The
€thnoaraphical Survey of TFEYSORE.

https://indianculture.gov.in/rarebooks/ethnographical-survey-mysore-kuruba-caste
Il '
.'._I..-_'_ - . ] ! . : ! . o . .
KURUBA CASTE.

BY

H. V. NANJUNDAYYA, MA, ML

CBANGALORX: .
WRINTED A% FHE GOVERNMENT PRESS

Lrice 8 Anngs


Werner Soors
https://indianculture.gov.in/rarebooks/ethnographical-survey-mysore-kuruba-caste





>

CONTIHNTS.

Taime
g s s ‘oo
Language .. .,
Divsions - L, s
thl th Caeransontag -, ‘oo
Arlnptimf o e oy
Muginge 1111(1 Muiriage Rolalions ‘e
Muitiage Cotoioities oo ’os
Brido Pues . ves
Puhlily ' "
Widow Martingo s voy
Divores vor e e
Adullery "o ‘s
$edication of Girls—DBuswvis .
.
.[J{Hl:th‘ﬂ(}m*ulnﬂniuﬁ ‘\‘_ o ey
.«

Social Habits .. ¢
QOcaupabion e oo
Ihﬂigim{ T ose "
Opths . ‘ee as
Sﬂ:{;th%ying vos "
Saeery. . cor oo o
.1)1‘{}HH s e m

é

b 4 . "F
Appendix-*tlunes of Tixogumouy Divisfond

LR

LA L

%y

tn

Ly

L R |

(RN

a kB

ik

Epa

kR

e

Bk

TR

ara

raw

-r

Ak

FE I

rPe N

15
14
1
17
1T
17
18
H

28--d4



KURUBAS,

. Lho Kurubas form an important portion of the popu-
lation of the cowhbry, nwunbering 877,001, of whom 187,082
are males aull the rosl females. Thoy ave distributed all
over thg State in varying numbers, largest number being
kbound insphe Mysore District.

Jf‘?«*‘ The usual. name of the caste 1s Kuruba, but sotne of Names,
thom call themselves Prathama Sudras and Indra Sudras,

[t is sowotimes known by the name of Kanakajuliyavaru,

and they ,assert thali Kanakedas, the famous devoteo of
Yishnu, was o.man of this caste.

Cranca and Tlepgade are the titles used by them with
Lhelr corrosponding fomninine cquivalenls Gaudali and
HMoggadati, and they are tacked on to tho names to denote
sespectabiliby, as, Bire Ganda, Batyappa Heggnde.

The word Kuruba means a koeper of kuri or sheop.
Tho Kwrnbasstond sheop and shear the wool and weave
coarso blankets or kawblis oul of it.  Thoy are a simple
unsophisticated clase, aud ave generally rvegarded as
deficient in underatanding, though there 1s reaily no reason
o stuppose that they arve inlelleclually inferior 1o others of
a colrogpondrng position,*

" Soveral persons of the caste have adopled agriculture
ns Lhoeir profesyion, and Lhese are as well off as other raiyats,
in that business.

*l'o explain why the profosgion of tending sheep was
M@]:J'Leﬂ, Thoy tell & sfory of which it i difficult Lo mako
ou? the significance. When Padinalkhya,whois said to be
their progenitm; dug up an ant-hill when cloaring & fleld

K ) ’ L ) -
* A putioninly stupid mfn i jocularlystyled » Kuwrubs, and
calculabiog of any sum or gecount by primitive methods s sivled
e rha’y Arvithinetio, ;
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for‘eultivation, six’ EYs of sheop starbed owb of it Theso
were angols who had fallen to Lo bomy o1 earth on
aceounh of w curge. Wob knowing how to protect those
croatuires which had risen unbidden, he prayed to his g‘dﬁ

Siya, who sent Bire Devarn (the tutelary deily of tho casté)
Lo holyp him,

The appellation Prathama Sudra or §rsl Sudra is basod
on tho [nneilul argumént that as Mesha (dries or sheop)
stands first 1 tho zodiae, tho keeper of gheop should stand
firsl among Sudras. , ‘

ludra Sudre means a pre-cininent Sudva, Indre boing
applied to a chiel man by analogy. IButb both those tewns
wro nob woll recognised and are apparently the recent con-
coction of some ono intending to create a higher status for
bhe casto,  Gauda and Hoguade which resperti vely mean
o chiel wan or a headman, ave the titles nsed by the casie.

Tho sullix Heppade is, as a rule, addoed to tho nuiydy
of the Pujari or priest, who is a man of the samne caste (WKl
who 1s entrusted with the worship of théir tfibat god Dire
Devarn, Thoe priost in somo places, wearsa linga sus-
pended to his neck In the [ashion of a Lingyyct and
abstoins strictly frow flesh and liqguor, |

Tho lollowing story is narrabed regarding tho origin of
tho casto .

The angels in atlendance on Siva in Kailasa had tho
impudence o laugh ab the droll performance ol a {hreo-
logpod dancoe by Bringi, the court dancer,and.brought
down his curse npon themselves, that {hey should bo horn
on carth as sheep. A chief of Valkkaliga caste (ITeggade)
had a good-for-nothing son called Padma, nicknamod Uun-
dadabhatbn (o gourmand). The [ather tuened him oub of hiy
house 1o wnako a living by agricalture.  ITe had been speci-
ally enjoined notl to cul down a Pafasa tree (basthrd tenk)
or to dig up an anb-hill ; but thoe perversity of bis disposition
mado him do these vory things.  Oun hig digging dn ant-
hill on which such a tree was standing, six kinds*®f slacop
came out and sursounding him denranded proteclion lgy
thoir loud bleating, The silly boyedid not: know what %o
do, arld his pragor bo Siva brought down Bire Dovaru
(Viresw) who boonelle tho bubelary deity of tisis iman, and tho
latbor wasg made o givo up billing $ho sml and tase to Lend-
ing gheop ag  his occupation. It is said bhad Kndy K-
hag  (jAnglo-Kurebus) wro the wsuo of bhis  nuwrT by b




3

Rakshasi wile, a dpughter of Hidimb], And that by Sumalini,
daughter of Sunandn, the othor sestion, Urn Kurubas
composed of the three divisions, Helu, Ande and Kambli,
took theiwr vise,  The books treating of -the origin of the
caste arc said to be Renuka Kavya, Rudra Bharata, and a
Chappngedu in the possossion of a man in Channapatna,®

The {ollowing extract from the Census Report of
Madras Ior 1891, gives fhem a higher stabus than they
usually claim i— ¢ They (the Kurubas) are the modern
reprosentatives of the ancient {urumbas or Pallavas, who
wWere once so poweriul, throughout South India, but very

~little trace of their greatness now remains, In the seventh
conlury, the power of the Pallava kings seems {o have
been at its uemith, bul shorbly after this, the Kongu, Chola
and Clhalnkya ‘chiefs succeeded in several victories over
them. The final overthrow of the IKurumba sovereignty
was effacted by the Chola king Adondai about the 7th or
 the 8th contury A, D., and the Kurumbas were scattered
"Tardand wide. . Many {led fo the hills,and in the Niligiris
and the Wynad, in Coorg and Mysore, representalives of
. this ancient race are now found as wild and uncivilized
tribed.  Tlsewhere Kurmbas ave tore advanced and ave
usually shephesds and weavers of coarse woollen blankots,”

The assumpiion that the Kurnbas who ave found in
bowns and villages are ol tho same stock as the uncivilizoed
jungld tribes of Kadu-Kurubas, is notwithstanding the tra-
dittonary story, highly doubiful, In customs, beliefs and
othor vilal matlers, they differ from one another very much.
This pretensien ‘to a descent from royal stock is not advan-
ced anywhere as far &8 this enquiry has proccedoed; only
some say that they ¢amoe to Mysore first from Vijayanagar
and that their original place is Mailara in {the Bellary
District,

Their language 18 Kannada, butb some who are hiving Languaps.
i the taluks bordering on the Telugu districts, as Mulbagal
Taluk {or instance, have adopted Telugu as their home

gpeech, -

Thore are three man ondogamouns divisions e the Divisiows.

onsue, Theoy are ;— Tindogn-
y IMONH
1. Halu Krubas (%o 3350,80), Divisions,

92 Ande Kurubas (808 $:8280), -
3. Tadi or Kambli Kurubas (338 wpesy Toa)¥s20e)ty),
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e 'ere nre somo odher nanes ol divisiong given as [ Logy
(BoR. =tho now), Tale (@¥=tho old), Sadn (F38), Kunchi
(Bo0d) and Muollu (3»g0). Bul thoro is roason to believe
that theso mames ave morely loeal torms lox denoting ono or
Lhe gbther of the three divisions, Taht, Ande and Kambli.
Tlius “Ilosa™ scoms to apply Lo “LInlu,” and ¢ Hale’ 1o
“IKabh o seetiond,  The division ealled ¢ Mullu® iy com-
monly fownd in obher casbes also and éndieatds that the
pooplo of that diviston bolwlly abstain from liquor. Tn such
w08 bhe tevm s usod in conbradistinetion to the “Dasa”
division who are notorionsly addicted {o drinking.

