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KO'RAC}HAS' OR KORAMAS.

~In the last ‘uwo (lensus Rapurta of the State, it hag The caste, -
'heen In a way assumed that {ol*ashﬂs and. Kora,mfls are
two different; castes ; but there Iis strong reason to hold
“that the names are mero local variations for one and the
“same casted  The exogamous divisions smong them and
family names wherever fhey are fonnd, and- the customs
‘such as a. maternal unele’s right to the fivst bwo daughters
wof his gister at reduced fera ﬂnd the payment of the bera
-amount in easy instalments qproad over a number of years.
-are all common to both the branches, who moreover speak
the same langnage., The number of this caste, according:
“to tha last Census, was 24,228, the number r_ﬂ" males mnl-
femnlos being nearly. aqml ’[‘lmy are fonnd senttered all
over the State, and as a large seotion of thom are of -wan-
“dering habits, it is nob casy to ﬂutormme Wwhere Llwy are .
,G]illeﬂy 10@%0{] T

0 Their usual nAIMes ar K'm*a;mrz (‘#ﬁﬁﬁi) H orana. (”b'*’ﬁtfﬁ) Noine,
or Ka?*rf‘hra (Fwoed), and they sometimos- call themgelves.
Koravenii malklalu (*ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬂﬁa % 99), - They have: agquired:
nicknames of Kalla Korachs (”5’5%@5?»@53) or Kalla K. Oram:
f' (@gmﬁmﬁﬁ) hy reason bf their 1'epubed thieving pmpenslty

| bbe Dubms mllﬁ Lhem Kajja  Banar (’513 90&636&)
"but fhlB is not current as a name of the caste now, and was
pmbmbly only a descrlpmon of  their pradomnmnt. 1‘1110}?0381011;:'_
ne o thieving Iratornity, whmh ho 111181:00[1 tc: “be the"r”

'j_:u&me of the Gasto. N

Those L]mt are - pmpuhrly 1{110wn a8 KOPRG]IHS, sa}r'f
_'ﬂmt Koramas are a different class, addieted to thieving,
while  those passing ~for Koramas resent being called
by the other name- which, they sy, applies to a thieving -
._.ciaﬂs The origin of the two words seems o ba identical
and: blwre i8 111,Lle to choose between  them as . to Lha awl

j,.1**@]{)1111*&5 tlmﬁ bhey auggoat
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In Telugu, they aro known as Mrukwlas (SOBIWEI) g
namo which to thoir (hinking earrics no stigma, and which
sach olass claims ag uppropriate Lo 18 own division,

They have ws their titlo or name-onding, Sotti (34),
bosides the usual ones of Appa (¥%y) and Ayyn (299); and
oy mamtain that they belong o tho 18 Phanas or  right

hand secbion of casles.

Korama awd Koracha hoth soom to bo dorived  [rom
tho verh huru (Foed) ﬁmmning to divino or prognosticalo,
and aro appliod to tho cagto on aceount of thetr profossion
of fortune-telling, which their women practise. Somo dorive
these torms from a word which means a hillman  (¢/. Tamil
Kwranj o hill country), showing that theso people are a
wild tribe living in junglos. But tho {formmer appoars to
bo tho more probable derivalion and is In moeannig oquiva.
lont to the Telugu namo off the easto, namoly, firukula
which comos from the voobt frugu (S0309), Lo know or di-

vIno,

Koravanji makkalu (FRoseed % ¢0) moans children
of a INoravau]l, that 18, a lomale fortuno-toller,

Many Koramas who aro oducatod and live in towne
ropudiate the name, nud eall themselvos Balajas or Kopa-
vanjis,  Tho division of Koramas knownus Sonni (#wemesh)
Koramas who are pipers, 1nsome places sueh as ‘Chikimagas
lar, dony their identity with the wain easte.  Bub an eugui-
ry into thoir habils wud ounstons proves thoir unmistalkable

identity.

[y has nol been possiblo o oblain mformabion of any
aluo concovning tho ovigin of tho caste. T 1y likoly that
bhioy are one ol the aboriginal tribesy or that they havoe
largo proportion of blood of sueh tribes in their veing, Of
courso, in bhoir easo also, mythological or faneiful logonds
wro nob wanting Lo oxplain their origin, Thore ix o story cur
venl that Pirvals, the consort of Siva, onee disguired horsolf
as 6 soothsayor and that  Koramas nro hor desconds
auts,  Another story connecled with thoir vcoupatbion is
that o Méda was askod to propare a eradlo for Pharvati’s child
oub ol a sorpent  with its stomuch filled with proecious
stones, but he was  alratd of touehing ib on aceount of the
ratbing nose of the stones.  ''hen o Kovaocha was askad,
to do tho Job bub he was given o kuotlod sorpont amd  ag
tho precious stones woro hold tightly paoked in their place

by the knots, ho hourd no ratbling, and boldly took it and
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split it liko a bamboo and made the cradle. VBoth castes
ware Uhenceforth to live on bamboo wickor work ; but tho
Méda sbill goos about in a gingerly manner and sphts his
bamboos from tho bottom, whereas the IKovacha procoeds
to cut them trom the top. Asa reward.for the cradlo
made by him, Pdarvati presented the Koracha with a divin-
ing rod of the bamhoo and a wimnow which she had been
using herself for fortunoc-telling, and that is how this pro-
lession has come down to them.

Mythology apart, they are a wandoring tribe found
all over the State. That they are decidedly of Tamil origin
is borne out by the langunage they speak, which is common
to them irrespective of the place they live in, whether as
Brukulas in the Telugn country, as Koravas in the Tamil
tracts, as Koramas or Korachas in the Kanuada parts or as
Koravis or Kaikaris in the Mahratta country.

Abbe Dubois is of opinion that their customs and
manners have much in common with those of wanderiug
tribes known in HEngland and France as Gypsies or Bo-
hemians, and that they might have come into tlus country
from Egypt. But the conclusion is far-letehed and Koramas
of this State do not show the least traces of such a distant
origin.

