifting cultivation, have hcm encroached rlpurl and the 
tribe have bcea deprived of thcir only means of subsistence. 

The Paniyans are a numerically dominant tribd community 
in Kerala. 'I hay a+e still bonded labourers. Bonded labour 
mists among the Adiyans also. The Pnniyans claim that they 
were the autochtha~es of Wyrad and r]lal the Gowdnn and 
Nair landlords, who migrated to their area, ovc l -pnw~ed  
and enslaved them. I t  i s  interesting to point out here that 
there are as many twenty Deraswoms (trusts) in Wynsd and 
the majority of them are owned by Nairs and Warrier5. 

the Gowdans are also the owners a few ni'l.ns- 
"ms* n e  Mullakurumbans, who hitherto nladc a living 

shifting Nltivstion and hunting, have now 
plough cultivatifin. ?h. UralikurvmbanS w n ,  potter3 and 

Many of them abandoned the ifiraditicnal occupa- 
md bxome fam labourms, The ~ ~ t m a j c -  
arc said to have migated from :the ~ ~ j g h b o v ~ g  forests 
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of Karnataka and led an isolated Iifi in farmer times. Thcy 

and collectars of I~onoy and food. A number af 
them today work :is mnkorrrs. 

Tfic Kurichians are one of the oldest inhabitants of 
&Pad. There is a place called 'Kurichial' where they claim 
lo have fougl~t along with the army of Kerala Varma Raja of 
Kottn~am (Pazllassi Raja) against the British. According to 
Some historians, the Kurichians protected the Pazhassi Raja 
for nine years until lgOj  A,n. in which year he committed 

It was lefl t o  their co~nkander, Talskkal Chandu, 
comnland the Kurichian army against ~ h c  mighty forces of 

the East India Company. n e  Kuriciiians are the aristocrats 
"Onp the hillnlen of Kcraja, occupying tltc iljghest sclcial 

in thc tribal hierarchy. They still observe touch poilution 
amillst all castcs and communities except the Narnbudiri 

They are skilled in archery, ' i h ~ y  a150 ~ s c d  to 
practise shifting cuftivatiall in thc extensive tracts of virgin 
land but have now become settled agriculturists. As many 

116 members of a lineage havq been found sharing kitchen 
in Kaniarnbatta, a village in South Wynad. 

Wyrrad has tile lurgcst concentration of tribus i n  ~ e r a l h -  In 
this area tl~ey form, more or less, a compact group- 
majority of IJle tribes of Wynad arc primitive cultivators and 
ballded lnbvurcrs as we have stated earlier. In f~rfier times, 
t h c ~  also practised hunting, but this has now been 
by the Government, Paucity of lartd has forced tile Mulls- 
kurlrrnbans and Kurichians to abandon their traditional 
sltifiing cultivation and t o  adopt the plough. mc5' are 
skilfcd and backward in this teGhliquc of c~ltivatiofi, but their 
time-tested method of cultivation require extensive lands. 
The influx of non-tribaIs into Wynnd during the Past five 
decades has land dear, Extees ivc tracts land 
have bceo silrreptirioorly acquired or usurped Christian 
and M wlinl cult j ~ , ~ ~ ~ ,  rho are in~migrmtr from & plains' . 
The tribals have been di&osrared of their lands * 
cases, and have bcn, rcduccd to landkrr serfs 
Muslim and Hindu exploiters. greatest snfkrers are 
naturally the bonded labourcra-lhc pan il'an5 and Adiy'nr' 
R~thlcs. exploitation by the plainsmtn and money-1mde* 
and lax sdminiaratie. in the PW 68s added to me 



distress and social degradation of the tribal people of xcroln 
in general and those of Wynad in parriculu- Arnelll~ts 
at alleviation of their sufferings came not only from G Q ' ' ~ ~ ~ ' "  
rnent agencies but also from valunfnry org%~lizi~tions and 
associations. I-lindu and Christian lnissioj~arjes arc aciiue 
among the tribes of Wynad, but thcy havc been u n n b i ~  
win them over t o  their respcciive folds. Hawever, a few 
tribaI unions or associations have been formed in W ynad in 
recent years with the Sbppart of well-established p ~ l i t j c ; ~ ~  
parties in ordcr to  Ernd ways and means to iurlhcr their 
SoCi~e~on~nI ic  uplif~ment. W e  shall exallline the funct ioll' 
ing of these assnciations bclom and try t o  assess thcir imi3~dt  
on the paIiticaL awakening :intong the tril,es of Wynrid. 