[n somo Places, e, Channapatna and thereabouts, ¢
tho Haln Kurubag aree fuebher divided into throe sub-divi-
sions culled afbor tho day on which they conduoet the worshi)
of their family gods, The sub-divisions are:—

1. Somavaradavarn (Ree:m0a80) Monday Kat-
rithas, | |

9. Brihaspativarndavaru (edaR2segnsos) Thifss.
day IKnrubas ; and e

3. Adityavaradavarn (@$dBemataanth) Sunday -
rubas,

The ITalu Kurubas forin by far the largest and nosd
huporland division,  They are also ealled Hoga (new) and
Suda (pure) Kurubas, and somotinies Mullu Jann, tmosning
that thoy abslain from liguor,  Tho prefix Talu moeans,
‘milk’ and is meant to denote their superiority over other
divisions,  Thoy profless to be born oul of a drop of sk lot
fall from thoe hands of Siva during his mearringe withParvali.

Ando Kunrubas are so ealled becaugo thoy used to catch
tho milk of their sheep into & bamnboo ¢ylinder, styled ande.
Thig practice has now died oud.

Kambli Kurubas weave famblis (conrse hlankobs) and
their women dress themselves with aprons of Famblis,

These divisions are sirietly endogairoug, bub malo
mombers may dine togother, The IKambli Kuraba divigion

are said to indulge n drink, o &

The above threo dividions are in some plaves given o
Hattl Kankanadaogoy (83 50%e8S00) (June fanhanadaparn
(w0, FoTeonSOY, el Andde Kby (20l o0000),  Tho lirsb
claws aso cotbon thread as Jankena bo tie vorund their Wristy
during dheir margiages; the second, woollen throa#y while
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Ande Kurubas use a thread made ‘of cotton and wWool
bwislod together,

L'here are twoorthroe sub-divisions or salus (Fewsridh)
recognised m some places as running through each division
according to descent by regular marriage (S@amsen) in-

[ormal marriage (Fe@FF), or through unmarried wonfen
(a&ﬁ&)ﬁ&m)‘
»

The frsh two divisions are in some places styled Dod-
daroanae Makkaly (DR FEEEE ¥0) or children of senior
mobher, and Chikkavvana Malkalu (33,3 3%7_99) or child-
fen of junior mether, respectively.

The caste confaing a large number of exogamous Exogamous
divisions, and‘there are hardly any persons who can givethe Divisions.
nhimes of all ofdhom. Itis said that Revanna, the orgin-
al anceltor of this caste, divided 1t into as many divisions
ag thero ave grains in four soors of paddy, and that as mighs

b& exp&eted, hecould not find plants, or animals enough
affer which to name them all, and was obliged to adopt
tlie names of'megnerobjects., These names, if totemistic
ab all, may be so in only a few cases, while a large number
seem bo be names adopled withoul any 1nward significance,

[n somednstances, however, it is well ascertainod that the
objcets which®give the name to a group are nol used for
cating or otherwise oven now. Some examples of thig
rostriction are mentioned in the listappended, but it should
bo premnised thal wueh stronger evidence than this is
'required to justily tho conclusion that they originated with
whatis styled totewnisin when dealing with primitive tribes.

A lisl of the exegamous divisions brought to notice is
given in the appondix, and they are knGwn by the verna-
cular name ol Kwlar

It may be poted that they sometimes name both 4
Gotra, and »a Sutra for themselves like the Brahmins,
Havyaka Gotira and RenukaSutra, But thisis-apparently
owing to the usual and perhaps natural desire to obbain
for thémselves as high a status as possible in the order of
cashos. o

»  There are ho hyporgamous divisipns, bub of the exo-
ghmous divisions noted above, thal of Shmanti (Ohrysan-
themwm fndicus) s considered superior (o others, and the
Charus or the Payjaris of the easte are drhgvn from this sept.
They do not eat flesh or dyink liquor, and weara Lingeround
thoiraecks, It is asserted by vhom that the practice of
shoir Wlaring the Lingu has come down tp them from time
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imntomorinl and might havo served ag an oxaiple for the
Lingayals 1o copy thoir practico from,  Phis protonsion is
cloarly untouable, and there is no doubt that bhoir customn
is tho copy-ol which thht of the Lingayabs 19 tho original,
In fach, the Kurabas must have coma Invgely undoer the in-
fludnco of Lho roligion of Busava, This ig lurthor ovidenced
by the {net that the KKurubas  and Tingayats both rovere o
gaindg bho samoe porsons gueh ay Revanna, and Bkdrnana, and

Idok up Tov Hui(hmm bo bho same Mabhos sueh os Ujjani
and J{ollipaki,

Tho poople of the Sananthi division do not eal wilkh
obthors., In tho mattor of {heir marriages, they can iake
pirlg only fromn the Ané (Klephant) and Gali(wind or spirvit)
divigions,  Indanl givds, it 19 gaid, aro laken as goon as they
are weanod and brovght up in the Samanthi divisien alter
undergoing purification by woans of DPanchiyaoyt, and
thoy aro murried whon they grow sufliciently olde Sualb
givls are nob allowed Lo eal with their parvents, Convorsely
the girls bornin the Samanthi division can be marriod orly
into Ané and Galr divisions, while the lattor can havoe con-
jugal relation with any other Kula or sopl.

Customs Fror the first dolivery, the pregnant wownn 18 generally,
n,::f:ﬂ:;;;u- faken to hor parent’s looso,  During tho pregnaney, the
picih. husband ought  to  abstain from—killing any animals,
enrrying dead bodios, and oreeling n new honso or spocially

putling on tho reol and somotimes ho allows his haiv to

grow unshavoen,

Tho fivst wook or so af{er child-birth 18 obsorved ax o
periodof pollution for tho mother, whe is purified by v bath
on the 7Tth, 9th or the L1bh day. During thoso days, an old
shoo, a broom-stick and o winnow are placed at the entrance
of tho room 1n which Lhe woman is confined, and o bunch
of margosa Jeavos is stuck to the door [itino Lo prevenl evil
apirile from entering the confinement room. "The confined
woman i given some medicines o heat tho system and is
{od on light moal. '

A Koracha woman (soothsayor) ig congulod as Lo, tho
name 10 be givon o, the child, and sho gels a smal] quantily
ol ragi‘and other things as her {ee. Sho protonds bo co-
gult tho gods and suggosts a name, cithor of the lnmily god
or that of an mt?mmr, which 19 thon giyon to tho child.
Whonevor o child is given the namo of something monn, it
is plaged on o manure heap and takon up and senrebines
has ieanosirils borod.

)
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Tho following are somo of tho typioal names found in
the caslo e * @

Male Hemale
Birappa (2e0s)) Biramma (#@R05%,)
Kanakappa (¥S¥8,) Junjamma (& 0®Sy)
Junjappa (svows,) Doddamma (@@, =)
Doddayya ( B3, 035%) Kalagsamma (T9YAS),)
T alaaa, (‘E“i'?d) Kenchamms, (%Q%ﬁ{@
Kencha (Foes) Tdekka (=583%)
Ujjanappa (wﬁ%a’aﬁa) Ujjanamma (4025 _S3,)

Sometimey nanes given are those of towns or villages
ey, Maddagiriga (Pw@,n0n), Mailariga (33097) called
atter Maddagiv: and Mailara, respectively,

o Ofjen the names are shorlened by dropping the sex-
.endings Appa and Amma. Asin other castes they have
cectain terms of endearment, such as Appayya* (©@ey),
Annayya (¥8,00), Patlu (F4y), Maga (Smh), Mar (50)
Kusu (¥#&), Thamna (89, Thangi (®eh), Tayi, (z200)
mother, Sami (W),

The practico of giving opprobrious names oblains in
tho casle, though somne of them are unwilling to own il.
Somo of these names are Tippa (8%y) meaning a manure
heap, Tiruka (205%) o baggar, Gunda ("e®) g round stone,
Javaraya (W0, 1.6, Yamraja, god of death, Kada (¥08)
a jungle, Kalla (&) a stone, and Paresign (¥R cast out.

When o man has no childron, he may adopl a son to Adoption
perpotuato his line. As regards persons to be adoplod, the
son of a brother is the first eligible, and in his absence, the
son of a daughier or of a sister may be taken, Bubt under
no circumsbances can a brother be adopted, When an in-
fant is adopled, the name-~giving ceremony is perforined in
the adoplive fmmily, Tt consists in calling togethor of the
casbe wmen including the Gauda, Kolkar, &o., and afler they
ato trodbed, o & good dinner, mnnouncing the fact of

=ik rwwew e

— = -— -

% # lvady lberally mewns fathet Eﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁa oldet brother ; gﬁ‘}é!

youngov brothor;  wachy, mothor; Bof younger sister ; &logy 2N
o0 and HaRs, Ljtle one or ehild, Hady 13 ae fonlraction of swam!
mophing master, Tn bhe flvsbudbwo words, CLV is addod lo ©%, and

080 1QpxXPross endenrmont or omphasig by duplioation,
|
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nd@?ticm. [{ tha boy be of a differont kule, ho is declared
by tho Gauda and obhers prosont, to havé gone over to the
ndoplive fathor’s sopb or kule. By this tho bby onbirvely
govors his. connoction® with the pavent stock ; bub in the
mabber of marital volnbions, tho adopted is disabled [rom
marrying in both the soctions, Tt is stated thal o married
man cannob bo adopled.,

