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NT AND REHABILITATION OF TRIBES IN KE 
DISPLACEME ON POLITICS OF DEVELOPMENT . 

Jntroducllon 

is one of the leading states in tenns 
of Bocial development parameters in the count_ry 
which is located in the South-western part of India. 
According to 20 ll Census, the total population 
of Kera la is 3340606 I with I 6027412 males and 
17378649 females. The slate consists of 14 districts, 
63 taluks, 520 towns and 1018 villages as per 2011 
census. The most populated district in Kerala is 
Malappuram (Population: 4112920) and the least 
populated district ls Wayanad (Population: 817420). 
Among the Slates of India; Kerala stands at I 2'h 
position in terms of population. According to 2011 
Population Census, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes constitute 25.24 percent of the tolal population 
· of India. Scheduled Castes constitutes 16.63 percent 
and Scheduled Tribes 8.61 percent of the population. 

their views about the characteristic, or 
dictionary defines the tribe 88 a IIOClal 
traditional society who has •hared c 
and a recognized leader. The Cambridat 
also recognizes the commonality In 1r1btJ 
culture and history, at the same time It ldeaiiii;3 
tribes as .who does not live in town, or cftiea:i.':l 
of the anthropologists has used the term Trti,;-, 
classificatory device and have observed the~ 
and uniq_ue features of the tri~al communltiea 
differentiate them from non-tr1bals 88 a homoaenoa. 
social group with a socio-cultural, ethnic 111d 
territorial integration and geographical ilolatioa. 

During the 70s, 80s and 90s a series or foreat 
acts were enacted and amended related to the 1111d 
acquisition and restoration. Among these JIO!lef# 
few protected forest, few protected tribals, 111d 
restricted the rights of tribal people. The N 

Tribals in , Kerala are commonly called as 'Tribal-Panchsheel'2 was neither isolation 
"Adivasis". There are 36 tribal communities across assimilation. He wanted to allow the people to 

1., 
· the state and "Paniya" is the biggest tribe among them. by their genius and tradition rather than by °' 
The Schedule tribes in Kerala, mostly inhabiting in administration and overloaded schemes. At the 
the mountains of the Western Ghats, constitute I .45 time, he wanted to safeguard tribals from exploita 

I 
I 

, percentage of the total population, while the Schedule and judge the development by the quality of h 
caste people constitute about 9.1 percent in 2011 character, not by the monetary statistics. Acco 
census. 'The sex ratio of Scheduled Tribe population to SangamitraKannogoi, the major Pro-Tribal P 
in Kerala is I 035. The highest concentration of Legislations in India were Panchayat Extension 
Scheduled Tribes is seen in Wayanad district (3 l .24 . Scheduled Areas Act- PESA 1996 andThe Scheel 

. percent) followed by Idukki (11.5 I percent), Palakkad Tribes and other Traditional Forest D~eller1 
(I 0.10 percent) and Kasaragod ·o 0.08 percent. The 2006, which were passed to recognize the righll 
coastal district of Alapp~a has the lowe5t percentage tribals over forest and forest land . 

. I ( J.36 percerltage ). 
. " Displacement and Rchabllltatlon 

, ' Defini~g th~ : tribe is more . elusive, bcc,au~F . · · . . . 
· h d'ffi t erspectiveson the tribal I Displacement can be identified everyone as , eren P , · , . 

· · . , A th. 1 · t s ' i'al Scientists and : , voluntary or d1sastcr-rclatcd displacement ·. commumt1es. n ropo og1s , oc .. , . . . . . . 
· ·· · . · :1 . . · : 11 ' dissimilarities in mvoluntary or development-induced displacemenL others have sum ar1t1es. as we as . , ,. , , . . ,, 

