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TRIBAL MOBILISATION IN SOUTHERN INDIA 

P.K. Misra 

THE TRIBAL population of the four states of South India 
namely, Andhra Pradesh, Ram ataka, Kerala and Tamil- 

nadu, referred to in this report as the Soutbern Zone-is 
rather thin in comparison with f ie  tribal population af other 
Zones- The totat tribal population of this zone is X,12,200 
which is 0.9 per cent of the populatim of the zone and 0.15 
PC5 cent of the total tribal population of the C O ~ P ~ ~ Y .  The 
P~pulation of the tribes in each State of this and their 
Percentage in terms of the total population as per tht 197f 
Census is given in Table 1. 

TABLE 1 
State ~clteduted frlbc % to r u ~ d  

popllfarion puPdu~ion 

1. Aodhra Pradcsh 1,657,657 3.8 
2. Karnataka 231,268 0.8 
3, Kerala 269,356 1.3 
4. Tamjlnadu 311,515 8.8 

There are 83 tribal groups in this zone but only a few of 
them have a population of more than one lakh. S o w  of the 
big tribal groups are the Koyas of Andhra Pradcsh (they a* 

largest in this zooc) with a population 0f2.85~226; the 
Malayali in Tamibdu (1,59,426): the Imla in Tamiloadu 
(89,025); and the p a n i p  in Kerala (49.562). It is obsemd that 
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the larga tribes are found in Andbra ~ r a d ~ l l  whereas the 
, poups in Kerala, Tamjlnadu and ~ arnata kn  are relatively 
a. smaller in size. Another distinct feature of this zolle js 

~everal of the tribal groups have heen living on fWd-gnthethg 
and hunling till very recently. In fact there are some groups 
whichs~dl continue to subsist on hod-gathering. T b  Chala 
Naickms, who by now have become quiti. well known, '*' 
cxarnple. They number anIy around 281 (Ananpa, 1976). 
ljve in caves and have no in~plements for hunting- similarly' 
some Jenu Kuruba groups livc by food-garhering, and tilt  
ently several of thcm were observed living in bushes. But '" 
this zone, the rhola Naickens are perhaps the only people who 
have managed to keep the~nselves away from the expanding 
econcmy and culture of the 'aviljzed world'. I t  has been 
possible for them to do so because they wifidrew to the .most 
inaccessible and inhospitable areas. Othcrs, like jenu 
Kurubaq. did try to withdraw but the arca they lived jn 
came into tb orbit of expanding economy fallowed by the 
culture brought along with it. Where= the tribals haye 
became part of this expansion praccss, with only a few 
exceptions, t h y  do so by laosing control over the resourw 
and thus becoming dependent on the alien culture. It 
observed that in this zone, as dsew+ere, the tribal5 lost t&lr 
Jaad and other resources,* and live by selling the3 labour. 
nough their labour is o K r i  t iczl.1 impoitaam to the expandja8 
econmY, they as a people become marginalized. This process 
is perhaps anore acutely felt ki this zone than elsewhere. 

In spite of the hct that s o w  of the most primitive 
goups live this area, anthropologi~al literature about b e  
[rib* in tkis zone is conspicuously poor. TIlere aIe only a 

length monagraphs available on the trjbes of this 
'One though same of rhc tribal groups, like Tadas aod 
Xotas~have atkachd tb attention of social ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i s t ~  the 
world over. 
On the basis their population, tribes of this zalle 

can be gwgraphical pocketSS One such pocket h ki-unction of Tambrdu,  KarnatPka and 
in the Westem Ghats. The other major ia io 

the northern most put8 of Andbra PndrJh bordning three 
Pa'*-namoLy* Maharashtrap M~adhya Pmdeah and Ori~s*, 



n're are swfic minor pockets too. The geographical location 
Of these pockets, whether big or small, shows that they all lie 
near State boundaries, in the forests or in ths hills. The 
larger pockets show a more intensive combination of all these 