N . g | ' .
Mariege, - Marvingos are genorally adult, bub infant marringes arve
nlso common.  Girls continue marringeablo till late years,

and 1h 18 not compulsory that o woman must be married,
D

Relations. Marviage-in ono’s own kula is prohibited, the affinity
to tho sopt being tracod through males, Members of the
saane exogainons sepl are looked upon as brothers and sis-
bors, wd thus aro not eligible lor marriage with one another,
A 1pan mny nob marrvy his maternal agot’s danghter, but
the daughtor of o matornal wncle is particulariy, vecom-
wmondaed,  Tho may marry in tho soction 4o which his mother
or Inther's mothor belongs  Very often the secbion in:
which o man’s mobher’'s motheor was boin is avoided,
though as a matior of [nct, it may be a different tula from
hig,  B3ub owing lo bhie extromely lintled scopo of the caste
rolobions, mothor’s mobther's section generally hippens tos
bo tho semo ng hig own, whon it musl, of course, be avoid-
cd. lilder sigbor’s danghlor can be takon in mareingo, bhud,
in somoe placos aw Kolar and Bowringpob, the daughter
of n youngor sisbor s aleo eligible {for wmneringe,  'The in.
tondod partios (boy and girl) for marviage must not stend in
the relation however reutole, or even by annlogy, of parent
and child or hyrothor and sister, T'wo sigtors may be married
by tho same man, but nob sinndlancously, and two sisbers
may bo marriod bo bwo brothers, the youngor marrying the
youngoer, and the elder tho elder. Iixchange of daughtors
18 Nnot prohibited ; but it I8 nol conunenly practised, the
beliel boing thal one or the othor of the couples will not

Prosper,

A

Marringe Tho proposal {or narringo comes from the bridegroom’s
Coremonios. papty and thoe firsk ceremony in conncotion bhérewithisthe
Vilyade, Susira (REE®H,) ) or tho cercinony ol exchange

of Dotel lenvos and nubs., On an auspicious day, tho

fathor-ol the boy, with somoinarried women, goos to the

house of the girl’& Tather, taking with him eocoanuts, betel

lonves and nuls, tarmoeric, Kunkwma, obe., to lormally pro-
posd 4ho madeh,  Thoey firsb invite the Gauda, the head of
tho carsto, who directs the Kolkar, the beadlo, to colivet tive

™ -
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castemen, On the castemen assembling in the gixl’s{a-
ther’s house, the father of the boy places cocoanufs, betel
leaves, ete., in a tray before the Ganda, and formally asks
him to bring about the match by Dis intercession. The
Gauda asks the father of the giil whether he agrees to the
arrangement, and the lattor, of course, says‘ Yes.,” Therbs
upon the fact is announced in the assembly, and exchange
of betel leaves and muts takes place between the father of the
boy and that of the girl. Then a day is fixed for the celobras
tion of the marriage and a lagna patrihe or letter announc-
ing the marviage, is drawn up  Afterwards ingide the house,
married women séab the girl on a mane (wooden plank), pre-
sent her with the things brought for her by the future father-
1n-law-wrapping them in the folds of her garment, and be-
smbar her with jurmeric paste. Distribution of Tambula*
takes plfce among the assembled and the party disperse, to
meet again at & dinner at night, the Gaunda, Kolkar and
otller calte dignitaries being specially invited.

The acbual marriage ceremony is performed in the
bridegroom’s house.,

The first day is styled Devurnia (3808 or God’s feast Devaruta,

and 1s sebeapart for the worship of the ancestors, The bride
and the bridegrdom celabrate this separately in their houses.
They bathe and observe fast fill the evening, Then a /a-
lasat is sebt up in their houses; the clothes brought for the
marringe are all kept near it, incense is burnt and offerings
of cooked food and broken cocoanuts ave placed belore 1t.
The bride and bridegroom respectively offer prayers, and a
dinner is given fo the castemen in the night,

* Tambule is the Bangkrib equivalent of Pan-supari (Hind), All the
members of an ngsembly &re given o few Dbetel-leaves and arecanuis just
before dispersing, and one or two cocoanuts are added. On marri-
age and other ocoasiong, the Brahmans or others of priestly persuasion
are nlso given some money, & copper or a silver coin according tc the
means of the donor. This is enlled dakshene,

Befove tambula, they give gandha, t.e., & solution of sandalwood
pagte or sther sweet-scented st which i1s applied to one’s body, and
flowers to ench pergon.

The married women and girls are given, in addition, arasing (saffron
paste to rub over thd limhs) and kunkina (ved powder to apply to the
fonshend as a round or oval spot).

There is generally some order of precedence observed in distributing
tambule to the fixst ten or twelve persons. .®

|
+A Ralase is mennt to denpte some deity, A small metal dvinking
somebimes a new carthen pot, 18 filled with water or aum]ﬂ rgrmnﬂ
ol le
L

vessel, ‘ ‘ ‘ i
amd fruit@se mouth is somebimes covered over with mangoor bet

Avyes,
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» Thosceond day 18 oallod Modularasina (S#8w8S) or the
frewt sonring with fnemoric, Thoe corentonly, which consists
of rubbing the body with saffron alter seating thom in stalc
on woodon soats (plhnks), is porformed Aeparately lo the
brido and tho bridogroom in thoiv own places, und the
formov s aguin presented with fruits, ete., wrapped in her
aurmont*,

'The third day is for consocrating The G’huj}]n-m (29%3,0)
or bhe marringe-booth,  "I'his takes place ouly in the placa
in which the mureingo is colebratod, nmnély, the bride-
orooin’s house,  The booth is constructed on twelve posts
arrangad in throo rows, with covoring of él‘oan leaves. Out
of these twoelvo posbs throo musy be of oreen wood, one of
Rallt (7%,) lhuphorbin Tirukalli, one of Muttaga (P2=8.7) or
tho baslard toalke and ano of Nerle (S84 or Wineenia Tam.-
bolana, that of Kedid being sbytod bhe ¢ milk-post’ said to be
for ensuring conlinuiby of the line. The wilk-pogl mush be
cub by tho maternal unele of the bridegroom ora man sinu-
lnrly relaled  Tlo goes Lo thoe tree with o cocoanut, incense
and other ingredionts of worship, does Puja to the tree and
cubs off o branch, whichhe brings and places at tho Lemple,
(1o gobs some fee oy Lhis lanbouy and also pan-supari, & pro-
ceseton hended by a dalase corriod by nomayried Wonan with
band goos Lo the temple undor a eanopy of cloth, called
ohale (B9), Puju i mide to the milk-post and it is bronght
to tho marripge paudal, Tho post I8 sot up on bhe marvinge
dais in the conbiral portion of the booth, agmall quantity of
milk, eurds, o litble ghee, and w pearl, coral and a bib of gold
boing st nsundly thrown inbo bthe pib. Thoe villago washer-
man  tios round (he post o washed eloth painted wibh

iy s L o

pird v eoconnub, tha vassel is on the oudyide honutified with chunam ox
rad colour dt,‘u.\\'ingH nnck ]ﬂuuud in no sonseernbed BPolb M P!rjﬂ. or
woushlp is made to b,

*
# oy BoothRdwe (1.0, filing e upper garment), Thisis e

favourite form of giving progouts to o maetiod woman, especinlly a bride
and denotos grend niloction for the recipiont,  Tho mothor or some other
noar rolation is tho donor,  Nurmoric pasto is rubbed over the limbs of
tho hride who sits on a wooden gont, Kunkume appliod Lo hor {orehead,
gondal solution appliod over her neck, and flower gavlands Placed in her
hoir,  Plantning and gthor lrudlg, some ricey & picce of aggory and a
Ravike (b pioco of now ¢lobh to ho stilehed info a vost conl) ave! dll
plueed in the upper ond of hor Sie (long wenring gormont) whicl she
rolls and holds togethor wilth one hand,  Whon o Sire algo 18 presented,
sho fivsb Aressey horndll in ib end thon rosoivos thosesprosonts, This form
of giving prosents is an im) ortant pug of nuny coremonies eonncoled
with muringe, though it has no roligions or other siguifiennce,  Ti s
ono in qwlxiuh tho ladios aro tho oxolusive nelors,

"
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red coloured stripes, To the post is also fieda kankama
thread and a small’bundle containing nine kinds of grain

(Fomess),  Married women take held of the post and
solemnly seb it up, singing songs, !

In the evening, the bride and her party arrive and halt
near the temple, outside the village. The bridegroom’s
party go out in procession t0 meel them. After mutual
greetings, the bride’s companions are given jaggory water to
drink and pan-superi 1s distributed. The bride is besmeared’
with turmeric and all return into the village, the bride and
hey party being c?nduc’ﬁed Into & house seb apart for them.

Then married women from the bridegroom’s house go
to the house of the village pobter to bring new pots (wosteb
nvo). A set of twelve pots of different sizes are selected.
The potber who Nas kept them ready is presented with one
Hune (%2°), vide and betel leaves and nuts and sometimes a
clodh, Rujais done to these pots, which ave carried home
with singing. They are embellished with red and white
drawings and are placed in a row in a consecrated part of the
house. ~

Again married women of the bridegroom’s house go to
a well or jank with three pots which they fill with water
and carry home, walking all the way on washed cloths
spread by the village washerman, One of these pots is de-
dicated to Birt Devaru, a male deity,and 1s carried by a man,
Puju s made to these pots during the mariaye and a lLa-
lasa is kept on a metallic vessel or a bamboo tube and
placed neayr the milk-post; if is styled Purne IGatmbha (full-
pot) and is also worshipped.