The Ieadcrs of the Kuricl~ians and the Jnna Snsgh of Kozhi- 
kode dtsirici met in a confcrencc at Kalpetla in and 
formed an association cnllrd the Adivasi Sanghm- 
Jana Sangh-led Adivasi Sangham functioned very actively 
a timc in \irynad, par titularly a~nong the ~ur ich ians .  AI1 
the o%ce-bcl..rws of the Adivai Sangllam, with the exception 
of the Joint Secretary, bela~lged to the Kuricbian conl!nullitY- 
The joint Secretary is a MuUakuruniban. Thc ?resident* 
Secretary and Vice-president and Treasurer of the S a n g h a  
are all Kurichians. The leaders af the Adivasi Sangham got 
inspiration and guidance from the Iana Sangfi. For instances 
it is learnt that K.G. Marar and 0. Rajagopal, Secretary and 
President respectively of the Kerala ullit of the Jana Sangh, 
and other leaders attended a number of meetings arranged bY 
the Adivasi Sangham, Besides, Devaki Amma, vice-President 
of tbc State Jana Sangh, addressed one of the conferences of 
the Sangham in 197 2. 
MY informanf Raghavan, a Mullakurumbm, mas actively 

with the Adivasi Sangham According to him, 
OV" pm cent of mernbar of the Adivasi Sangham arc 
Kvrichia116 and Zmainiog Ones arc Mullakurombans, Pmi- 
yaM and Kattuaickaas. Ovtr 90 per cent uf the Kuri&iens 

Pel imd to be sympalhizeen of the AavaSi Sangham, T ~ C  
ahm of the Adivasi Sangham m y  be dssGrlbcd a. foflows: 
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To work far the retention of the tribal culture and 
heritage in general, and Kurichian culture in parti- 
cular, and t o  inspire a sense of solidarity and brother- 
hood among the tribal people of Wynad. 
To Promote the cause of tribal enlightenment by 
establishing and running schools for them. 
To work for the alI-round development and welfare 
of the tribal population. 
To hnpart training to the members of the Adivasi 
Sangl~anl. 
To preserve and protect the cause of the traditional 
Kurichian sport of ard~ery. 
TO promote unity, understanding and dosc relation- 
ship, on the basis af social equality, among the 
direrent tribes of Wynad. I To bring all the tribes of Wynad together wi l  I a 
view to promoting their solidarity for protecting and 
preserving rlie traditional tribaI culture. 
TO cniighwn the members about the constitutional. 
provisions for tribal dcvelopment. 
To negotiate with thc public as wel l  as the Govern- 
ment on issues and problems like taxation and Ian* 
alienation auccting chc tribnls in accordarlce with the 
eustomaq luws, particularly for the prolection ofthe 
Kurichi;tms' heritage and also for the welfare of the 
tribes in general. 
To oppose the spread of Christianity in \v~nad- 
To work for the rcstaration of alienated tribal land 
and to urge the Govcrnrnent to  enact the Land 
Allenation Bill. 

12. The oppose t l ~ e  imposition of levies by the Govern- 

In 1974 tha members of the Adivasi Sangham met in a 
at Kalpetta, which was attended, among otl~e~aerr, 

the President, Secretary and Vice-President of the State Jana 
SaQ$. The following rsaalutions, among others, wcrc ~ a s ~ e d :  

1. The Kerala Land Reforms Act should be implematcd 
as early as possible. 



2. There should be raservation of 75 per cent of excess 
land for the Adivasis when the A c t  is fully ilnpfe- 
mentcd. 

3. The conference advised the ).diyasis not to Ille 
price b e d  by the Governmest for ihc purehas+ of 
jarinlam rights. The conference resalved lo picker Ille 
Land Tribunal Offices for getring their demand 
conceded. 