Thoy spoak a language wlhich appears to be a dialoct
of Tamil or a medley of Tamil, Tolugn and Kannada, the
firgl eloment propondorabing, It is not casily mtelligibla
to common people, and like all criminal tribes thoy have a
slang ol thoir own which the uninitinted eanmot understand.
Thoy are said to have, says My, Rico, n peculine gypsy
language of their own with a system of signals which

enables them to conyorso with the initiated, unobsorv-
od, *

Thore arg four main divisions which, though origin-
ally based on oceupations, have become endogainous at
present. They are tden or Dabbe Kovachas (wwdsy #adwu,
gty Bages?), Uppu or Ghattada Korachas (vomFsecess,
P8 Faowo), also known as Tttina Korachas (33 8 Rogesss),
Kunchige Korachas (Too%¥8 Badwdd) and Sopai Kora-
chag (Femdch Fweow@dd), There said {0 bo also Patrada

Korachay (#3838 Fadwtd) and Sile Kovchas (Rese $weowsh),
I
Uru Koraclhas are go called hocause they have settled

down within towns and villages. They arc agriculturists

* Mymiru Gnzottoor, ~ 1,233
B 2

Language,

Endogas
mous J1vi
S10M8.
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.bub also make bagkets, and their womon practiso tatlitooing

Mxogamons
divisions,

and fortunestolling,  Thoy aro stylod Dabbe Korachas as
they propare bamhoo baskets and obhor wickor work., Uppm
Kovachas trado in salt and are known also as Ghatlada
Korashas, boeauso bofore tho introduction of railways, thoy
were the chiof ocarriers of trado botweon the sea-coasts
aud the intorior of vho country above the ghats, Hitina
[{orachag nse hullocks more than donkeys as heasts of bue.
o, and they have incurrod notorioty as cabtlo-liftors.
Kunchigo Korachas are those who manulacture Kunchige or
the brush used by weavors for starching bhoir yarn,  Sonai®
Korachag goeb their namo from o wind insteromoent (o pipo
calledl sopd in their dialeet) on which they play.

LKxoopt Uru and Sonai ICorachas who are alinost sottled
and live within villages, tho rest are more or less reputed
to bo thioves and are known by the nickname of Nujin or
{thioving Korachas,

Thoy have four oxoganmous divisions: —Sitpadi (R0
&), Kivadt (¥0s3@), Ménpddi (Sotemn®), Mowdragubti (3203
3 ). Thoy say thar the poople of Sdipidi division regurd
the Kakhe plaut (7%, in Pelugu, 99) us suered and those
of tho Kdvaidi, the Margosa treo, and bhat they sol up stones
Lo reprosont thoir fanily gods wderneath theso  broos, to
worship thom.  Tho moanings of these terms are obsenro
and 18 said lo bo connected with tho varonas sorvicos por-
formod {0 the god (Venkataramanaswaini) ab tho shrme
of Tirupati, [bis statod that Sdipddi avo so callod hecanso
they adorn thewr god with flowors and jowols, this procoss
betng 1 Tamil styled Seipddi which is oquivalent to Sa-
marpand in Sangkrit, Kdvodi moans-o earrying pole and
tho pooplo of this division aro said to havo carmod thoir
offerings Lo thoir god, susponded to o polo ot both ends.
Ménpddi division sing praisos of god bofore tho idol; and
Mendraguils division olfor shoes to 1ho idol.

Siabpddi aned ICdvadi aro snid Lo be tho only two proper
divisions, tho other two Mendragutti and Ménpddi boing the
late immigrants [rom Bandar country (Krishnn Distriot),
belonging to thoso wmain divisions, They received separate
names, amd cven now, i gomoe places, it appoars thal

* Thoy wny bo vasily donbifiod ws i sonlee«gharmers who, rome

bepging playing on their pipos,  with colnas which  thoy exhibit
bofore honsos,
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intormarriages helween Sitpadi and Mendragulti or Kdvadi
Ménpddi are not allowed ; but this distinction ig not long
kept up.

Korachas have also what nre known as family or house
names, which however havo no significance in marital
relations. Somo ol these names are appended. Thoy have
no hypergatmous divisions.

The ordinary Korachas do nol observe any olaboralo
hirth coromonies. Soon after tho child 18 bord, it 15 wush-
ed 1n Inkewarm waler, and sometimes the mother ig algo
given a bath and made to lie flat, the waist being tightly
bandaged. Sheis given the usual heating medicines to
help her recovery, On the 5th or the 7th day, she and the
child are bathed, The whole house 18 cleaned with cow-
dung watdy and some castemoen ave inviled loa dinner. In
the evening of that day, the child is put into a eradlo and
1 given a name. Toddy, arrack and oven foreign liquors are
froely used on this ocecasion.

Thoir names are gonorally taken from those of their
gods and goddesses which include many sylvan doeities,
The [ollowing may be taken as typical, both for males and
fomales.®  Sunka (820F), Mdra (%), [uniirg (SBAORT),
Hanuwme  (BDY, Malln  (338), Yalla () and Micha
(®5%2%), nicknames sueh as, Jala (curly hatred), Soffe (crook-
od) are connnon

When a child is born after tho death of one or more
childvon, & peculiar custom 18 observed in some places.
Soon after the purification bath is taken, the mother
sithor really or nominally goes begeing to a few houses to
perform a vow proviously takon to Venkatramana (of Yire-
pati) or othor family “deity, while the father follows hor

e ey =t ——r ~—r LT A ET T

% Ty the Dravadian languages, tho smme name may be used for both
goxes, but the snx is always distingnished Dy tho ending, masenline
(nding in @ () and tho fominine inz (w). HEacept in familier inter

eourgo, an honorilic guflix i always, espociolly in the higher castes, add-
cd, which mny Dbegoither general such us appa (wa’i@-&nthur), Ty

(95&3%8 [xom Sanskeib arye, oldor ov sivy, appe (259, brother), or proles

sional or cadbe-denoting, such as sdsted, defhite for Beahmins, arasu or
rajesarasu for the Avasu (or kingly castes), sef{t, gauda, udyaka for
other sastes, and »dv indifferontly (ov Brahmens, Mabhrattas, Sudeas ete,

 Por Tomalo numes, the vorviely i not 80 greal, tho (erminabions
being amma, avve (*-‘55‘3.:& ﬁﬂﬁog, mother), ekha (Eﬂ"’t?'# , sister), and amnogp-

7t (oo 9%} o dimunitive lomx, to donoto denrnoess, of umma), the latior

betng slmu;i:ﬂ;lly employed by the Arasn community and those who imj.
babe fliom, *

.