The location of these tribal pockets is not a mere 
historical actiden t .  People possessing poorer technology have 
been pushed into outlying inhospitable arcas the world aver. 
Whenever there is a confrontation between the people of 
higher and the people of lower technology, one of 
fhe alternatives for thc latter is to squeeze, themselves into the 
Interiors of the forests or to go up into tbe hills. But the 
fRnrch of ~ivilivaljon keeps on clearing the foresls ~d climb- - 
'"g hills and in that sense the tribal popuIatjons h such 
places eVentually get exposed, so say. But in spite 0f 
physical expasure, the tribes remain socially farlbest from the 

of civilizatio; and 3150 from c~t-off  points of network 
Of rcIat ions11 ip which are the main integrative principbs of 
civilizations. Thus, in this sense, the. tribal populations 
Stand at the periphery of civi[ization. But this process 
becomes i11campa(ible when it comes to  the realization of 
material benefits-both raw malerjal and cheap labour are . 
required for the expansion and prosperity of a civilization. 
As indicated earlier, the economy of the tribals living this 

is fast changing but if we take into account haw they 
lived even a decade earlier, we find each tribe has made 
interesting and varied adaptations to the environment and the 
People around it. lo this zone, a good numbcr of the trjb*- 
like the Chela Najeken and the Jenu ~ u r u b a - d e p ~ d a d  
upon food-gathering, Some conrbined food-gathering with 
hunting like the Kqas  and Cbenchus. Others combined jt 
with same handicraft like the Betta Kurubas and 
h u b a s  who, baidcs faad-gatbering, Were engaged in basket 
making and pottery and blacksmithy. Then there were groups 
l i k ~  the MuIlu Kururnba who engaged cultivarion but 
derived fairly large mount  of their food through hmling 
and fishing. Then there were D O U P S  lke [he Kumchia 
had ahays been settled cultivators but supplmented *" 
diet withVhunting. 

At  he Level of social organization also, we find interesting 
Variations. The polyandrous Todas arc too well known *Q 
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need anv elaboration. All the tribes found in K ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ '  
Aodhn Pradcsh and Tajnihadu, arc and P ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ~ ~  
but some of the. tribes in Kerala are matrilineal. Some of the 
t r i b ~  which are patrilineal appear to h a v ~  hcpn 1natriiinea1 
at one time; for example Mullu Kurumba are potriliflca' 
patrilocal but iheir clan inheritance is through the mother' 
Howcver, the clan syjtem in their case is bccunljng function- 
Iess. Sjmilu evidenw is available for the Mala U1ladan' 

Then is another interesting fcaturc of rhc tdber in 
region and that is the aotion of pollution. IhC 

concept of pollu~ian and various ather symbols, part icu'nr'y 
dress an3 language, each tribalgroup rnailltains i ts  separate 
ldcntity and atso a relatiye distance in respect of tllc nc'gl'- 
bowing population. The system of maintaining distfinGc as 
fwnd in some of Lhc regions, has been cornpard with lh2 
hiernrcbical arrangement of the caatc sysltrr~ (see 
1367; Reddy, 1'173 and Misra, 1972). Maintenance of rclativC 
dis~ance does not necessarily determine hicrar~lly. It hdica- 
live uf mutud relationship. Hoivevcr, i t  can lead to 
dcve1opment of hicrarchjcal char,ictcfiatics if therr: is "" 
input of powcr. 

In this resume, 1 will Concelltratc mainly on 1 1 1 ~  tribal 
pocket situated in the w a t e l n  @tats at h e  tri-juootionn 
of - r m i l ~ ~ a d u ,  Kerala and Kanlataka. ?.he tribes of lhls 
pocket can be considered as belonairlg Lo three regiolls. 00' 
Is reDon of the Nilgiris; within this region itself there are 

between lhe tribes which liW On hiS[~er ~ ~ v e l ~  
and the tribes which litc at Lower levels. ~t is that 

le*ds at one time were ef[cctcd by a high incidcncc 
of Plasmodium malaria. n c  f,ccond is the Weslcrn slope of 
'he Nilgiris* 10 the borders of KaroetaknI yamilnsdU 
and Kerala~ is referred to ale Sulranbatcri rcgionI 

the im~anan t  townr of this region. me thitd 
'c second m i o n  but is to  the bardor of KarnEi- 