The next is the day of Dhare. Barly in the morning,
the village barber cojmes and pares the nails of the bride
and the bridegroom in their own houses. They are then
anointed and bathed. The bridegroom puts on new clothes
and with Bhashinga or the marriage chaplet tied to the tur-
ban, he is conducied in procession, to the temple outside
the village and is made to sit there. Leaving him there with
some of 'his companions, the procession returns home, Then
the bridesduly bathed and dressed in new clothes, is brought
to the marriage pandal Then again the procession starts
to* the temple where the man 1s seated, and returns to the
marriage booth. This isrepeated three times. Hach time
some jewels or ¢Jothes intended for the brifle are brought fo
the pandal. The third time the bridegroom is besmeared
with turmeric and is led to the warriage house, with g dag-
ger in b*s hands, wrapped with & red handkerchief. o When

Dhare.
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bltis procossion appronohos tho pandal, the bride’s party
mieol thom ab the onbranco aud o show of rosistance iy offer-
od, cneh party throwing handfuls of rico al thde othor, A
lnago quantiby of this commodity is kept roady by cach
party and aftor it is viilized in this wanner, it is collocbed
aud laken away by the villago washerman, "Thereupon the
maole's party enbor the pandal and taking tho bridegroom
round she milk-post throe fimes, they soal him upon a
*wooden scal placod on the marriage dais. The bride is then
brought in and seated upon n seab fncing thoe bridegroom.
Thelatter sibs with his face turned to the Bast and the bride,
tho Wost.

Tho caste people and others of the village most by the
invitation vftho Gauda of tho casto, who acts as the magher
of tho ceremonios on such ocensiony, TLo -occupicg u promie
nond place, and the Kolkay who assists hiin stands by his

Eid(ﬂ* Ty g

Tho Kurubas havoe thewr own Pujuri Lo olliciate al.
marringes and do nob genoerally mvite Brahimang as priests
excopb where their eastoman, called Rovannayya, is not
available, The priest sproads a blanketb neay the milk-post
and the conseerated vessol on the dads and pluacing tho ffi®
on o small quantity of rico sproad on tho blankel with loue
lups of wiblintl (snored ashos) ab the four cornors, burns
frankinconse boforve it and muakes an offoring of a broken co-
connub, Afterwards tho faliis touched by all the weiwnbers
of the agsonbly beginning with the Gauda, to whow il 1s
handed round, while women sing wodding songs, It is thon
aivon Lo the bridegroom’s hands, The priest pronouncoes
tho {ollowing fovmula:— v -

ﬁﬁ?&édmhbmam

prfetall rS&a:i@i_
Bonyy wid )wegfosn
FoRTY O
FoRNTAOR
@E‘Gﬁ&fcﬁ'&i‘nﬁ%’q
aparismtsm’aﬁ#g

¥ o

[ PR LY W] [ TR Tirraaar— Y
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# Pho fali (B9Y) in o round disk of gold mado flal ov sonvex like &
shatlow Invorbed eup with o small button ab tho top. A sleing 18 passed
through w ring atlaghrd to it and 1t s biod so ny w0y round tha neok,
Somebimes bhoe shring 19 strang also with bluek glass boods on oaeh side
ol bho tale, A moreciod wonmnn as long na e hushand is nlive, should
nlwnds went bhis nosk laee with the fele with s much Hummulmuauusﬂ
ad o Brohman should cnery his suered thread. A

M

B
Lo




13

@Fﬁaﬂ&*@ma}aﬁ

@’ﬁ?ﬁiaﬂaaﬁﬁﬁ%}
SEIENCARS AR
Aatedds Barests,

Thoreuamn the girl removes her vell aud the bride-
groown ties the talt string round hor neck. The priest then
blesses as {ollows: —

FLOTEON
TOLE o
epﬂﬁas&mmﬁ
o 35.}6’{539%&@@3 ,jd

BN quﬁmﬁﬂ@_

Theeassembly then Dbless the pair by showers of
coloured rice,

The bridegroom stands facing the bride with his palms
spread  together and placed over those of the bride
sunilarly held open. A cocoanut coloured with saffron and
o four-nnns picee are placed 1n his hands. Then milk ig
poured on lus hands throngh a funnel made of a betel leaf;
and again on the hands ol the girl placed over those of hor
husbaad, This milk-pouring ceremony is considored very
iiportant as laying emphasis on the character of the
marviagoe as Fanyedare (or gift of the girl), though the
tying of the fali makes the marriago binding. 1t is accom-
panied with the lollowing imvoeation i—

BosT U, b, 770 maira}
:Riti:@sé, AR0BT.08, os:{sﬁaﬂda
Fﬁﬁ:&ﬁotﬂ ﬁeﬁ%w%a
%*uggmaﬂbgj ahpdeaamjaﬁeﬁ*

By tthe blessings of Mahalakshn, Gauri, Parvati,
saroswabi, and Santa Muttayya, may the marriage
ynion effécted by the priest Revonna prove
prosperous and eternal, '

Tho priest and, in some places, the Guude begin this
ceromony, and are followed by the parvents and fho
mabernal uncles of both parties and then by other rolaliwes,
[eignds need woll-wishors,
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The couple thon sit side by wsido with the homs of
bhoir garmoents tied togother,  Kunkana iv tiod round tho
wrisk of oach party by the othor.  Tho procedure obser
vod 1s to pags.a threoad (which may be ol wool or col.
ton or both twistod togoethor) round fowr small vessely
placed in a square, Lo cub Lho thread inbo two parts and to
bie in each picco a bil of salfron and an iron ving and then
to pass this round tho.wrist and tic np. The couple now
rige and going round tho milk-post throe Limos, ontor the
god’s roomr bo mako nawmaskare.  Tho youny damsels in
the family bar their passage ab the door and onjoy equ-
siderable fun at tho oxpense of the bridal douplo, by n.aking
each givoe out tho othor's namo ; tho bridegroon’s sigbor
sometimes extractg a prowmise rom him to give hig fulure
daughter in marringe to hor gon. Intho moantime, the
gathering disperse aftor prosontabion of pan-sepori, wnd lnber
on, thore 18 a gonoral dinnor.

The Nukahali (corruptod inbo Nugavall, i, e., sacrifico Lo
heaven) ceromony is obsorved in somo placos in the even-
ing of the smne day, while in othor places, it is adjonmed
to tho next day, The bride and the bridegroom go i
state to an ant-lully, and alter doing Puja o 1b,ebho bride-
aroomt digs some onrlh ont of it, which thé bride enrrios on
haer hoad in & baskob,  This carth 18 cuphomistically sbylod
Hutte Bangara (852 00m8Y) or the gold of tho aat-hill, A
small branch of the Nepdde (FO¥—Jumboluna) is plantod on
bho marringo dals near the milk-post, andthe ground wround
ibis washed with cow-dung wator. Thecouple sit in fronl of
thoe milk-post and got thonw naily pared by a bharbor, who gets
a special fee fov this sorvice., Aflter {they have bathed,
the bridegroom makestwelve balls of the onrtly from tho ant-
hulland gels sevontoen balls of cookod rico. Plantnin lonves
are placed noar each of tho twelve pillpes of (he marringo
pandal, on oach of which thoe bride places one ball of earlh
and onc ball of rice, which her husband hands ovor to Ly,
Tho remaming live balls of rico awre placed on a plantain
loal before tho Nerale twig nowly plantod ; and on‘ull those
leaves aro placed somo swoets also.  Pujo in mado Lo all
bheso posts, cocoanuts arg broken as offering and lighted
camplior wavod Dbolore thoenmy, The mill-post is then
worshippod, and the couple sitting down noar it romove
oach 01}]101"8 bankana [rom bho wrist, .

Tho twolve pots broughl from the pobber’s house
aro thon veioved and  distributod among  (ho relnbivos,
Lhis @omplobes tho marringo coremony. )

™
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Tho bride-prieg or Lera is Ry, 12, but a widower has Yo Brido price.
pay Re, 41, and in some places, e.g., Bagepalli, a man that
bakos a sccond wife, whether his first, wife be living or not,
has 10 pay ILis. 124 0§-==18}, the addilional amount being
dosignatod Sowti Honnw (R28B83y3 or co-wile's money.

The tere amount paid {o a widow is only Rs. 44,
CENEI LN AL N

The binding and cgsential portion of the coremony is
the tying ol tho Twli thread (BonidrRwE)),

When a givl attaing puberly, a shed is erected of the Puberty
agreen leaves of AMurgosa and Lakfet plants ouiside the
maih house,and ghe is placed m thal shed for nine days as
boing 1mpure. » This period is lreated as festive, and
eatherings of women arve held in the ovenings when she
iy Oxhibited in hor holiday atlive, and songs are sung
and presents of cocoanuts, plantains and other fruits are
given to hor, being placed in her garment, During these
days, & broom-stick, an old wiunow (¥2°) an old shoe and «
bwig of Whkka (ralotropis gigantea)plantare kept at the entrance
of thosheds being meant to ward off evil spirifs, to whose
abbacks the girlds believed bo be speaally exposed then.
On the tontl day, she s the purilying bath early in the
morning and thoe shed is then burnt dow

L the girl is already married, information of herattain-
ing age 1s sont to her husband’s parents by the village
washerinan, who'is treated to a leasl by the girl’s husband
for being the carrier of the good news and s generally pre-
senlod with & cow.

»

. Theparly of the husband then como to tho girl’s house,
where foasting takes place. During this time, the girl again
lales hor lainporary lodgings in a shed pul up outside the
hougo, and LLB same course of feasting is repeated and
continuetl for as many days as there are relalions to ™ treald
hor to thig henour, On the nighls of those days, the girl
will not be allowegl-lo sleep, lost some evil sprit might get
into her. “Tho final wedding takes place after this and tho
girl goes to her husband’s home.