—_— e —— T sl He P — e —

Birth
ceromonlesd,



Coneaile,

Acdoplion,

Marriano,

t

with tho child in his armg, Oul of the money colloctod, a
givor or a coppor nocklaco is made awd  pul round the
ahild’s nock,  "Thoe node is borad aud o ring ingorbod u the
holo 5 and tho ohild is givon a namo to donoto that ho hag
been born for tho sakoe of bhegging or by hogging . *

Thore is no custom of giving twoe names to bhe child,
ono {or coremonial purposes and the other for overyday
uge. Bul it ds a notorious fact that the Kovrachas who on-
gagoe thomselves in the profession of thioving havo n num-
bor of alinses, and (hoy have an- undorstanding among
thomselves as to which should be employed on each ocecasi-
on, 8o that tho decoption may not bo discovered, aven if the
other mombers of tho gang are separately quostioned about
thro namos of thewr agsooiates.

The Kovachas scom o havo tracos of the custom called
Cowvade, aceording (o which, whon a wife 18 delivored of o
child, tho hushand 18 conlined to bed and frontod as a doli-
cate paliont.  Thoe practico seoins {o he dyig oul, and
exists only in remole parts in the Shimoga  Digtriet and
elsowhere,  Those people woere quostioned in Hiriyur, Sirva,
Madaagir, Kankanhalll, Mulbagal and  Goribidnur Taluks
bub thay weve gouerally unwilling to admit 1lg  oxistence
withoul o ronnd-about  eross-oxamination, Thore v o pro-
vorh in Pamil which moeanas that when o Korama woman
brought forih a sou, the Kornmwaman abe nagafolida. 1 Hven
whoro tho wsage has not disappeared, they now only no.
minally follow it, giving tho husband a little of the meodi
eimos proparoed for tho wile, |

Whon a man hag no childron he may adopt o boy, pro-
forably tho xon of a brother or ono bolonging to the same
exogamous division, Bubt a brother cannot ho adopted,
There is no coremony shservod excopt that of {aking off
the old waist thread («odg8) of {ho boy amdl putting on
o new one and giving a dinnor o tho casto people, lo an-
nounge tho fnet.

Marringos are gonorally celobrated afler puborty. A
woman may, without incwrring any soainl odimmn, remain

* n;i;vll 0 ’I‘hu}ur!}ydq&’m (@daa:i@?‘iﬁﬁ‘) or Verapdrilbi-pud] .au:u-fir_luz@ga
oG a@%ﬁmﬁa) ‘
 Todd B e O wagu Rdvoriaedo &r:agaﬁt

£ Tho late Me, (¢ Krishna Weo mado sonto ouguity on this matior
whilo he wasy Hu{mrintumlun{ of Toliwo in Shimogn, and Tulnivhed
short aecount, wlicl has hosn publishod by the Suporintendent of the

Mudras Musonm, in o Bullotin, (Vol, IV, No. 2, pp. 115-116),
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unmarried. If she should be discoverad to have gone
asbray, she is made to join the man, i feddike, if ho 18 of
the damo caste. If the paramour 1s of a differont but higher
casle, her fault may be condoned by a fine, hut if he hap-
pens to be of a lower casle, sho loges hor caste.

Polygamy 1s allowed and practised to some extend
according to tho means of tho husband, but polyandry is

unknown.

In marriages, they have to avoid girls among their
agnatic relations and others born in their own group, the
atfinity to the group being traced through males. Mar-
riage with an eldor sister’s daughter is allowod, but the
daughter® of a younger sister cannot be taken to wife,
unless by a widower. Mabernal unele’s or paternal aunt’s
davghter may bo maurried ; but in the case of the paternal
aunt’s daughter, if hig father or patermal wnele (younger
or elder) has already married a daughtor of hers, the other
canunot be married by him (the nephew). Marriages in
the soction in which one’s own mothor or fathor’s mother
was born aro allowed, but not in the seetion in which one’s
own mothor’s mothor was born, as tho laller genorally
happens to he of oneg’s own section. A man wmay marry
two sistors, bul nol simultancously. It is said that if a
man hag marvied tho youngor of the two sistors, the clder
cannol afterwards be takon to wilo, oither in regular
marriage or in kddike, on tho ground that tho rolationship
ag wife's sistor (93 %) is looked npon ag equivalent o thak
of a mothor thus rendorimg marriage with her inecostuous,
Two sisters may be mariied by two brothors, The only
other formula not coverod by the 1ule of oxogamy is that
the intendod eouple should not ho velated, either actually,
or by analogy as pavent and child or as brothor and
sisber, 1'hero ig no objection to cxchange of daughtors Lo-

tween two [amilics in marriage.

It is a binding custom among the Korachag that {he
first two danghters of a woman muat be given, on a reduced
tera, Lo hor hrothor 1o he mavried either by himself or to
hig sons. LI he Lius no sons and does not himsell stand in
noed of the girls for marriago, his right to them is exev-
cised Dy hig gelling Lwo-fifths of the lere amount payablo
for onch of thom al thoir marriage, bub il he takes them, he
pays only 12 pagodas onch, while the usual tora is 20

pagodas.
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This is ono of the fow caslos in which tho wife may
bo older than the hushand by months and oven, though
vavely, by years. This s oxpluined by thom ay owing to
Lheir disinclination to fovego thoir right to murry a sistor’s
danghior which is univergally rocoguised in tho casto,

There are no impassable bars Lo marriago imposod hy
religions or professional considorations, Imi thoy usually
conlract mavital rolations only with [mnilios thal ave
known to onc anothov and that are already so oconuceled.
Such of the caste as have long given up eriminal and pre-
datory habits, and have sottled m lowns and villagos
owning houses and othor proporty, will not naturally enter
into allianco with thoir castomen, who aro slill noloriously

addieted to suelt habits.