. .,.. R .L S, L !ar. D~narlmenl of Pol/lies .ahd Publl.c Admlnislration, University of Madras, Ch Mr. Jeena noma.r, esearcrt cno , , r . . 
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.. c eviction of an ind1v1dual or a aroup only tbete ,.,_, f . . . it IS " , f I I' .,.,- 0 ma111ve projects eaD JfflproVe 
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tinbitats consequen up°'.' e acqull on of But the flip 1ide of thi1 tort of development ii that 
orill1118f the 

5
aid area'. The possible realOl1I for the it hu di,placed more than 42 million people in the 

1and c:ent of the population are: natural catutrophel country'. All these development activities of the 
f!lov calalllities and the man-made realOIII IUCh as 1ovemment are frequently criticized by the people 
and olitical division etc. Most ~f -~ people are and authoritie1. Development isa must for the growth 
war, {ed bY the developmental act1v1t1e1 and large- of the country in all the aspects but, at the same time 
affcc loprnent projects such as the collltrllCtion it1bouldbeaS1111ainabledevelopmentbyconsidering 

le Jevc d h I . sen irrigation, hy ro, t enna power proJectl, the livelihood of the affected population. 

f 
daP15• · ...... ... o , ng compames, 111n .. , ..... ,el, reaerve 
nufactun Th I d • 1· • rria 

11
• hways, roads etc. e n ustna muon 

sts ig 1 • , fore ' 'ff•tion process in deve oping counlrie& hu 
d urban1,,.. · an , creased the number of people affected by 

1argclY 111
1 

pment-induced displacement Worldwide, 
~d~o . , t 

15 
million people are displaced every year by 

about 
development' , 

As observed by M. L. Patel', due to the 

I
, hment and the commissioning oflarge projects, 

estab 1s 
1 

r e-scale population transfer has occurred. 
aag · · ll ' th , the location of the proJects 1s genera y in e 
s,nce . . . kward areas lying outs1de the c1t1es and towns, 
bac 'l' 'th bel th ost of the displaced fam• 1es e1 er ong to e 
;ibals or other backward communities.According to 
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MTA) nearly 85 lakh 
tribals were displaced until 1990 on account of mega 
developmental projects like dams, mining, industries . 
and conservation of forests etc. Lakhs oftribals have 
been displaced from 1990 onwards without proper 
rehabilitation'. Proponents of large dams argue that 

The di,placement in the state of Kerala is also 
not very Im. Al we aaw earlier, the major problem 
related with tribal communities was landtessness 
which ii the root cause of all other related problems. 
The Kerala Land Reforms Act I 963, with its ~land 
to the tiller" policy, unfortunately changed the lif~ 
condition of the tribal people of Kerala. Thousands 
of people were uprooted from their own land. The 
occupiers of the land (settler farmers) became the 
owners and the original owners (the tribals) became 
landless and were reduced to the status of agricultural 
laborers.According to a study, Kerala witnessed a 
double increase in percentage of landless households 
in the last decade. The proportion oflandless families 
in the state rose to 9.85 per cent in 2013 from 4.8 per 

cent in 2003 '. 

As mentioned by Dr. Haseena V. A in her 
research article, I 50 tribal families were displaced 
due to the Nerlamanga\am Hyde! Power Project in 
Idukki district, fourteen tribal families were displaced 

Table No, 1 Number or Landless Tribal Families In Kerala 

NO 01 1andless 'NO, Districts No of landless families 

No Districts ~--'"·· 
I 

Th 1ruvnnantha• 27 9 Palakkad 69S 

_ .... -
2 Kollam 47 10 Malappuram 598 

3 Pathannmthitta 190 11 Kozhikkode 117 

4 Alnppuzha 290 12 Wayanad 8263 

5 Kottayam_.. --· ISO 13 Kannur 264 

6 Idulc1ci 117 14 )Casaragod 5S4 

7 Emakulam 234 Total . 11,594 

8 Thrissur 48 

Source:' Collected from TRDM dircctOdle In September 2017 
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ent and , \9cen1 . I . ks . . . isl' . linked potentla ns mtnnstc today living becomes a greater proble ti th . ht 1nter . . bl m or em. 