Tf, howaversthe girl is unmarried, tltegfathor of bho givl
looks oul for a suitable bay and celebratos tho marriagoe.
Bub in such cages, thoe consunnation is put off for bhree
menbhs Tler the marriage, bo guard against anysissno
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h@ing bovn within a yeav of the marriage, which ovent is
consldored inauspicions,

' A . A "

Whon a giv] has been married young, sho ronmning i

tho Tnther’s house, only visiting the husboud’s house  for
dny fosbive oceasion, nud doos nob begin (o Iive wibh him,

Lill sho attains the proper age.

When tho givl is for the first bime sond o her hushand’s
house, shoe is givon a new dross (WY, and o bodice cloth by
hor futlior. On leaving hoer paronts for good, thoe girl iy fongt.-
cd Loth when she leaves hoer fathor's louse and whon dho
roachos hor "husband’s, where sho 1s oscorted by her
mother or olhoer near relativos.

Widow marringe 18 pormibbod, but the form dilfos
congiderably [rom that of the regular marriape,  Tho
wonld-be couple oblain the pornission ol the Gaunda,
who fixey the day for marringe and attends tho coromony,
which gonerally takes place in tho avening and for which
no married womoen ave invited,  The wolann wears o now
garment which is given her by hor lover, who dios a lali
thread rovad hor neck in the presence ol the casbo poople,
This complelos the marvinge ab which there 18 o casbe-
dinner also,  The husband has to pay wilerd (brido’s priee)
ol Ra. 4}, which is genorally taken by the family of the
woman's (irsh husband, and in delaull, by hor father,  Tn
addition {0 tho fere, the husband hay o pay & ling of 3
Hanas Lo the Gurw who, 1 return, prosonts Vibhuti (sacred
ashos) to the newly mwried couple.  Sueh  romarried
women cannot bake part in tho colobration of ovdinary
marriagoes, bub they labour under no onerous disabilibios.
Their offspring are, for some time, rogarded as o sepurinb
clags (W Sg@Rw) or tho juniormobher's line, hut Gl
distinetion 18 soou forgolion,

It is sometimies considorodinauspicions {o hayo sight
of & ramarriod woan during bhe first bhiroo dpys plber hor
socondd marringo, bub this boliel has all but disd out,  "'he
isgue of the widow~by the Tirst hushand go to thofy {alliop's
faanily. A widow cannob marry cither hey fivsh hisband’s
brothor or any ong ol that Kule or exogamons division.,

A #

The remarringe of o widow I eallod in Lo vorneenine
Kudtee (FR@F—~concubinage)  Stradily (MU & 'E,,iviu,&; 1
garment bo wous) or Tuli-lying ($Weh0), ”

o
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A husband may divorce his wifo on account of her
unfaithfulnoss, and o divorced woman may marry her
paramounr, under Kudike form, i[ he is of the same casto,
in which caso tho latter will have to pay not only tho
marringo oxpoenses of her provious husband bul also a fine
to the caste. The woman should return allthe jewdls
givon to hor by her first husband. Divorce can be brought
about al tho mstance of eithor party and consists in giving
back to the husband, bofore the pancliayat, the falt tied
by him on the marringe occasion. It issaid that after
divorco, tho husband and wife cannot rounile evenil they
wish to do so. -

Adultery ou the part of & woman with & man of the
safno or of a higher casto may be condoned by the tribal
head by’a fino, bub il the man thal receives her Iavours bo
of o lower casle, she 18 excommunicatod TFor & woman
conabitihg with a man of a difforent caste, generally lowen,
the following punishmoent is prescribed, namely, commpolling
her to live in' Madign quarters and {hrowing calile horn
and bones and Margoscleaves in her house. Unforiunately,
thoy say, the titne hagbecowe dotoriorated and this punish.-
ment 18 not now resorled to,

The praclico of dodienting girls as DBasavis exisls in
gome, places,  CGonorally the cldost girl is so dedieated,
oithor whon thero aroe no sons to continue the lino or i pur-
sunncool & vow,

The. manner of making the dedieation is very liko a
road marriage. A day is selected and the girlis led in
procession, under arclolh canopy carried ovorhead, liko a
brido 10 tho tomple, . Kalasa and frnits (b cocoanuts, &
date [ruits, elc,,) and rico and betel leaves being carried by
o marricd ‘woman.,  After prostvations to the god and
tho pujari, the girl is seated on a kambli, facing thoe Kast,
The peymisgion of the Guru of the caste is oblained and
then & Senior Basavi or o married woman rubs her with saf-
fron and*ies tali o hor, A kankana isalso tied Lo hor wrist,
The lutbor should have a botel-leaf tied to il to distinguish
it from a regular marriago kankena, Allor tho assembly
throw yollow colored rico over hev by way ol blogsing or
congratulnlion,esilvor banglos and too*aings are pub  on,
Tho coromony is generally followed by foasting, A Basan
romaing in hor paront’s house and can consort with ans one
oftho odBto (nob withinthe prohibiled degroes of rolatienship)

[

2

Divorao,

Adultery,

Dadiendion
of givle ng -
Bosavig,
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or rof o higher casto, She is considered as entitled 1o
inherit hov fathor's proporty as o son.

They bury the dond.  As soon as lile is oxtinel, the
body is washod and ig dressod in o now cloth, Tolormnbion
ig gonorally sent to the Geuda, il ho i noar, and tho Kelkar
or beadle also comos and nssembles the easbomen, I
the deocased is o Pujart or, Fadern (who wonrs n linga)
fhe burinl is obsorved in the fashion of Lingwnyals,  The
body is drossed with now cloths and a turban, erushed
betel-nuls and leaves being pul into the mouth.  The
body is carried in a gibling posture in & wimene. Dub (o
tho cage of obher Kurubns, it iy earriod on a bier in o lying
posture. As in othor castos, the frnme or bior is carriod by
four persons, unloss the decoased isan unmarriod femide
in which cnso the body is rolled up m a hambli (n black
conrse blankot) andis curvied on tho honds by two persous,
Before tho body is vemoved from thoe houso, the surviving
wife or husband, as tho cage may bo, of the docoeasad, ex-
changes pan-supari with the body of tho docossod, ho
chiefl mourner usually the oldest son, carrios  an
oarthon pol with cookod rice in one hand and fire in the
other, and walks in front of tho bier.  Altor going hall the

way, they placo the bicr on tho ground, whon tho chiof
mourner goes round i lwening towards bhe lafh throo bitmoy
and throws the rico al tho lour cornors nud broaky tho pot
nonr the head, Tho grave will bo ready bofore tho body
roaches the burial ground, and il tho body be thal of o
Pujurt, it is lowored Into the grave in o sitbing posture nd
placed innnicho,  Tho labbor is filled with tho lerves of the
sacred Bilva treo(Aegle-marmolos) and Vibludi (sacerod ashes)
and tho linge worn by the decensod-and o [pw coins wro
placed in the hands, In the cnse of ovdinary porsons, tho
body 1s Iaid flat with the hoad to tho Soulh, Whonthe grave
1s fillod up, the chiol moeunrner goes round 1t threo Limos,
carrying a pol of waler, in which o holo is madoe by the
by-standers striking al it with a stoug, ab the ond of cach
round, After the third round, ho throws down bhe pot
bohind him and goes 1o bathe in a viver or woell withoul
burning back. Money and grain doles ave given ba bhie poor
who are prosent at the pluee, and the purty rolurm home, tho
ourriers also bathing in a rivor or other place. Nong of
threin should go Hrbheir houses, withoub (st Tooking al
Light, kopt burming ab bho placo of donth,  Thoso thad enr.
ried $ho corpro have bo live in tho owdor roows of thoir

housosefor throo duys.
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On tho third flay, cooked [ood is offered at the grave,
to tho spivit of the doad, which is believed to reside in tho
bodiog of crows, If these birds do not touch the food, it
is & sigh thatl the ghost is troubled about something, and
tho survivors promiso to sabisly its earthly cravings such as
baking caro ol the deceased person’s orphaned children, olo,,
but should the orows still persist in their refusnd, the foad
ig thrown into the - wator.

»

No {urthor coremony is observed till the 11th day.
That day the chief mournoers go o the grave and maka
prja belore 1, offering cooked food and fruils and burning
meenss, They pray to the gods that the soul of the de-
ported may find o penceful resting place.

The* mombers of the family cleanse themsolves of the
pollution by bathing and washing overything thai they
ha%e beBn in contach with in the houso. The honse is
purified by & Brahman or a Vaderu, according to {amily
usago, and grain andmoney ae dislributed o some Brah-
mans Lingayats and others, Tfinally a general dinner is
given {0 tho eastomen in the village,

I“)urifl{.;' the poriod of pollution on account of dealh,
the persons who are subject to it abslain from all agricul.
Lural work and musl oul (ood bofoie sunsgetl and before the
crows onbor their nests.  The ohief mournor is notl consi-
derod quite pure unlil afler three months, at the ond of
which ho is takon Lo his maternal uncle’s houso and foast-
od and prosented with o turban or othor new cloth,

Kurabas are nob requared to pexiorm Sraddhas on the
annivorsary days of death; bul they worship all the ances-
tors generally on the Malhaleye new-wmoon day and on tho
now yoar's day. ‘A placo is cleansed and purified in the
middle of the houso, and a Kalase installed, to which thoy
mako pujn and give mongy and rice doles to sownoe Brah-
mans ard Jangamas on the new-moon day, and offer new
clothes and woar them on the new yoar’s day.