Tho Korachas who have adopled sotbied habits, have
been imitating Vakkaligas and other similar casles in {heir
marriage coromonial to a groater or less oxtent, Bub the
wandoering poriion of thom still rotain thoir peouliaritics.
Thoy observoe no  Vijya-Sdstra (MVgER,)), do not call in
any band of pipers nor usoe the bhdshinga (¥9407) mariage
chaplet, and some do nol oven oreel a mgrriage booth,
The Brahman astrologor is consulted only to sce if tho
slars correspondmg to tho namoes of parlies agroc® and
to fix o day, Ife has no further share m tho colobration

of the marrago.

r

Monday iy considerod 1he propor one (o commence
the actual ceromony. On the provious IMriday, the bride.
groom goes to tho bride’s hul and prosonts hov with a fow .
colng, tho accoptanco ol which signifios hor congent.  They
are bolth then rubbed wilth {urmeric pasto and have a
gonoral feasting soparatoly in their own places.

I{ tho parties livo 1n soparato villages, the hridegroom
and his party arrvive ab tho village of tho bride and pileh

1lioir hut near hors,

On the day fixed {or the marmdinge, two [reglh huts ave
erceted, with their doors opening to tho east, one heing for
(ho bride and the other lor the bridegroom. Sirietly
speaking, thus shuum bo done though they live in honsos
in villages, as wmarriages mush always tnke plaece beforo huts
temporavily put up, bub thoese living in 1owns bavo mostl

Ju,

Ev i wepll Lt T LT T P A dm e du e P egrn [ | "

s malel’  main

P raswat -1 He r [

# PLig ik epdled in Kanvadna as eras wbale (ﬁﬁd}mu)! $. 0., agrectonl

ol ngmes, _ '
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givon up this practice. The parties are led o their huts
ancd are anointed and bathod, Thoy are then scated on
pices of dale mats and are Dbesmoared with turmenrc.
After this, they havo a dinner [or the castemen.

Ta the evening ul aboul 6 tho bride and the bride-
groom are again anointod snd bathed. Dressed in fresh
clothes, thoy aro wado o git facing each othor on date
mats bobwoon tho two huls,  Tho [ringos of their garments
arc tied togother, and belweon tho couple lwo pots (@08
nes) are keplt on o date wmat and worshipped. Lhey rest
their hands on these pots, the houd of the bridegroom
heing placod over that of tho bride; and each ties to the
obher’s wrist a bankaua ol woollen and cotton threads twist
ad togethor and a turmeric root, a lotel leal and a copper
ring tied tetil, Similar kankapas aro tied to the pots also.
The couple are then led to the bride’s house by the Diide-
oroomw's matornal uncle or a similar velation,  That night,

= .
the hride and the bridegrgpm obscrve a {ast.

Early tn tho morning, tho noxt day, tho matornal
nnele of either the brido or the bridegroom who happons
to be unmarriod, outs a branch of a Ndraje tree (Jambo-
lana, and places 1t ab o woll or a walor course. Tive
persons, two mon and throo warried women, go there
carrying two sacrod pols and a hight, fill tho pols with
waler, worship thom and tho piece of Nérale wood, and
bring thom to the bride’s hut.  "I'his branch is fixed on a
small daiy in leout of the bride’s hut and the pots are
depositied on a boed of rice sproad noar it Two ocarthen
dishes filled with cobton sced and castor oil ave placed on
these pots and lighted and kept burning till the didre is over.
It 1s the beliol thal if theso lighls, styled mandapa dipa
(300R30¢®), burn stoadily, the marriage will prove a
happy one. A kdlase i also placed thore on grains of
rioe spread in o dish, and pije 18 made toit, & cocoanut
being olfered and frankincense burni.

Tho bride and the bridegroom are mnow conducted {0
this place and stand fucing each other, tho bride looking
towards tho cast. The bridogroom tics the (dfz made of
a string of black glass boads round tho bride’s neck ; and
thon they put handfuls of rice on aach. othor’s head, The
marvied couple sit Lo a common meal (&%), wilh tho
three women and Lwo men that have brought the sacred
twig and pots, in wlich cookod rico, plantaing, jaggory and
gheo are servod to them.

Y
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Aftor this they have Nalugw ~when tho bridegronm
and the brido sit together and offer to cach othor Mowors,
gandal, turmeric paste and pan-supari, and pour sdse o
rioe® on each obhor,  Thon with tho [ringos of thoir garments
tied togethor, and holding each other by tho mght hands, they
are taken {o batho, 'They sil wside by side on woodoy
pestles Inid on the ground and walor 18 poured on them,
Thay go with wol clothes on and worghip tho Néraje twig
by going round it thrico aud falling prostrate belovs it

““The pol, searching” ceremony takos place next. A
pot decorated with echunam lines 18 fillod with red colourad
waber, and picces of silver, copper and gold ave thrown in i,
Tho bride and the bridegroom aro mado to scarch for and

pick out those piecos allornatoly. 2

That ovoning the bride and the bridegroom drossed
in rich clothes, and tho girl prolusely bedocked and erown.
ed with flowers go in state to*a lemple and altor wor
ship return Lo the bride’s hui, the procession being led by s
mareicd woman carrying a lamp on hor hoad. At the
entrance of tho hub, the woman waves this tamp about the
couple for which soivico sho veecives o lith}a presont,
The eouple are thon taken into the hut, given [rosh elothes
and served with food, which thoy and tho three married
wowmeoen and two men roforrod fo, must cal from the same
dish. This 18 called tho socond Busna (2Ves2),

T'hon tho Nérale branch sel up in tho pandal, is romoy-
od after ptje from s place., Bolore 1t removal, the
castemon aSsomblo and demand prosents according to the
means of tho parties. Thoy bogin sometimoes as high as
a hundrod rupees, but by huggling tho demand is reduced
Lo about Avo or ten rupeocd.  Ococasionally whon tho parvbies
aro vory poor, it 18 even compounded for a botel leal and

a nul.