4. The conference urgd rhe Government to  cxelnl?t tllc 
Adivasis from the basic Land Tax. 

5. The Adivasi Sangham also urged tllat land alienated 
frflrn the tribals should bl: restored to Illem. 

The Adivasi Sangham formed a Samara Samithi (Action 
Council) in I973 in order to press for their demands. One 
of the most important demands that the Sangham put for- 
ward was that thc Kurichians should be exempted fro~n th' 
agricuItnrnl Ievy. In KeraIa, a farmer owning UP to two 
acres of paddy land i s  exrmptcd from the levy. But these 
cullivating land more than two acres in size are required to 
pay a lev at thc prescribed rate. For instance, a farmer w1lo 
cultivates land which is more than fivc acres in size has Lo 
give twen@-fivc quintals nF paddy to the Government at 
rate of Rs. 63 per ccnt quintal. Among the Kurichians, an 
estate of 50 to 100 acres rrf land is generally held by the eldest 
maIe member of the m:rtom (lineape) as oftcn as nmny as 
1MJ-150 people livc under a single roof in a n~iitom. About 
300 members of the Sangham conductgd 4 dlrarna in 1973 in 
front of the Supply ORce, Manantody, demanding ~XernP* 
tion from the levy imposed by the Govemmcnt. I hc demon- 
stration was led by K.G. Marar, Secreiary of tllc KeraIn 
State kina Sangh. The demonstrators threw stones and smashed 

glass Panes of ih office. When the palicc intcrfer~d. 
were reported to have heen removed and thro~va 

away. n e y   ah^ picketed other o@cer, 11 may menliofied here the Kurichians became restless on account sf this lev- the Guverfiment ordered exempiion of the 
lev, the local O ~ ~ C C ~ S  continued to impose it, 



me Sangham filed a suit in the High Court praying that 
the * d i m i s  be exempted from paying the l e y .  It is also 

to point out here that a Clrrisrian wac their pleader. '* fact, t h ~  same Christian advocate was invited along with 
Sangh leaders t o  the conference in which the above 

rescllutjflns were passed. The ndvocate addressed the con- 
ferencc and assured the members of the Sangham that he. 
'VQuld fight fnr their social and cconomic Iiberation. 

We ]lave already mentioned that the Sangham demanded 
lhat the alienation of tribal land should be reversed. In one 
Of the mcctings, it was resnlyed t o  march to Mutlil village 
"d evict one Hussain fro111 thc tribal land. According 10 
Raghavan, the then Joint Secret?.ry of Ihe Action Council 
for the restoration of Alienated Tribal Land, about 2000 
Kurichians, Kattunaickans and M..~:lakurumbans ~narcl~ed on 
to golparakunnu , of Muttil v i l lag in January 1975. I't was 

that Hussain had encroached upon twenty-five acres 
land belonging to the K;lttunaickans. Whan the demons- 

trators reached the village, the locd Revenue Divisional 
Officer interfered and promised them that the encroached 
land wodd be restored to them within fifteen days. Finally 
the parrach for fifteen acres of land was given to 
Kaitunaickans. n e  Sangham wanted to continue its agitation 

get back the remaining partion of the land. Hawever, the 
%itation could not be continued because of the declnratiun 
of Emergency. Five members of the Sangham were arrested- 
Raghavan claimed that it was due to their agitation that  *he 
tribes in Wynad got exemption from the pirymcnt of the levy* 
nut he Severed his connections with the Sangham in order 
to join the aewly-fomcd Adivasj Samajam, tvbich is led by 
the Indian National Congress. 

When cloth was distributed to the tribals in S. in 
1974, the Sangam staged n black flag demonstration 
the Minister for Harijan Welfare in order to Press for the 
Supplj of superior and costly clothes to them, a P u t  of 
rcmovai of beads a d  discarding of traditional castumcs' I* 
1974, Sangham atended its acrivitica to ~ c a k ~ d e  and 
picketed the u h i k o t j ~  Collectorate. The members of the 
Sanaam wankd t o  picket the Tribal Re*axh 
Centre for shiftjog i t  from Kozhikode to ~ ~ n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ y .  



of the slagans they shouted on thz occasion were: 

1. Planning and tribai deuelapn~ent acliviiie5 arc only 
MI paper. Starvation stalks fhe Adivasis o f  wYJ?ad. 

2. IVynad is thr- land of tho Pazhassi, who rvugllt against 
the mighty British.  AT^ we today slaves in this 
Country? 

3. Thcrc is not enough [rind in Wynad even for burning 
thc dcad. 
W e  are tile owners of Wynad and arc i t s  children. 