Kurubas are a seltled people and are found in all Social

parts of the State and have no recognized head quar-

bers, ‘Tho shapo of thoeir houses and the paterials thoy are

buill of ave quitersinmloy to those ol tho othor raiyuls thore,

having nothing poculiay ; ¢hub such of the as have largo

numboroef shoop and goabs have soparate pons for thom, call-

ad®in Kannada roppa, oither noat thoir dwelling Rouses
- L

ol

habils,



20

of, a8 i3 ofton tho cnse, in thoir flelds, waleh dogs boing
kopt Lo protectthom from the wild animals ov bo give wam-
ing ol n thiof's inlrugion Lo lifk tho sheop.

Thoy do not admil outsiders into bthenr canto,

"~ Thoey follow the Tlindu Inw of inhoritance:  danghlors,
when there are sons, and sistors ave nob given any share
in the family proporby; as & mator of right, bub o desbitnto
"daughtor or sisbor always roveives duoe considernbion b Lhe
hands of hor {nthor or brothaors and finds o home with thewm
in oaso sheis o widow, A daughtor without any hrobhers
will, of course, succeod 1o her fathor’s propoerty.

Quostions nlfecting inheritance, obe., if thoy are not of
n complicated nature, are enquired into and sobbled by, the
village Panchayat, including the Palel(village headman)
and  Shanblog (village accountant).,  Svmoetlimoes Lho
services of thoeir easto-hoad or Quuda aro also roguisibionaed,
formorly the cldest hrabthor used to gol an oxbra shere in
the father's properby, bub after the institution of the Civil
Courbs, il 18 said, tho custom has {nllon indo desusbudo,

In social position, they occupy the spme sbatuu ng
tho Vakkaligns or tho cullivaling casbo ol tho I'rovinee,
In [act, tho {radition of their ovigin, as moted wbove, ro-
venls their original identity, tho later divergonco boing
due o their occupabion. Vakkaligas and Kuarubas dino with
one another. Bodily contael with thow is not comsidorod
ns impure evon by Brahmuwng, exoeopl in madi.* "Thoy Inbony
undor no disability as regnrds their dwolling in the midst, of
othorg, drawing water [rom the common woll of tho
village, ele, The villnge washorman and barlfor rondor
them their services without the slightost objection or

demuy,

b L)

g pm

¥ Bralinans and othea who lollow thelr ugago, consider it uolb
proper to engngo in any roliglous oxorcige o1 oat btheir food or oven deink
wator withoul washing thomsolvos and puiling on washad  clobhing,
Thas purvified state is callod mad: (5%08) and any contaol with wpors

gon or & thing not in this ologn slaio (53.13 1) apoils it, and nooessitulos
changing of slothes, and somotimes hathing, ’

*

' P
There are good and had sondusiors of unsloannogs (mn,ilig.{u Ei'aé@ﬁ%

The ocommon owmth is a bad conduclo @ so I8 wir and s, ang
lmge bodies of wator., Movenbls things as o genoeral rule communiento
maitigo, and spoil ano’s wmad?, Tho rilog are of como emaploxity, wid
would ho noithor intolligible nor interogling to oubsidms,  Bub thoy wo
waely olsorvad e all thow sitiolness; and as gl bo guosned, G
oldor moembors of w fnamly, osposinlly the old widowed Indies, wiwo thob
spooinl guardians, © '
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''ho original qeeupation of tending sheep and woavihg
ambiry 18 kopl up, budin many places agriculture i moro
largoly rosortod to. Tho wenving industry has, howover,
decayod toa greatb extont, though somo fipe and costly fab-
rics are sbill made inafow placon. Owners of flocks always

koop watch-dogs of the country breed to take care of their
shoep,

Thoir charnctoristic imploment is the shears of a
parbicularly erude patbern, and thoy make puje toit along
with othor implements of trade on the 8th day ol Dasara.

Thero aroboth land-owners and undertenants;and the
majority cullivate the land directly. There are many who
live by potby leado and by working for wages.

o Agnicullural oporalions are conunencoed as soon ag tho
first vaims called Mungnrw (Pworwds) full, generally in the
wonths of April and May, On Mondays, they do little ov
ne agrieulinral work as thoe bulls geb o holiday, Tridays
and Wodnesdays are congiderod suspicious {or comnen-
dng ploughing, and Mridys, Thursdays and Saturdays for
HOWI1NY, |

BBolore thoy cotninence ploughing or sowing, an elderly
man in the house does pgu 1o the nuplemont concornod,
by burning [rankinceuse and breaking o cocoanut belore il.
Simdlarly  peje 18 made whon reaping is commoenced.
Wheun tho corn iy threshod and made indo w hoap, o
cowdung cone, bolioved to roprosent (fenesa, is sob upon tho
wap and worshippod bofore the woeasuring of the corn 18
bogun.,  Gonerally the fivsh measuie is sob apart for the vil-
lage God and whon (he grain 18 all measuroed oul, & quantily
according to the moans of bho owner, s lelt hohind to be dix-
(ribubed in chaxily te the poor who may have been presond,
tho last remnant being takon by the Madiga of the villago.

-

During, Hastd (382) rain, when the crop is standing,
o carenony endled * Ifuste Male Pongaln”’ (B8, 85% sfporien) 1y
porfonned 1o save the crops from dostruction by insects,
Ou that day n shoop is saerificed and tbs blood seatlered all
rornd bty fiadd,  Again ab bhe bimo of tho lunar or the solar
sclipse, o shoop pr a goal is gonerally killed newr thoe fiold
and its blood is seatlored over ib. )

The Kurtabas aro & woll organized gonununiby,  The
wholo easto iy dvidod inbo nmuunber of fegritorinl divisions
At the hond of eacliis o Goudie or headiman awd o Nadu®

i, e ey [ o Tk

* Nadu mosug o Gounley or Provigee,

. *

Oaaupation,
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Gauda hag jurisdiction ovor sevornl Ceayean, The Clnada
iv In somo places enlled v Budidhivante (€98 So3) o wiso

man and he has under hivn o maay ealled Hatbaramannsh ya
(8 gsomow ) or Kolkar (8432 d) or tho bewdlo, whoso dutly
it i to colloet tho caste poople within his jurisdiction
whonovoer necessary.  Haceh group ordivision hos Tis own
templo ab which ofliciates n man of the sumo epsbo, ealled
Pujoai or Vadr, The lubber wones o Hauga, Lo abhoarwise,
tho man is nob holy enough to porforu the worship, 1o
doos not toueh moab or spivibuous Hguor; and hag should bo
g man of the Semanihisopt and can marey only in Are and
(fali sub-divisions.

Some ICurubas cmploy Brahmans .for auspicious
ceremonios, such as marriages, cbe.  Somo cmploy nwer of
their own casto, while olhers call Lingayab privsis Lo con-
duct:  their coremondes.  Ifor funoral coremouies, bhe

altendance of Bralimans 1s nob nocessary, . "

Kuarubas are Saivay, in religion, bul worship all the
Hindu gods, Their tnibal deity is Biva, from Virn, one of
the names of Stwa, Some of the othor deilios worshipped
by this caste ave Mailagea (83998), Batyappe (the wick of u
lam)), Mrachilfappa BORE Byy Kullu Kambhadapue (85083
agy, stone pillar), Budaleppe (S88K), Sellipalleppe (94,
88 @) and Karalwrappe (999085, heir feminine gods
are Yoellamr (W) and Lakshmidevi (93,9W), 1 is
likoly that many of theso are numoes of persons horn in tho
casto, who woro giventhig rank {or soma sorvice or sappased
morib,  Thus it is related of Madlarn thal ho wag horn of
Kuruba parentsto vid tho earth of o tyrant Iakwhase, ondlod
Mallasura who was harassing gods and menelike, Aftor kill-
mg bho Dalshusy, This Kuruba sobbled hiwmsell in Moo
i the Bellary Disbrict and way, afler death, regurdod ws
having partakoen of tho essenco of god Siya, An annul Los-
fival 1s sbill held at the place, in honowr of this person and
the officiating pujari is of the Kuruba cusle. .

Liakshmidovi is tho name given to Vishnw’s gonsort,
bub it seoms likewiso to havo boen thal of v good: woman
of tho casto, who was cullod lLakkavyn or "takkenima,
(Lakki, derived fraan Linkshu), ’ .

"They hold poriodical colobration of the fousts of tholr
gods for which &hoy moect with thoir soversl Guauwdas n
q »

F husome plages onpecitly uvthe Wastorn ol Mysoro, the Uyl
o Ginbhdu of w il bus w non-ofliciul doputy who pous by thy g pl

Buddhifantw or wise man,
r
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ono of lheir prineipal tomples. Tach Gaude or tho Noad
ol the gronp is entrusted with the custody ofa golden
unago represonting the hero of the ¢lan, which he keops in
a small box filled with turineric powder:  Oneo a your or
ab longor intervals, sevoral noighbouring groups join Lo-
gothor for tho colebration, lor which {theyall subscribe
money amounting to s, 200 or Rs 300, The temple ab
which {iboy mecl is cloanged and whitewashed for {his
religious fady (Parashd),  Goravas™ form animportant fea-
ture of these gathorings. They correspond to tho Dasaris
of Vaishnava socts and are inilialed into the brotherhood
by taking vows at the shrine of Maglurt 11evaru (93090 Be0,)
m the Bellary District, Their dress is a contl of black kambli
profusely decked wilh cowries and they have a head
dross of, boar skin, They carry a small drwm and dance and
ping in & woird wanuer and earn their living by begging.