Tho brido and the bridogroom aro again besmeared
with tormerio, and the mothor fills the givl’s garmmnent with
prosonls consisgting of dry cosoanuts (kopra) cub in halves,
{urmerie roots, botol leaves and nuls, five quartor-seers of
rice and fivo hagas, Thoy then rise from thoir seats wibh
the fringes of thelr garments ticd togother and holding
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* Rico iy holiovod bo ba the gipn of pleaty and tha Llowing of rice o
tho hosds of the couple by way of blossing 1s weant o iuvoke prosparity
and happiness on them, In overy auspioions sevemony Lhis is an impols
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ench othor's right hand. The bride transfors tho presents
into the cloth of tho bridegroom, who keeps the rice and
reburnsg tho rest to hor. They salule the olders by pros-
traling beforo thom and recoivo their congratiulations ac-
companied with prosonts of monoy ranging from a two anna
pieco upwards, though rarely going to rupecs. Tho hut
erocted [or tho husband is then pulled down and ils
matorials and tho domostic vessels contained in it are carri-
ol Lo somo distance by the bride, who also drives at the
samo time her husband’s donkeys to the now sile. She
then puts up the hub agaim and with five married women
who accompany hor, sho Tfetches water from a well,
cooks food and sorvos 1t Lo all the guests, This finally
instals her in her new house a8 its mistress,

L,
Thig hui is again pulled down and those who brought:
the matorials of the hut and the milk post tie them up in a
bundle, which thoy sink in a pond or well. They are then
dismugsod with presonis of par-yupart and some money.

The amount of hride price or fera (or dli in Telugu) 13
94 pagodas or Rs. 72, and in somoe places 20 pagodas or
Ra, 00. It s said that sometiines ag much as Rs 100
has (o bo paid, On account of the general poverty of the
easto, the paymont 18 sproad over o large number of yours
and it is reported to be not uncommon for a man to temain
indebled to the family of his father-in-law during his
whole lifo. Among somoe femilies, particularly among the
wnndoring portion of tho casie, the son-in-law lives near
his father-in-law’s hut till o child is born to him.

Among the more civilized portion ol the caste, half
the fera ig paid ab once; the remaining hall being paid al
n subsequent date or at the consummation of marriage. A

widowor marrying n virgin necd not pay any additional
amount. ‘

Tho expenditure ab a marriage of course greatly
varios according to the moans of the partics. In addition
to tho amount of fera, tho avorage for a family mn ordinnry
«which gonorally moauns, poor) circumslances, may De
roughly ostimatod to bo twonty vupees for toddy, twenty-
five rupees as feeding charges, and twonly-five rupcos for
olothes and sundry purposoes.

Both partios, espocially thai of tho hridegroom, must

supply  the oastomoen with deink every day, and any

‘omisgion {0 do so 18 rosented and leads to quarrel.
N
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Whon a girl atlaing puboerty, shoe is considerad impuyg;
for four days, During this porod, she remains outsido the
house or hut and o soparate shod, wado of greon loavos of
Lakkali plant 1s pul up lor hor.  Sho 18 given a mab to sit
ou, and u hraneh of Mika plant and an ivon knifo wre kopt
always in the shed to ward oll ovil gpivils, Lo whose atiac g
she is consideroed spocially liable during tho time,  Among
nooplo living in villages and  towns, tho coromony of
presonting bhe givl with cocoanuls and othor ithings filled
in hor garmeut, is observed overy ovening, [

On the Alth day, two married womon assist hor to
batho and presont hor with pan-supasri, dried cocoanut
holves and somo dates and Bengal gram soakod in water,
Green gram and rice are separatoly boilod and mixed together
with jaggory and madoe inte balls of which throe are given
{o tho girl (o cat, bthe rost boing given nway Lo two boys
and two givls. Thore 1y genovally a dinnor to lhoe caste.
The givl takos ouly ono meal during the day. |

[m the caso of a girl who hag attainod puberty belore
marriago, consummabion is dolayoed [or throo mounths afiey
tho marriago, ab the end of which the husband goos to hig
wife's hat, a custe dimnor 18 given, aud manh and wife there

alter live together.
i

Widow marriage is freely allowed, nidd o wonmn may
marrey os many times as she ploases, provided that b the
Limo of evory subsoquont marriago, hor provious husband
ig eithor dead or has divoveod her. The coromony ubsmwudg
ig very simple.  The hoad of the easto stylod Ndyak is!
invited along with othor caste peoplo,  In the ovening of :
bho day fixed, bofore the house of the woman, hev inbmldef{%
hugband  presonts hor with a new cloth with or withont
somo jewols m addibion,  Thoe Zaye presontod 1o tho oastdd
by her provious husband al marriage, «is  roburned 6%
hig hoir, and o similar sum 19 now given Lo the oasie by
the now husband, T'ho Nayak then declares them husband Aﬁ;
and wile, Tho castomen are treatod to a dinunor and arg
regaled with toddy. Tho lerd amount paid to g widm?
varies bolwoon [rom throo pagodas to lourteen pagodas, )

A widow cannol marry hor husband’s brother, ;ff‘;;'
may marry any othor lbelonging to his division or septid
1t has beon statod in ono account that the second hushangy
who I8 allowed the concession of paying a low fera has
support the eluldron of tho woman by her frst husbandy
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though when grown up, thoy reverl to tho family of {he
Arst. husband.

Divoree is pormitbod on acconnt of the wile's aduliery. Divoree
The divorced woman may marry hor paramony, the laticr
having to pay to tho provious husband not only the lera
amount paid by him, bui also the cxponses of marriage.

Adullery with a man of a highor caste is gonerally
condoned, butl ontails oxcommunication when the woman
has gone astray with a man of a lower caste. [t has beon
statod that & man ol this caste who attempts to outragoe
the chastity of a married woman, is punished by having
his head and whiskers completely shaved, and paraded
the stroet seated on a she-donkey, a paste of onions being
nreviously goplied {o his bald crown, 1f he wishi s to rejoin
the caste, he 13 finnd the cost ol a dinner with toddy to
the casfemen. ‘

Thay arc not vory strict in matters of seanal morality,
Bub it 15 hfficult to beliove as stated i a vecent publication
that they saell or pledge their wives “taking them back
““ upon redemption of the plodge with any clnldren born
“in the interval and trcating them as thoueh uothing
“lhad happoned, ™  No finco of this praciice as a
custonl, counld be discovered by cenquiries made in this
dtate. Lt s likely that tho observation is duo to a hasty
generalisation from some causes of soxual laxity coming to
notico. DBul poverty and alow standard of moality ac-
count for the wives of criminals incarceraled for long
berms accepting the proteciion of somo one elso, and ro-
furning to the husband after his retury,