d 1 
of e1g h as: \andlessness, JO essness, The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

o c tllent sue ti d . 'ty Guaran displace arginalization, 00 m_secun • tee Scheme has also failed to provide them 
' e1essness, 'd~w and mortality, loss of access to economic support. In many cases, tn'bals are not 
om d t11orb1 i., · 1 f been 1· 'b 

35
e cial disintegration, oss o access e 1gt le for adequate com.....,.,.tion under 

icre perlY, so . gh 11 th . ' r--....,,non pro d •olation of human n ts. A ese · India s Land Acquisition ActLack of schools near 
o,.. •ty an v1 . cotll,nun'. h Henges faced by the tnbal people · to the rehabilitated area is another issue of concern, 
0 a1or c a · · · 1 hab'ta hi h · e the t11 ' oted from their ongma I ts. w c restricts their right to free and compulsory 
1r are upro . while theY · . education. The clash between the tribal language and 

l(erala has the high human mothertongue,lackofteachersandlackofmotivation 
When t index (0.79) in India, the trihal villages increasesthedropoutratesanddiminishcstheinterest 

lopinen d · u· d tr de"e verY less growth an SlatlS cs an ex eme of education among the children. 
shows a malnutrition, poor , living conditions etc. 
povertY, . t high infant mortality rates, severe 

ind1ca e Reports . mature births and low birth-weight 
trit10n, pre . Jlla\nu . ns According to a study", the infant 

h e reg10 • · in t es_ f l(erala in 2012 is 13 and infant mortality 
JllortahlY 0 d. in 2012 is 47 per 1000 children, at the -~~m . . 

From all the above, the critical problem they 
face with displacement and rehabilitation is, they are 
losing their tribal identities. The government policies 
are putting them in a transitional zone between the 
tribals and nontribal. Whether the rehabilitation is 
making them de-tribalizcd or re-tribalized is still 

ra . the infant mortality rate of Attappadi, a 
a!lle ume . ral ' 5 • bl k in pa\akkaddistnct of north Ke a, ts confusing. 

inbal oc . Politics of Development 
6616-

A famo~s news paper reported about the opinion 
of a tribal chief that, •~ey nev~r ~d-issues of inf~t 
deaths and low immumty, earlier 1t 1s the chan_ge i_n 
their food habits and consumption patte~ which '.s 
affecting them. Earlier they used to culuvate their 
own food-ragi, chama (bajra), millet and maize-
and ate wild greens and meat. Th~ decline in forest 
cover and natural resourc~s has bad a terrible impact 
on their living conditions'". They are forced to get 
adapted to the new food pattern, which reduces their 
immunity. The q~estion arises here is whether these 
people cun ndupt to the change physically as well 
as mentally. Forest Dwellers Act or the Forest Right 
Act is fonnulnted in 2006, which provides tribals the 
t1cccss to the forest and collection of minor forest 
produces. But, so for it is not fully implemented in 
Kerula. 

Through the resettlement policy, the maximum 
land allot1ed for the tribal people are either in tho 
isolated forest areas or in the billy terrains far away 
from the town areas, where they have a threat of wild 
animal atlacks, water scarcity and unavailability of 
occupation or agricultural labor. If the people are 
relocating to dislant place9 to find labor for their day 

Many writers" have observed that a policy 
framework is cl'Ucial for guiding and managing the 
resettlement project and the absence of a national . 
legislation or legal vacuum in the relocation process 
is one of the major reasons for its failure in mdia. 
Dinesh Sharma bas analyzed that the problem with 
tribal development in India is, the clubbing together 
of all the tribal communities of the state under the 
same scheduled tribal tag". Each tribal community 
bas different problems based on their geographical 
location and cultural practices. In that scenario, what 
will be the success rate of the creation of a national 
level policy for all the scheduled tribes of the state 
which is not applicable 10 the whole of India? Many 
slate governments and private sectors have fonnu\ated 
their own rcseltlemcnt policies. But, the increased 
amount of landlcssncss and poverty among them 
indicates the lack of proper monitoring system. Hence 
we can observe that whether the policy is national 
level or state level, 1he problem with the tribal people 
is not yet resolved. So what could be the next possible 
reason for their. deprivation? 