5. Laws should be made for getting back our Land from 
rhe non-tribnls. 

Thc Kcrda Giriva~ga Snngham was formed U I I ~ C I  the leader- 
ship of Annan, an ex-tribal MLA (CPI-Marxist), in 1972 
under the auspices of the Communist Parry of Jndia h-farxist)- 
The headquartets of the Sangham are situated at Kalpcttam 
In fact a Thiyya social worker was the brain behind the 
formation of this Sanzham. The said Thiyyu married 
Paniyan woman in order to  identify himself with Ihe cause 
the tribes of Wynad. But when the Emergency tvns declared 
he deemed it politic t o  leave Wynad and take up service with 
a private firm in Kozl~ikodc. I he mzin motivc bcl~ind the 
formation of rhe Kerala Guivar& Sangham was to terriorim 
the n~n-tribal settlers of Wynad in order to compc1 thern 
restore the alienated tribal land. The San&am had 
blessings of xhe Karzhaka T h ~ ~ i l u l i  Union which js an organ 
of the CPI (Marxist). Unfortuuatcly, awing to the infiltra- 
tion of snme Naxalites, the Girivargha Sangllrm failed to 
enlist popular support. Moreover, some A d i p  members 
joined bands with the Naxalites and burned the hollse of n 
!andlord. I h e l  Cmducled a dhanta and staged a mtysgm!~fl 

fr?nt of [he houses of landlords in Trissiteri and ~ j ~ u n e l l i .  
were so embittered that a landlord was murdered 

by a N4xa1ite* shot dead in lurn by th police The 
participwts in the movcmml, including triba(~, were 
'=ratedpnd imprisoned. 7 t e  San&aol is not aclive 
now On the demorulized state of its lcodorrhip* 
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Kernla Adivnsi Sa}~lajn!ll 

ThelCerala Adivasi Snmajam was formed in 1973 with the 
fdlot~ing aims and objectives: ' *  TO struggle far and press for their demand for lhe 

imnled iate creation of a yeparule department for 
tribal ~velfqrc. 

7 **  To achieve economic and cultural indepndenm and 
to save the Adjvasis from the exploitation of noo- 
Adivasi sc;tlers. 

3- 7 a protcct rhc Adjvasjs as guaranteed by !he Con- 
slitution of' [ndia. 

j4 To forge unity and salicrtrjtg alnong different tribal 
comrnunitics of l<era]n in general andrhosc of W ~ l l a d  
in particular* 

5 b  To exp~dite and acccleratc thc cconomic development 
of the Adivasis. '. To create an awarcncss among the Adivasis of their 
rights and safcgzlards as p ovided by the Constitution- 

7- To demand far the jm f cdinte classification of the 
dcnotif~ed tribes of Kerala. 

8- 7.0 ialcgrate the activities of lIte samjam and the 
Indian National Congress. 

9. To  bring all the tribal communities of Wynad under 
the banner of the Snmajam. 

10. 1-0 put an end t o  the step-motherly attitl~dc of the 
tribal officials working in tribal areas and the n'a'- 
administration and corrupt ion of Government oficials- 

I I .  TO take a ~ ~ ~ @ ~ t c  lkCps to preserve tile traditiond 
tribal culture of tlic area. 

The Samajam fmct ions at three levels- - (a) the taluk (man- 
dnlanl), (b) black (Pmcllafi[), and (c) village. Sarnalam 
excrciscs an infiucncc over the area -of South Wynad. 
The office-bearers of the central Organization are Pr~sidenb 
Ihrec StXrctarieS and one Tx.rurer Similarly, at the 
and village lcvelr, there Presidents, Sec=taric' and 
Tressurar. Mullakurumbaua, Pathiyans, Kaftunaiikangl 



Tachanad Mooppanr, Urslikurulnbnns and some other triba . 
have become members of the Samajam. Howcver, 75 Per 
of the members of thc Samajam arc from the ~ u l l a k u r f l m b ~ ~  
tribe. Thc denotifred tribal catnmunitirs, l ik  c the Pathiyms 
and Tachanad h4 aoppans, are actively associated with Ihe 
Samajam. AII officc-bearers of the central organization 
belong 10 the Mullakurumban cammun ity. 