If & man hag soxudl conncobion with an unmarried
xirl and tho fact becomos known to the casle, the pair will
ga married under Lidike lorm, Tho man pays some fine,
which 18 gpont in supplying toddy to the castemon, and
gives a dinnov,  The pair remain separale till they go to
Tirapati and have' the cercmony called {ala-bdlu (Bv%en)
performed thero. Two or threo odstemen accompany them
to the temple thero, After worshipping at the shrine, the
priest throws some rico ou the heads ol the pair scated
fogethor with their children, if any, on eithor side.  They
thon, in their turn, ponr rice on cach other’s hoads, This

nlly validabes their warriago, and the cbildron bovn of
;gbis wedloek, whether beloro or afier this coremony, will

i
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be ontitled to have their marvingod porlovmod in (ho .
eular fashion, Tho omission ol bLhis ceromony is said i
loavo the children i the inforior stabus ol Kudikbc-Saly
(progeny of concubinage) and they aro nol allowed maps
mago relations with (hoso vogularly born®* T o widoy
or a divorced woman marries unother, the form ol mamings
is kidike, bub sho uced uot undergo the éale-baln coi cmony
ab Tirupati, as she has already undorgone regular mnrriage
OTLG0,

Thoy bury their doad. As soon as lilo is oxtine,
tho body is washed auda mark is pul on the [lorchoad:
ndma if v male and Lunkuswe gpob i o female.  Thon il i
covered up ina now cloth and is carried Lo tho burial
ground on a bier built of bamboos. Tho carriers must, if
pogsible, bo all rolatod as agnates to tho decoasod. As
usual, tho body is placed on the ground whoen shall-way ko
the burial ground, and tho chiol mourner going round it
threo timog from right to loft,t Dhronks & now pol standing
by the hoad of the corpse, and throws aboul cooked rico
round tho bior. Theroupon the earriors chungo sides and
take tho body siraight to tho burial ground. They lower
the body into tho pit, and the chiel mournor putbs tho first,
handfal of carth, the othors all doing likewise altor him,
When tho grave is thug elosod up, the chiel mouruer goes
round the gronnd with a bhurning faggol of wood and
quonches it ab the hewd side of tho buriod hody.}  The:
body is buried with tho head tarned to tho south wud only
the elobli in which tho body has been rollod np s burioed
plong with ik, On tho grave thoy loave w qaarior anna*¥
comm whieh a lloloyn takos for himsolf.  "The pavby res
fury homw aftor bathing in o viver orw woli, and have to!
geo & light kept burning at the place whoro the decoased:
expired. " 1
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* This practice 8 in voguo only wmong  the wandoering  portion of |
Kornohus. : |

t Mo puspicious coromonies whou ona has to go round in token of
showing respect or worship, one goos from loft Lo vight——in tho way the
sun moves apparently mothe sky,  Tnounwwpiciony eoromonies, sueh a8
doath cevomonios, one gonmally civewnambulalos in the  contrary or
apaseeye mannyy. ' e

I Thig iy known in Telugn ns talugorive peffdds (@Hﬁﬂﬂ'&ﬁ%ﬁaﬂg
wg, placing o fogpol ab tho hoead, }B‘
¥ This iy callod in Kennade neliehdge (Sosor) and i Ht&i&@

proporly Lo bolong to n onsle of mon lowwn o Suduy didn .‘S'a'ddas%i
(ﬁ@ﬁiﬁaﬁihﬁﬂﬁb) 01 ICAti Pipas (‘&aﬁdﬁ‘&aﬁuh) in Toelupn, The TInley;ﬁﬁé

collecks thig on bahalf of the whove and whon {hey pay  the Holoyasy,

poriodival visite, tho lutbor have lo pay sonto antounb on this uuuuuﬂﬁ{?é;
L |
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On tho thivd day, tho chief mourner and some others
Jf tho family go to tho burial ground and offer cooked rice
and water to the doceased. Again on tho fifth day, they
similarly offer food at tho grave. [t is belioved that the
spirit of the doceased is lingering about in tho bodies of
crows which should eat up this food. 'This day all
the agunates tako a bath which removes tho pollution. At
the end of a month or afta later date wilhin tho third
month, all the castemon and relalions are invited to a
dinner, and olferings of food are made to a kaluse set up
in the name of tho deceased.

They do not obsorve srdddhas, but during the Dasara
or on the Mahalaya new-moon day—a Kalosn is set up in
the middlo of the house, new cloths, if they can afford to
buy them, are kept neart, and pwju is made to it by burning
incense and broaking a cocoanul in the names of the
deceased ancestors,

Korachas wore formerly a nomadic people, but many Social
of them have now sottled in towns and villages. They have Status
no recognized head-quarters. 'I'ho nomadic .section aro es-
sentially a criminal clags, figuring largoly in dacoity, high-
way robbery and burglary., They go aboul in gangs when
on thoir crmminal oxpeditions, and dilferonl gangs have
some meang ol keoping themselves informed of the move-
monts and places of rvendesvous of thoir allied gangs, to
whatover distance they may ponotrale.

[Fru-Korachas live in houses similar Lo thoso of othoer
castes of their own sbanding, bul the wandoring Korachas
live outsido the villages in temporary huts of arched cover-
ing like tho top of a country cart, the benl bamboos bemng
stuck in the ground, so as to leave a breadth of about four
feet. Thoy encamp in groups and when they shift their
places, they carry away their huts on their bullocks. The
thisving gangs gonorally seleot thorr places for camping in
the jungle.

They have no objection to take inte thair fold persons
male or female, of other castes, such as Vakkaligas, Bana-
Jigas or Kurubas, who are admttedly higher in social
scale. *  Somoe accounts say that tho convert must bo ons
belonging by birth Lo the right hand group (18 Phanag), to
which the Korachas belong, Somo ceremony is obsorved
af the timo ol admisgion, Tho candidate after a bath gets

[ S PNy gl —

S is sadd thab o Bralman will not bo sdipitlod into thoir cagbo,

arva R




16

his tongue slightly touchod with o burnt picco of gold or
margoss glick, Somotimos hie has Lo swallow a litblo of bup.d.
meric and sonpnut pagte,  1fe gots ththe and prasdda in

temple, and aftorwards givos a dinnor (o tho eastomoen, withy
whom ho also eatd sitting in tho same Iine, aftor tho headman '
hag publicly amonuneod hig admission,  Tu the cvening th3
castomon aro gonorally regaled with toddy ab tho oxponso of”
tho new-comor, "

They ave not required to owmploy Brahmans for thein
marvringes or any other ceremonial purposes. But somo of
them, settlod in towns, oceasionally callin Brahmans chiefly
as o mark of respectability, and whon any Brahman doos go
10 minister to them, he is not subjectod Lo any soucial disability.