"lra and KaaLa and is known as the Manantody region after 
the important town af ~b region, 

Tl~c & ilgir i 



the Kuruntbas and tlte Irulas. The Todas occupy the higher 
ard tvtsterly platcau arca, tlze d e v a t i ~ n  of which ranges 

6,500 feet to 7,500 fect. The Badagas occupy the 
Ilalf of the Nilgiri plateau wll ich is heavily cultivated 

them. T l ~ c  elevation of t ]~cir  set tJcinent ranges from 4,900 
feet 7,300 feet. The Kalas 1i;c at almost ttte fame dcm- 
tioll as the Batjagas 2nd  we ollly six setli~n~et~ts. The 
Kurulnbas nr!rl the lrulas are found on thc Iorver 5loPcs of 
the Nikil-is at =levat ions ipg froru 1,500 to 5,000 feet 
(Hcckings, 1974: 209). ~h~ Bad;yas are reported to haye 
4i~ratpd frcm the b:ysore plains to  the Nilgiris in tlv latter 

of the ~ i x t e c n t i ~  century. In 1602, rl~ere were only about 
500 Dadagas i n  llle Nilyjris living i.1 lhrce vihgcs but 
now number 1,O.I ,OL\O nfld are sprcnd over 370 villngcs. Must 
of tllcsr villages fire lacatcd in  2 zone bctween 5,01]0 and 
G1500 feet, thc upper rc-fichcs of whir!, touch the Toda s ~ t t l e  
mcnts and thc lojvcr, tile ~ u r u m b a  settlerncnts (Hocklngs* 
1974). In  0tIlc.r wwds they pushed the Todas to WPcr 
regions which was too cold far tIleir millet cultivation and 
they forced the Kurumbas down to  a a  inhospitable maIarial 
climate. 

A review of the growtll of tllc popuIation of the 
groups shows some interesting results (Tables 2 $3). 

- 11-42 -0.1 Y Todas 8U7 714 
$148-36 +a.45 Badagaa 33,152 84,823 - 34.25 -0.57 Kotas 1,267 833 - 

TABLE 3 - - 

or 
1971 Increase do 

Tribes 1901 
~ n n l r a l  - - 

+ I5.U +0.22 
Todaa 807 930 -(- 204.52 -2.92 
Badagas 34,150 104,OoQ - 6.23 -0.09 
Kotas 1.267 1,188 



The Badagas have grown rapidly wliile the Toda and Kota 
populations have gone down if the Census data from ISo1 up 
to  1961 is taken into account. Thc Census figures for 
Kurumbas and Irulas are consistently available. Hokvcver' 
i F  we take the data up to  1971, tIre Tadas also she\+! a 
tive growth rate suggesting that in the tea-year period (lq61 
to  1971) the hclfare measures undertaken among them have 
had positive results. But the Katas still show a minus 
growth rate. If propcr records were available the Irulas and 
Kurumbas perhaps would show .v downward trend 
numbers, at least up to 1961. Their decline i n  1 x u 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
could be expected because of the material cliniale of area 
they lived in as also the large-scale persecutioll suffcrcd by 
the Kurumbas in particular. The decline of the Todas was 
mainly because of the venereal diseases that affected them, .' 
gift ~f the European settlers. But the decline of the Kofa"'" 
inexplicable. However, the important point is that the 
~abagas, who werc a refugee papulatioo, have not 01'Iy 
sislificantly risen in numbers but have also expanded 
occupied most of the hospitable land in the Nilgiris. The 
growth of their papulation can be explained by the fact 
not only were thcy praducing their own food but they also 
generatad a surpIus which enabled them to buy up more and 
more land and expand. Their expansinn lead t o  thc imPove' 
ri~hmtr\l of all groups, particularly the Irulas and ~ u r u m ~ ~ ~  