Resource allocation is a subject of politics not 
just a subject of economics or devclopmenl. The 
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JJ1cel11e11t art J)l1P hould bring transparency in 9. 

111ent s oovern . . and many Nongovernmental 
I P0

11c1es . • iriba . h work in the grassroots level with 
tpe . ns whtC ...,

3
11iia110 db involved in all the stages of policy 

o•~ bout e . we tribes s bringing more consensuses as said 10
. 

,..,fllework fobr t of Isolation vs. assimilation should 
~- 'fhe de a e 
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~ropo,1/on of /ondlu, families foll, ID 7.41% i,, rvraJ In-
a. (Dtc 17, 20/S). E,o,-/c 1lma.R.,,./,wd fto,nl,np,•II 

uonomlctlmu.lndlotlmu.comlnew1leconotnyllndltalo:.V. 
propo,1/on-ofl,md/wfamlllafa/l,-10-74/•ln-ruraJ-/nd/ol 
artlcluhow!S0107604.Cffll.-,don /7/lll20I?. 

Hudowl, Sltafuq. (July 6, 1016). 10000 11-/bol famll/u 
,.,,,,,,.,,, 14000 Trfbol famlllu landlm /n Kmilo. ,._r 
,,.,. ,.., data. n.o C/t<IL Rdr/md fro,,thttp://lwoeltrla. 
,w/20/6jul06/U6782UZJ.Jdml/Acct11tdon /9//112017. 

earlier. rnicablY with the consent of all the 
rt

douta ed ted be so e d 'fhe tribes should be uca about 
c, s involve · ·th I ·ety db //. tri.,., ts of assimilation w1 arger soc1 an y 

we benefi govef[llilent can try to build consensus 

8/ndw-oj, J. (11 s,pwnb,r 10/J). Nearly SOD trlba& eo<11•il· 
,dnack/, blKuolaln ""111 thna, -facing mtn1alprol>-
k.u 1ta11./ndJarodoy.Rttrlm from hnp:lflndlataday.lntoday. 
lnl1torylnk~-tr1ball-trlba/,•upo-l<ealoll/Jl /996. 
lrt,n/octalfJon 7/11120/7. process . such a roiects and programmes. Government 

future P , • for er forget that 1n a uue democracy the 
uld nev . . 

11. 8,/t,N, Namidra K""'°" (101/). DlsplocffllDII, Ratfll_, 
and [luobll/lQl/on. (pp. II). NrN Dtlhl: Abhljtd Publlcoll--sb0 hould be given , free band to decide thetr 

neople s . I• r· If overnrnentdeerns1tasu ttrnatenecessaryto 
future. g 1 th /1 . b the life of a group of pcop e, en government · 
d1stuftd reate palitical mechanism to create consensus 

c.r-, Mk/,o,J. (1006). Ru,nltfflffll ,,,_....,, Dtnylrtg 
"' Confra,dmr Ru/cl.In Harl UJhan Mathur (Ed.I, Managing 
Radii- bl India (pp. 36/. NrN D,lhl: Oxford Un,_.ity ,.,..., 

shou c . . 
th

e nroup about the government poltcy before 
afllOng , h 

3 
disturbance actually happens- Hence only if 14_ 

sue 1 ... 
•consensus' precede deve opment act1v1ues, we can 

C,,_ MlchMI AL /RR: a 11,torrtlcol and Op,rori-1 
Mod,/ for Popula1/an Ru,11/,ni,nt. R1tr1,wd from hrrp:II 
-,ab1007 .ujbo.brilayou,tpaJraofat11VtCJb2007/arqui¥-
o,_anllrlaffSICERNEA"20Mlchod-pdf 

call ourselves a uue democracy. 
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