Shri K. Raghavan Master, the local tribal MLA,  a Mu'- 
lakurumban himself, is actively associaled with the samajarn* 
This i s  evident from the fact that most of the resolutions 
passed in tht: meetings of the Samajam have bcen Sent to 
Chief Minister, Revenue Mjnister, Forest Minister and 
Wclfare Minister of the Skate Government through hi? 
Sfiri A.K. Antony, President, m C C ,  Dr. K.G. ~ d i ~ o ~ l *  
Minister for Forest and other leaders have addressed s?vcr" 
meetings of the Adivasi Samajnm. The tribals claim that 
this has cnhanccd the status of the Sarnajam as well as the 
Adivasis of Wynad, 

During the past three years a nunlber of meetings have 
been held under the auspices of the &majam. The followrng 
are same of the important resolutions passed in some of these 
meetings held in 1974 and 1975; 

1. That thc Prevention and Restoration of Tribal Lmd 
Act, 1975, should be implemmted immrdiafely. 
Samajaln resolved that the above Act should bc 
included in the Ninth Schedule of the ~ons t i tu t ion-  

2. The conference resolved to submit a memorandum 
the Government for establishing co-~perat iv~  credit 
banks in the tribal areas. 

3- That the Tribal Research and Triaining Centre should 
be declared as an autonomous Research organi2ati0nb 

4. That the Adivasis should be exempted from the 
Payment of levy. 

5,  That the cattle belonging to the tribes should be 
afiowed to graze in the forests, resuvcd and vested, 
freeb. 

6. That 50 Per Cent of the  vacancict: for third and fourb 
grade employees in Lbc Forest Department should be 
reserved for tribals, 



Politicd A~vnkewfng Among the Tribes of W y n d  349 '' =hat 50 per cent of tllc cultivable land in the Vested 
land sltould bc reserved for the tribaIs. 

That the paddy lands available in the Reserved 
Forests should be given to thz local tribes. 

9. That nlinor irrigation be intraduced into the 
W~nad area, besides extension of eIectrification. 
That the price .of paddy imics should be increased 
from Rs. 63.00 to Rs. 100.00. 

'I. That Ihc law courts should have no jurisdiction over 
the civil and criminal cases of the Adivasis. For 

into such cases, legal experts may be 
appointed, 

12. That the Government should rake appropriate action 
to Protect thc Adivasjs from the clutches of usurious 
money-lend crs. 

13. That the misappr~riation of valuable trees from the 
Chingeri tribal caIony and tlleir unauthorized felling 
by certain officials should be stopped and the culprits 
apprehended. 

14* That the Adivasis should be excmpted from the 
Payment of the price for the purchase of jonmffrn rights 
of thc lands that they cultivate under the Kerala 
Land Refomls Act. All injunctions a&"nst 
Adivasis should be vacated. 

1s. That all appointmenb by the Public s e n i f e l  (fa*- 
mission shou l~  be stopped and the vacancies be filled 
by tb respective deparlments giving due .reprPrenta- 
tiw to  the tribal population in variou5 regions. 

lG= AS part of the prime Minister's 20-foint Programme# 
the Government have enacted two important mea- 
sures: (a) Abolition of Bonded Labour. and tb) 
vention and Restoration of Alienation of 
Land. The Samsjam resolved Bsl these laws sJ'o*'d 
be implemented imn~edia tcly. 

17. That under the Scheduled Castes and schduled 
Tribes Development Corporation mare than *mauto- 
rikshaws have been issued to harijans. fie conference 
therefore resolved that the Adivasis should be 8- 
their due share under the Development 
Scheme. 



18. Thar the Adha~is r h o  are primitive culfik'atar5 
fmd-gatheren, should be given inir ing ifi anirnn' 
husbandry and farmj~~g with spccin! emphasis '* 
irnporved techniques of euItiviitio~r. 

The actjvitirs of t J~c  Adivasi Sangham under t h ~  alaspices f 
thc State lrna Sangh, were tinged wi th  . f i t i - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ' ~ ~ ~ ' ~  
altitude, thougl~ it was started as a pureIy cco~olnic orga"iza- 
tion. The mmbers of thc Sandam not only pickdeed Govern' 
-1 aftices, but were trained in tfic use of fire-ams under 
eminent leaders of the Jana Sangh. 