* Inetho celebration of the parashe, tho image of the
tenuple whore they meel and those of the several clans pro-
sont are first «baken in procossion to a river or woll whero
lhoy are washed and decoratod with fowers and sacred
ashes, Lhey are brought back and arrangoedin tho temple.
The worship iy conaueted by the pujeri who 1s always of
the samo casbo, und Goravas sing the praises of the god,
'The lollowing descriplion givon in the Madray Census
Reporb ol 1891, applics almosh oxacbly to what takes placo
in Lhiy Stato, as may be soon (¢, g.) 1 Bowrimgpeb i—

“Onco o yoar sovoral noighbouring clans assemble ab
one of their bigger tomples, which is lighted with ghee,
and placing their innges in & row, olfer o them Howors,
coconnuls, milk, ole., bub do not slay any vietim, Tho
Patha Kurubas (Fale or old Kurubag of these parts), on
those oceasions, break cocoanuls upon the hoads of those
atnong their munper who have an hereditary vight {o the
digbinction,«but the other two divisions do net adopt this
apparontly inhmnan practice. A pujuri orv priest of their
caste snpposoed Lo have some supernatural power ofliciatos,
andt bogins by breaking o fow nuls on the hoads of those
nearest 4o Mm, and then the rest go on, thoe [ragments
belonging by rightl. to thoso whose ghkulls have cracked
thom, and who valuo tho piccos ns sacred 1morsels
of Lood, For a tnonth belore this annual coremony, all the

% tforavayyas aro sonsidered to ha the {|ﬁp['H of Marlaru and huyve, on
poonsions whon the legbival in honout ot this deiby 18 celobabed, to drnk
itk fom tho sanoe howl with bhe dogs, maliang ull sorls  of ndlse and
barking liko thomn,  (Ses Bollury Uazeltuer, 1901, e, 210, @

™ L
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peaple have tukon no mead wind for bhireo days tho pajeri ing
livedd onmidlk alone. AL bhe lonst, thoreloro, all induleo
in rabhor immoederabe oabing, hub drink no liquor, ealling
oxoltodly upon their phrbiculnr god bo - grant tlomen pross
POLOTY YOuy,

"% QOneo in ten or fifloon yours, o 86D biggor Toast
bnkos place, with the samo  proparatory shsbinence, Ghe
gane corentonios nre gono  through, bub with more neise
and clamour, and fnally the hoad of overy elubd who muy
liave boon bown since the lask similar Iesbival, 18 shaved,”

In ihe Mysore Stale, the annual celobrabions huva
been largoly given up in favonr of thoso hold ab longoer
inborvals, and 14 18 also ascorbained that tho, Karubas hore
do nol seruple to sacrifice shoop and goabs ab Lhose Togh-
yals,  Again, they donot wail for those colebragions for
romoving the frsl hair of their childrvon, which s gonarally
dono in their thivd year,

Anothoer modo of worship observed 1 (hoe easbe s bho
revoerenee shown Lo the male pordons whaordio unnrriod
They are known ns fragerara (83819082), Sunll lomples are
built, and stones arve sob up therein in thon naes wnd wro
worshipped.

In commmon with other castos, thoy nlso rovereneo
and worship thoe usual villago gods atd goddosses nnd saceris
fice shoep and goats Lo thom.

Al eagto moelings, bhe oaths considered hinding  are
to swonr by their special dotlios, Biredovaru or Badyippi,
or by thoir own parents or chuldron. o swoenr by w lump
of vibhuti (sacred ashos) nlbor placing ib on w kembli (P8,5)
and wmaking puje 1s peculiar to the custe, this fonn being
considered spocially solemn and sure” to bring on ovil if
bhe man porjures himsoll,

They have gread lanith in soothsaying and soreery, on
oceasions of illnoss or whon any important concern iv aloob,
Womon of Koracharcnsto are the professors of thig axt of
ronding tho unseen by monng of what they endl fani (898),
Aneldorly womanof the Lamily roepuirs to steh ™ seobhsyor
with & quanbiby of wagr and o throe-pie pidee, and consulbs
hor as bo bhe eatse of the malady,  The Tnbbor witho aon ndr of
sertotsness coualled ondy by hn insineeriby, burms feankins
conse (Aaoesped) Bid hrcaks oo coconnud, @ Lor elionh has
brouglb one, Shevepeats some vaaoon in praise of N ynam,
olbeneniud olbon singimg W9 @030 (sulubntions to Ny
). who bhon fwkos o fow prainy ol gl and ubbers son
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cquivoonl senbences. which the unsophisticated Kuruba wo-
man bolioves aud bY which the cause of tho malady is un-
dorstood 1o be tho negloct of the worship of a family god or
of & doconsod ancestor. To ward olf the evil, the credulous
woman sets apart soine piece of money as an carnest of her
making up for past noglect as soon as the present difficully
15 strinountod.

A bolicf in sorcery is not so much a caste or tribal
peculiarity as a relic of & common primilive habit, It is
shared alike by tho uncullivated masses and by those who
are below a cortain mental level in the higher castes. As
may bo oxpectod, women eospecially weak and hysterics]
onos, aro nore subject 1o atlacks of evil spirits than others.
Theugh stories are often {old that under the influence of
devil-possession, persons do things which they could not
possibly do in their nornal state, such us talking in an un-
knewn boemguo or repeating pagsagos ol which they had no
previous acquaintance without understanding the meaning
or doing some equally impossible feats, it is diflicult to
meel with autlientic instances of such conduct, Anything
oul of the way 18 sot down by the ignorant as due 1o &
spivil,  Thus, il & woman causelessly keeps on weoping
or langhing, il sho speaks on subjects of which she doos
nob know anything, if sho keops on staring sl vacant spacoe,
il sho onbs uore than tho usual quontity, or cats anybhing
which'is not an ordinery article of food,if sho fasts for ono
or two days oril in any other way sho bohavos in o manner
nob bofitting hor sex, or if sho faints or walks in sleop, she
is ab onco credited to be under the influoneo of sowe devil,
Corbuin tines and placos are said Lo bo most favourable for
ovil spirits to take hold of womnen, such as the firsl manifes-
Lation of puberly, tinles of wnonthly sickness, pregnancy ox
confinoment and sojourn at the banks of a river or under
shade of large trees, cspocially the banyan or margosa which
are belioved to the special abodes of spirils,

A femalo spirit comos in the guise of & woman attived
in a white garment and entoring into conversalion with
her subjdel, *suddenly vanishos enterving into the labler’s
body. ‘I'mo womhn shows sigus of sucly possession and 1t
iy said that physicinng can detoct this parbicular disoase by
fooling the pulse. At any rate, when a diseaso cannob
bo suscossfully wonted or properly diagioded, il is aseribed
to an ovil spirib, andan,exorciser’s nid is invokoed. 1l
may bo o man of any casto, bub he gonerally happens o

b8 of & low one.

. Boreery.
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The bxoveiser rocoives hig frsh dusbructions from o
Loachor, and tho most propitious seasons are thosoe which
are avoided with pgrticular care for any auspicious ¢oros
monies, such as tho day of an eolipso, or a new-moon diy
[alling on a Sudday. The virtue of the ineantation is
consldered to bo enhaheod and the powoer of Lho oxorcisor
incroused by his ropoating them ofton on such days of bho

yeny, standing in wator,

The day for tho pérformance of an incantabion Lo
drive away o spirit 1s delected with sinilar care, Sundays
and Thuwsdays being considered specially good.  The
work is taken up generally in the duskof the evening,
The ground is smeared with cow-dung and some cabalis-
lic figures ave drawn on it with charcoal and vermilion
powdors, fantastic figures of a monkey (Handma)or of
some Rakshasa being somoetimes considered appropriate.
Cooked rice, part of which is coloured red, ﬂmﬁlﬁm of fivo
or sevbn kinds, limes, frankinconse and somo othor articlos
are provided for the puje, and lighiy are ‘placed noar tho
figures drawn on the ground. 'Tho patient is led to the place
and soaled in front of the figures with her hatr untied and
let louge on her nock. Thero is a crowd of women and
childron all round and tho oxorciser sits clnd generally in
a single web cloth round tho loins, and boegins his opora-
tions, Ho throws someo charmed ashos on hor, broaks o
cocounut and ollers puju bo his igures, and ubbors his 1u-
cantations which either are moere meaningless soundy on
bhrents or abuse dirceled to the spivib in possossion, iu u
loud key with a8 much peromptoriness as ho, can cons
mand, Lo enhance tho uoise and conlusion, one is boat-
ing vigorously n metal digk, and the audience add bheir

loud vitupoeration.