[n social position, thoy rank very low, although they
belong to tho right. hand group ol castos known as {hg
Ilightecen Phanas,  In tho bell and thespoon, thoeinsignia of
tho Bighteon Phanas whicli is always kopt in the custody of
the Uhalavid,* tho prolossional symbol of tho Korachag,
namoly, the splitting knifo, is ongraved, and the Chalavdd;
carvies the ingignin in their processions and othor solomng
occasions,  Tho Korachus aro admilied enly iuto {he cmtm;g
portions of tho houses of Brahmans, aud nctual bodily
contach with thom is avoided. When o congrogation of .
all tho castes takes placo in & templo, tho Korachas oeeupy,
2 place only nest nbove the Nivyindas (burbors) and Agasas |
(washormen) and do not. entor {he inner portion of tho Ltomple, ;
They oan live 1u the same quartor of the village which other,
non-Brahman clagses oceupy, bub in large towns {hey
ugnaily havo separnto quartors, Thoy are lower in slatug,
than tho Mdédas, anolhor clags of workers in bmnhoﬂ.g
Thy Korachas who follow thig proTession can be sintlocli*‘ﬁ
out ['rom the Mdédas from Lho absonco of Trisile or iridon
engravod in thoir (Kornehas') knifo.  Asg rogards dining,
the only elasses who oat in tho houses of Korachas Ew{%}

Holeyas and Mddigas. .

They ent sheop, goatls, pigs, tho lnrger spocios of thes
lizard class and fAsh of all kinds,  T'hey o not eat bosf of
kill snakos and monkoys. Thoy indulgo rathor excossively
in drink, using both conntry and foroign liguor, n
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¥ Ohaleeadi, who Is n Uoloyn 1 canto, i3 the sorvant of the
of castos coming under {ho Hilg.a:iitﬂml Phouas,  1le i« {ho enatodiang R
Lho symbol of this sestion, tho bell and the indle, on which arg angravadm

the soveral insignia of tho castos composing it.
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The Uru and other setiled divisions of tho Korachas Tuibal ore
have & Sofii and a Yajman as their tribal [unclionarics, genization
who enquiro inbo and sottlo their disputes. Their presence
is necessary 1n all marriage and other coremonies, They
are said to bolong Lo the right hand division, thatis, Bighteen
Phavas and ag such aro under the jurisdiction of the Désa
Setti.

Tho wandoring Korachas are divided into several gangs
at the hoad ol each of which is a Ndyak or headman. The
office of this man is notl hereditary bubt goes to the most
competent among them. Ile commands much respeot in
the community and ssttles all the dispules among
them. When they divide their predatory gamns, the Niyak
gefg an extra share and In reburn, it is incumbent on
him to use*every endoavour to obtain the rolease of any
one of the gang that may be caught and cast in prison, and
ta make proper arrangement for tho maintenance of the
convict’s wife and children. Periodically members of all
the gangs wmosel al a known rendezvous and settle their
casto disputes. Such meetings continue for several days
and the toddy and aetrack shops in tho viemity drive a
good trade, .

Tho genoral [Iindu law 18 applied Go thein in matlers Inhoritance
of inherittnco, Bul in tho cwsv of those not rogularly
settlod in {owns, thoy rarely have property sufliciont to
raige any questions of dispute, and as sueh property that
they have 18 gonevally of o kind not o bear too eloso un
investigation as to 1its origin, the disputos arve generally
settled among themselves, The father seems to be regard-
od as having mnore power than under the ordinary law,
and tho sons are not allowed fio claim a share against his
wish., They seitle disputes by casto ,meetings, and tho
decisions are enforcoed by pain of social osiracismm,

The divisions namod above, are occupational. Utu Oceupation,
Korachas usod to trade 1 carth salt and even now in the
places whore it ia propared, they buyil up from the Uppa-
ras or salt makers and rotail it to the villagers, “The trade
however has almost, disaﬁpeamd owing to the competition
of sea salt, Now they have settled down to agrienlture,
and are hardly digtinguishable from the obher agriocul-
turists, unless it be from tho soothsaying and lattooing-
which their women still practise, The Koranchas of this
ivigion are also known as Uwblbe or Bamboo Korachas, and
they make mats, winnows, sioves, oradles and bagkets of all
“kinds and gizes, Tho Ghapiada or Uppu Korachas wore also

0
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formorly grent tvadors in salt. Boforo tho eouniry was opened
up by railway communieation, they usod to ply hobtweon'
tho sea~coast and tho interior wilth droves of pack bullocks”
and asseg, on Lhe backs of whiel their morehandiso of salt’
and griing was' transported. They used to tvavoel [rom'
placo 1o place with salt in caravans with thoir women and’
children, carrying the matorials of thoir huis along with
them, Bul improved roads and means of iransport havo sadly
encroached on their mam lawlul oceupation, and hag dviv-
on them more than evor to thieving whers thoy have
nol seltled down to agriculture, In somo places, howover, (as,
e. g, Avani, in the Mulbagal Taluk, Kolar District) they
gtill. adhere to their old profession and buy imported salt
in fairly large quantities in weokly fairs, and sell if in
retail in the surrounding villages, thus making a scanty
living for themselves.