'The leadership of the Adivasi Sangham vests with 
Kuruchians who are eager to petpetunte their lribal 
heritage, rather than the interests of the lribes of wVad " 
whale. They instigated the members of the Sangham IU 
against the onslaughi of Christianity in Wynsd and the 
sion of money-lenders and p~iinsmen. The ~d ivns i  San!iharn 
suspended its activit~es on account of the dcda~at ion of 
E m e r ~ n ~ y .  n e  arrest of the leaders of lhc san~l'~'' 
drmotal~zed the mnk and file of the organixatiotl. 

The Girivarga Sangham w a  formed mainly t o  vocnliZC 
dissntisfaction of the tribes ageinst the policies of the Govern- 
ment and to start a land grab movement in ~ ' y n n d  lf llad 
the of CPI (M) and the Kareshaka ~hoabilali LTnion7 
but the mo~m'nent fizzled out an nccouet of the inIiItration 
Naxalites. 

js interesting to point our here that the Adivesi 
Samnlam led Indian Nlitioo.1 Congress is funclionin$ 
today nor very activeiy. n c  S;lmajam has tile blessing5 

ofthe leaders offhe Congress in  the Stnk,  but it har 
been to makc impact on tribals of wynad. 

is dominated by the Mu]lakurumbans under the 
leadership ofthe loci1 tribal MLA. ~t is trus though, that I Uley suomdcd in getting most of their dWandr con- 
ceded On the front with the hcb ofthis MLA. \ 
mme of Ihc luder5 of the claim rhat-it is due ta 

t h a  tho Acts rclatinp to the of 
bndpbonded labour and exemption from payment of 



levy have been passed by the State Government. 
Tile leaders were convinced that the %majam was not 

functioning actively mainly because of the paucity of funds 
and illiteracy among the tribal people, besides tack of politi~i- 
zntian among them. 

The declaration of Emergency helped some leaders of 
the comm~nist-led Union and the Jnna Sangh-lcd Sangham to 
find an excuse for dissociating tbemsdves from their parent 

and to join the Adivasi Samajam. 
Some leaders of thr: Snmajam ryere well aware of the tribal 

dcvelupmnt activities initiated by the State Government and 
the aims and objectives of the declaration of Emergency* 
Owing t o  the isolation of the hamlets coupled with poverty 

squalor in which the tribals are livillg in wynad* lhe 
Samajam h s  not been able to organize its activities at the 
&rassroots level. 
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The Anthropological Survey of lndia (ASI) conducted a survey of ongoing 
tribal movements in different parts of the country in 1976 and organised a 
Seminar in September that year to evaluate its findings. Among those who 
presented papers were anthropdogists and other scholars including included 
historians, sociologists, political scientists and administrators. Besides there 
were tribal scholars who provided the insiders' views and also social workers. 
All these papers were divided into hYo volumes; The first volume contains 
twenty-four papers OF the north-east and the second volume has twenty- 

K.S. Singh, a senior member of the Indian Administrative Service spent ' 
many years seruIng among and studying backward communities in central I India. He held several important assignments including the directorship of , 

Anthropological Survey of India. Author of the well known work Birsa Munda I 
and His Movement ifi Cholanagpur he edited a large number of books on 
Indian tribes. 

He was general editor of the multi-volume People of lndia series of 
Anthropological Survzy of India. He died in 2006. I 

five papers on movements elsewhere in the country. 
The AS1 survey identified movements seeking political autonomy and 

formation of a state, agrarian and forest-based movements, socio-religious I 
movements and movements based on script and language. The best ' 

ISBN 81-7304-708-1 

organised of the movements of the first vpe is the dharkhand ~ovemen t  
which is discussed in terms of its historical deveiopmant, ideology, structure 
and regional dimensions. While few agrarian struggles were reported from 
the northern and southern parts of India, as many as five agrarian and forest- 
based struggles; which are dosely linked, were reported from central India- 
However, it was socio-dultural movements that held sway In this area. Five 
Bhagat type movements were reported, which highlighted some aspects of 
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the Sanskritisation processes. More irnpuoant was the set of four cultural 
movements based on script, Ianguage and religion seeking to assert and ' 
define tribal identity. Down south and in the islands, the tribes are too primitive, 1 
isolated and numerically small to organise movementJ on their Mvn; however I 
incipient processes of political rnobilisationwere found at work among Some , 
of them. I 