they were the weakest. 
These groups lived in ecnnon~ic and social the 

Tadas as patoralists, the Badagas as agriculturists, the Kotas 
as arlisans and the Kurumbas as food-gathcrers and sorcerers- 
ne Irulas were somewhat aloof from this symbiosis. HOW' 

though they provided their spc~iallst services md goads 
lo each olhcr the exchnge was not equitable. Tile Todas 
'Onsidered thmsell'es t o  be the purest. They atc 

ddi 1101 allow any of the other groups to come 
their sertlements. The Kotas, [he Kurumbas and the 

lrulps were 'Xnsidcrcd to be the most unclean. ~ h e y  ate 
canion* Kurumbas were p ~ i e u l p ~ ] ~  dapised hecause 

practised sorcery. Ibc Kotas were employed lo p]4 
'wing h e  dea~h ceremony of the Todns and tllc 

Badagar. @ouP tenaciously . maintained iu rn1furd 
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'denfity dcspitc interaction at the econon~ic and social levels. 
The coln~lex Toda rituals and sccial organization had no 

in r o t a  life. 7 1 ~ c  similarity betacen the Kotas and 
Ibc Badaga did not go beyond dress and housing. 

all lhis has undergone a sea-change now. The 
exchal'&c of scrvices and goods bctwcen these commnaitics 
based on the traditional rdatianahip hsr given way to the 
impcrsona~ markct ~nechanism. There is no social interaction 
between tllrm a? the group level. In f a c t  there k open 
nntag~ni5m bctwetn the Todns and Badasas, and the Kotas 
ad Badass .  The Kururnbas and Irulas have never been a 
cO'tsti~ucl~t in thc power structure of the Nilgiris and !]ICY 

are not so even now, IJ le  ICurumbns were a persccutcd 
though they have some respire now as the people's 

a'tiludc towards superstitions is changing. 
The Todas have lost not only tlleir prc-eminent position 

as their grzzjng land, but their nl~nxbcrs are i.00 mall 
for meaningful mobilization. The K o t a ~  are similarly 
restricted in numbers. l'hey josl their craft with the 0 ~ n i n g  
up of the area and also land. The Kuruntbas and the Irulas 

bcen absorbed as v(agc-labourers in plantations 
Private farms or have heen ref to felld for themselves- I t i s  
the Badagas who have been rising from strength to  strefigtll. 
Their mainstay has been agriculture d1id1 received a further 

with ;he introduction of potato, and now the hiest 
capital intensive tecl1niques growing this crop has been 
made available to them.  bey participate in modmm industry 
and a ialpe "umber of thm have become successful entrepre* 
neurs. TIley have also taken *a modan ed~lcation and in 
this rcipect thq took advantage of their backward class label- 
They are active polilicaljy and because of t h j r  large nmberr 
and being canrentrated in one place their viability as a 
political group is recognized in political circles. 

There are same C]lrisiian~ among t h e n  but 'Ode- 

pendencc their number has been falling; there hnve 
very few conversions since then. Tllc majority of lhan 
Hindur but unlike the peasant sastrs in the plains they 
not bothered t o  crtDblirh tllcir identity ifl the caste 
They have by-pnsed the phraomcnofl of ' s e~ i t i sa t ion '  
m d  instead they strive to amodernize' thcmse'ves' In 



process the plicnomenon of class dynamics has emerged 
zmong them. There ore succcssful cntrcpreneurs among &Ern 
as also owners of middle range industries. The large and 
medium size farm owners among them use capital inle~lsive 
techniques t o  increase productivjty with an eye on the market. 
A middle class is emerging amon2 them and a substantial 
number of Iiternte Badagas having obtained jobs in gQtlern- 
rnentitl and nos-governmental establishments. But ihe base of 
Badaga society i s  still farmed by a large chunk of people \\rho 
are small or marginal farmers or iandless labourers who have 
become proprcssivdy pauperized by thc very nature of develop- 
ment. Thus, the Badagas have come a long way from their 
orlginatrefugec status, thence to a tribal status with a place ill 
the regional intel-tribal relationship, and finally to a modern 
group with emerging tendencies of class dynamics. 