The patient, whon, as in rare cases, she is not feign-
ing in order to atbrack some betber congideralion to hor-
solf from her husband’s velations, is generally nouroie,
and all this din and noise ach on her nerves, and doprive
hér altogethér of her presence of mind. She is_gonorally
soon b the wercy of the exorcisor, and ig perhaps o somo
oxtent hypnolised. The unwoleomns spiril who*hasg lakon
up his abode in hor body is at lagh madoe to gpoak through
her mouth ; ande often gives higaddress, and tolls when,
whore and why hé took possession of thisnperson, and what
will bo o sulliciont inducemont for il bo quit tho pro-
soni*placo.  Somoetimes, ib 1s the spirit of & wan who {ell

in lovd with the gixl whon sho wase going alone in abbract®o
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cosfumo under the spirit's peepul or banyan ftreec in
tho middle of the day; sometbintes 16 is her disappointed
lovor, Oftoner it is tho girl’s husband's previous wiie,
who 1s envious of the happiness of hor wha has usurped her
place. If a weak spiwrit, 1l confesses itgelf overpowored b
the forece ol the exorciser’s mcantulions and bogs to bo {L{
lowed to dopart for good; if strong, it either exacts very ex-
ponsive terius, sueh as a long . pilgrimage, feeding of many
persons, or oven the building of a tewple, or it [latly de-
clines (o leavo the patient with her life,

In most cases, the devil is niore complacent, and con-
sonts 1o vacate its place. lmplicil confidence cannot, how-
ever, be placed in its word, and so to prevent its hovering
about the house and taking possession of eibther the same
or anothgr subject after the spell 18 removed, the patient
is taken oulside tho village to somne tree or other spot which
might sexve as a convenient lenciment for the spirit, With
a lond warning, and somebimes with a token such as a
broken branch of the tree or some locks of hair pulled off
the head of the patienf, the spirit quits the body and
leaves the patient quite exhausted. 'Fomake it fash in the
tree, a nail is dreiven into il, and thervealler women and
children ghun thab place for fear of being atlacked by this
sp1vit, q.

To prevent a relapse, the girl is given a copper talis-
mon, which she wears on hier person,

In dvess they resewmble tho other castes excepb that
thoir women in sowne places wear kamdli as their main gar-
mant and wear no bodice cloth. They have ne national
apanes, nor do thoy got up for thowselves any theatrical
entertainmments, The women gel themselves tatpoed, the
Agures veprosenbing a variety ol designs.

Dtegs, ofe,
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APPLIENDIX,

Lo Adu Kuleg (¥%05w)  Goal, The poople of  this
division abstain from killing or enling fomalo
goad,

2. dlige (2915)~ -\ drun,

Qe JI?MIZG?'H (Eﬂﬂﬁﬁ)wj&' cage,

4. Ane (88)—Ilophant, It i1s sadd that tho peoplo
of this division do not ride on cloephanis svon
whon thoy have a chance, bul use thewm, if at
all, for carrying their gods.

5. Anne (98, )—Tho kitchen horb’ Celosic albida.
Thoy abstain {rom eating this herb,

' * * b ' . @

6, Avi or Ave (99)—A kind of troe Bawhinte racemosa.

7. drusing (9O88)—Ballyon, This iy an igbereséing
division, L'he poople of this division originally
abstained [ron using or touching saflvon.  13ut
s Lhig is s comnodiby of ovory-day usoe,thoy have
transforrod thoir roveronce to Navano grain ox
pantic seod (Panicum).  Slll they do not grow
s flron,

8, Arasn (WOR) —A king (?) Thoy do nol cub tho
banyan broc.

0, Al (28)—Indian fig. They do nol cub this troo
nor cal its fruait,

10, Bundi (@e®)-—A carl,  As ib 1y dillicult nol Lo uso
a onrl, bhoy moerely do nob sibin a cusl in which
their god 18 carriod.

[Jasari ﬁwm)—mﬂ'irm.&: tafeetvrie.  T'hoy noither
cub bhis tree nor usoit lor fucl

12, BDeln  (3Re)--Wood-applo {rec, They do nol cul

1l

or use bhis troe lor fuol, =~
13, Ielli (8%)—Silver, They do not uso silvor toc-
Fi1Lgs.

14, Balagure (@9790)—Glass banglos. 1L isesnid  thal
the womon in (his division do nob ov should
nob use glass bangley, bul only those made of

boll-motal,

Alige.  Tho word Kule (sopb or tihe) is bo be undorstood wb the
ond ylsonch of thosg nanes, ._



29

16, Basara (23%0) (?)
18, Beneche (36%8)—Flint stone,

17. Bevu (¥9)—A margosa tree. They worship
margosa tree aud neither cut it nor use its wood
for fuel nor its oil for lamps.

18, Minw or Delu (%> —eRes)—A veel of thread,

19, Biva (¥8%) They do not throw Birakki during
marriages.

20. Bana (w9%)-- An arrow.

21, Benne (8%,)—DButter. They do not use butter,
2. Banni (W)—A prickly tree (Prosupis specigera)
which they neither cul nor use as a shade.

93, vare (¥58)—A. species of pulse {Phaseolus radi-
abus).

24, Gole (BAS8)—An arrow,

25, Budali (w#89)—Aghes (?).

206, Bugudi (2078)—A female ear ornament.
27, Chelu (#5899)—A scorpion.,

28, (hitly (% Y— A kind of forest tres,

29, Qhilla \¥g)—A. clearing-nut tres (Stryelmos
potatorum),

30, Chandana (wo8S)—A sandalwood tree (Sertum
myrtifolium).

81, Qlandu (®ows)—-The moomn,

39, (huri (Wa0)—A knite.

33 Chatta (¥4;)—A bier, Dead bodies in this divi-
sion are ot carried on biers bub by hands, rolled
in kamblis,

4, Devadaru (S8m8)—A species of pine (Pinus
deodara).

35, Dande (808)—A garland,

36, Jand (W)—A rope.

37, Dasari (W80)—A kind of silk.
38, fimme (9533)—A she-builalo.
30, (Fali (M¥)—Wind or devil,

40. tlauda .(ﬁ"m)w'f[‘lm headman. They do not pay
aontribution for the celebration of the fegbivi-

ties of their tribal god.
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41, Garike (Mo®)—A spooios of gyass (Agroslts linea-
ris),

42, ()0?}6{1,?'&'(?%@3)‘5)%1\5 AL,

48, Garand (N988)—7

44, Gudi (Por)—A ftemplo.

45, Qulimi (Ped)—A pickaxe,

46, Malle or Arali (€89)—A peopul bree.

47, ITalu (we9)—Nilk,

48, Hovu (898)—A gnake.

49, Honmy B8y )—Gold, Women of this division
do not womr gold jewels, '

50. Tunase (%0e®)——A tamarind tree.

51, Thurali—(30Y) Horse gram, Thoy fhl)fril*lhl'll [yony
junglo poppor (F1@H&R2)  inslead of gram, as
bhis ig n necessary articlo of food.

59, Irulu (80s99) —Night,

53. Iruvu ('&98))—An ant,

54, Jelakuppe (BB — A kind of lish,

56, Janui (W8 )—A kind of fragrant plant,

50, Jirige (Bh)—Cunmmin seod,

57, Jivale (3¥FB0)—An ingook,

68, Jilludi ov elbn (W 8oy o9 )—Tikka plant,

59, Kadale (T29)—PBongal giam.

60, Ketchalu (F¥,09)—Tho udder.

61, Kanchu (Towds)—DBoll-molal. .

02, Kaggallu (¥ v )—hard stone.

63, Kudagn (F80)—A bracelot.

64, Ravada (¥952@)~-A  ocolourod bordor of a cloth

056, Kongandi (Fmoriol)—(7)

66, Koppu (F2%y)—A knot or hair.seroy siick in o
knot of haiy, '

67, Kota (Batt)—Namo of a bird.
68, Kolli (”@-‘fﬂ’ ) —A five-brand,
08, Kumdhilo ('u“am.as’)-—-f’; pui]ip]ﬂil.
JO. Mallign (F2® #)— Jagmine.
3. Majfige,(S923,20) — Bullor-milk,
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Mrzyimm (3%S)—Bathing. The god of this
ivision"is always washed in rivers,

Masaly (SaRwd)—Impure, They do nof eat a
sho- go&t

Marasale (S09RU).—(?)

Mada (%:8) —Pride or passion (?)

Mengsn  (RowR) —Pepper. They do not eut
pepper cresper nor cultivate 1it.

Minchu () —A toe-ring.

Mise (®)—Moustache,

Mola (S»e)—A rabbit or hare.

Mota (Swt)—Gtump of a free,

Murw hinding (¥2e8:%088).0f three herds (P)

Muttu (S0 )-—Pearl,

Magare (819)—A kind of tres. They do not sib
undel 18 shadow much less cul or burn it.

Nuli (87)—A bamboo tube,

Navilu (8Re3) — A pea-cock.,

Ngyt (8)-—A dog.

Naggalu (Sn.en)-—Moringa plant (Moringa plen-
JoSPLTMa).,

Nelli (3Q)—A tvoe (Phyllanthus emblica).

Onile (wo¥)—A pestle, They do not touch a

postle but instead of it a wooden hammer is
used.

Otha or Tlothe (BatE)—A he-goatb,
Puttara (Bg8) —

Pouniru (Rp00)—(?)

Sagura (Fo3)—An ocean,

Same—

Ohiliha (B39%0) } Grain of Panicum fru-
, Lodda (Eﬂﬂ@ Aslo) mentacium,

Samcmm (Fye08)—A flower (Ohrysanthemum In-
dicum),
Seili (R¥3)-—A head or chief of caste.

Sulalu (%) —(?) Thoy abstaifl “from Navand.,

Sunde (Bod) (P) -
Sanlin (Jo2s)—A conch shell,



100.
101,
102,
108.
104,
105.
. ITatti (®8,)—Collon,
107,
108,
109,
110.
111,

3%

Suji (Raw) —A nocdls,

Surya (Ragg)—Tho sun.

Southe (3™8)~ Rirowood.
Thambe (Bs08)—A kind ol troe.
Tugare (vorid)—A ring,

Uppu (@08)y) —Sall.

ITutta (%8 Y~ An ant-hill,
Gosa (1) (?)—"They do nol ocal Navand groin,
Lali (939)-—Wenvor's shutblo,

Mane (P58 (7)
Asali (¥89)-—A jewel,