The Korachas are included undor the oriminal tribes
and are placed undor surveillanco, They gonerally take
greal procautions in carrying out gang robbovios, posting
soniinels and overawing tho inhabitants of the village
from giving help to their vietimg, They train their youths
in the arts of lymg, and subject them to the digeipline of’
sufforing pain without, winecing, so that they may not
easily betray their accomplices whon caught.  Burglaries
and robbories on & large soalo aro ofton ilhe work of
Korachag, and to strike tormror into bho hoarts of the
villagors, thoy somelimes emrry {torchos with thom.* 'They
are also adepis m eattlo-lifting, Their womon gometimos
go about, hawking baskots and profossing lo read lortunes,
and collect informabion as to the most suitable houses foy
atfnak, »

Tatlooing is dono by tho women'of the Koracha caste,
Womon are thetr patrons gonorally, though ocoasionally
mon submit thomgelves Lo the operation. Tho tabtbooors.
“generally use pigmonts of black and groon colour, rarely.
“of blug or dark groon ocolours. They preparo these:
“pigmonts by nnxing with tho juice of cortain plants on
“herbs fino charcoal powder oblained by burning a cocoes ,
“nut sholl and powdering it finoly, or lamp-black or soofy

“and adding to the mixture, boforo it is used, either breas)
“milk ov waler or boll,
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¥ Koo Abbo Dubois on tho enstoms and manners of tho Uindus
. 66-87 sy to the manuor ol their carrying oul their nefurions trade,

T Sea Mysors Gonsus Ruport, D01, in which an oxcellont ﬂunouuﬁff
of (il boomng 18 mven, i
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Alter tho tattooing operation isover, the Koracha
woman asks for and gols some chilliog and a little salt which
ghe waves round the tatiooed portion repeating a formula
whiclh means that by tho help of such and such a god, the
effect of ovil oyos cast on the tatioo, by the by-standers
aud othery Including the woman herself, be removed.
Then she smears this portion with turmeric powder. This
ig said to prevont the tattooed portion from gwelling.

The designs omployed in tattooing are very varied,
flowers, birds and plants being the most usual. The
Korachy woman gonerally keeps a book in which are drawn
a number of figures, which she submiis to the patient for
selecting the pattern. There is a graduated scale of charges
for ench design. In addition to these modes of living, they
engage thexselves in catching edible birds for sale or con-
sumption by themselves. They cabch birds by means of
gnares or nets and sometimes by placing gum on the roosts.
The women somolimos gain a pittance by beguing af the
doors of others.

In the Census Report of 1901, the Korachas are
classed ag animists, Animism has been defined as * the
belief which traces overything in the world, from the greater
natural phonomona to the various diseases and mis-
fortunes which afflicl mankind, to the action of numberless
indeterminato, powers or influences, amonyg which, on tho
thoory which givos rise to the name, the souls of departed
ohiefs and anceslors are supposed to occoupy a prominent
place. ”  These distinotions are not, at any rate so lar as
the population of this State is conecerned, exclusively appli:
cablo to any clags or caste, The porformance of Sraddhas
and other similar ceremonics shows that the highest clhgses
are not frec from this belief. But ag we go down 1in the
soale, the belief in spirits and the praclice of oflering wor-
ship to them is.found to assume more and more importance.
Kovacha class can hardly be regarded as pure anmmists as
their principal god is Venkataramapa ol ‘Iirupati, com-
monly known among them as Tirupati Timmappa. They
~ go on piigrimage Lo this shrine periodically, and as noliced
already, any informal union of an unmarriod girl with a
- man must he confirmed by the porformance ol the marmage
'~ Iite there,

Tho namos of the chiel female deities worshipped by
them wre Durgamma, Mdramma, [lalagamma, Mdthang-
~ amma, Gangamma, Maddaramma and Yelamma,  Tho

Religion,
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worship ol a spivil known ag Munisvara, 18 vory common iy
bho caste. Thoy offor sheop and goats o thoso deitioy ang
thoy eat tho sacrificod animels, léach of thoir sottlomenig
sontains & hut or othor structure dodicatod 10 one of thege
local gods, and thoy conducl the pée in their own manngp.

Thoy obsorvo no fasts butb koop somo of the Principg)
{easts of Lie ITindus, such as, tho new-your’s-day, (o
foast and Navardtri,  daturdays are duvotod o Lo wop
ghip of Vonkataramann. All of thom, wholhor hulnugiug
to the wandemug or tho gelilod soction, bathe on that day
and 1f a Vishya tomple is near at hand, they 20 thoro and
offer fruits and lowers and gol prasdde boforo thoy cat
thoir food.

They havo faith in soveery, but they consult® no sooth.
sayors., As the Koracha wowmon arce profossional s00bhsay-
org, thotr waul of faith in their own (rade is sieuificant,
Bul they have an implicit beliof in owmons, and it is gaid
that, whonever tho Korachas propose going on their depra-
datory excursions, thoy offor pidfe at their tomplo and pray
to be favored with good Iuck. The omons and tho signis
ficance attached to them wre the samo as for othor casles
who share the supoerstilion, and thoy aro such as the chirps,
ing of a lzavd, snoezing, and tho crossing of snakes, sats
and other animals, whon one starts on any husinoss, Indood,
thers 18 n rogular codo of omoens on which tho oldor mom-
bors are an authority, and tho rules wro oven collectod in
printed books.

degellano- Kopachas got themsolvoes tattoood, A woman may geh
“H' fattoood any time befovo sho becomns a mothor, It is said
that al  tho timo when sha gols stattonod for the frst
Lime, hor patornal auni is invited to o dinner. She ig Droe
sontod with a now sddi and the day is obsorved as n {oast.
As rogards dross, mon wonr short drawers, a turban and an
upper cloth and somegimes +a coal.  Thoy put on car-rings
sbylod  Mdtimurumy {3393 s3208588) and. silver bangles on tha
wrists, Womon woar a sddi, bul not a ravike, but among

Uru and Sonai Kornchas women wear this arficle of dress
also. The wandoring Koracha women put on garlauds of
glass beads profusely., .




APPENDIX.

*House or family names’ of 1ho Korachas.

[Fa—

ekllially

Allipe (0g%)
Awlbdidri (©900A0))
Dollaga (239,1)
Dandi (NoR)
Ohendaru (850800)
Désari (8%0)
Gugjalu (TO%,e0)
Kampa (Fo®)
Khddei (33°0))

10 Lidsari (SWRR0)

11 Malleln (=08 ws)
12 Mwndaly (Sd0men)
18 Maramdnu (SI055%:3)
|de Ml (ESJEQM)

16 DPenmanadi (338353)
16 Prilu (Rpe0)

17 Pydrama (¥%0)
18 Rdyitaru (0e00Em)
19 Ulightolu (wodnydiasten)
20  Upydli (wowiagd,
21  Vémudr (Ri’&ma?))
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