The Sitltanbnt eri Regio11 

En this region live thc Chettys, the Mullu Kurumbas, the 
Urdi Kururubas, the Kattu Naickens and the Paniyans. W c  
find dniost fhc salrxe position here as in the ~il~iris-each 
tribe is endogamous, each cbsenres specific cornmensnl 
relations with the others, each has a spccialjzed occupation 
and a notion of purity and pollution. It is also noticcd that 
the CChettys, who are now mostly landowners, have started 
cLa'ing to be a Hindu caste. The Mullrl Kurumbas, who 
used to bc hunters, now nlustly depend on wage-earning. 
nie UraIi Kurumbas, the craftsmen of the area, gradually 
gave up their trade because of the peneuation of the market 
into their region. The Kattn Naickens, who were food- 
gatherers, now find that the forests do not provide +.hem 
with enough food and have taken to  wage earning. The 
Paniyans used to work as serfs and continuc to live by their 
labour. Our guess is that a similar demographic pattern 
wa3ld pertain 10 this area as to the Nilgiris if systematic data 
for each tribe Was available. Analyzing the present 
it is clear that ody the Chettys and the new settlers have an 
Wpcr in the region as they praduce surplus food and 
and haQe other resources which allow &em to invest and 
=pand* advance money ori credit and have control men 



and materials. All this, as discussed earlier causes pressure 
particularly on those who do not have the means to product 
Uleir own food. They are natural prey f r r  those who are 
anxious to  multiply their surpjuses. 'I'l~eir pauperizatidn and 
'"ritual decay is a logical carojlaq. But in this region also, 
the ten-~ear population r r c c d  of the Paniyans and Kattu 
Naickens (1 961-71) shbw an upward trend , suggesting that 
the measures undct-taken for the scheduled Tribes 
have Produced some positive results. The rise of lllr C ~ E ~ ~ Y S  
has been as dramatic as that of the Badass  because the 
Chett~s had 10 fact sliR campclition from ncw and more 

hfuslim and Christian settlers in the region and 
did not have the advm1tnge of cash crop like potato 

which the Radagas had. 
Both the Chettys and Mull" Kuruinbas dnim to be 

but without elaiming particular stat us the art' 
hicrarch~. The twice-born gmup of Xshatriyas is fissi['g 
in Sotlth Indian ~ a s t e  situation, and hence the new 
groDpf entering the fold ofthe caste system can best join as 
clean Sh~dras. The term Sbudra js not an enviable one and 
't i s  increasingly becoming imperlinent to refer to my One as 
"huh.  Therefore, the tendenq is to gloss over the 
s t a h ~  and instead to seek status via 'modernhation' and 
"enllh, rhravgh prest ido~~ dtudn This is 
"hat the Chettys and ~ u j l u  Kurumbas are striving for' 

region live t r j b ~  like Jenu Kurubas and the 
Betta Kuntbas on the Knrnatakn side and the Kattu Naickens~ 
Ihe Urali Kurumbas, the Adifins, the Paniyans and 
Kur~chias on the Kerala side. Of all these groups* the 
Kuruchias are tradilicnally ihc only settled alriculturisu 
The records show that for their heroic p a f i i ~ i ~ a t i o n  in laul 
wars, the Kuruchias were gjvcn gifts of land and money bY 
the local kiFgr (Varier, 1976). The records show that they 
fought against the Brili& in 1812 and thereafier were 
merciltdy punlrhcd (Rnvindmn, 1976) They arc cxdusive 
group and live away from all tribal and nm-rrib~1 goups. 
Except for the Nanboodris, they consider all o l b e r ~ r o ~ l e  
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differentially polluting. They do not allow zny 01le enter 
their houses or work in  heir k l d s .  They fire settled Wricul- 
t ~ i ~ t s  and have a jpint kmily system. Thhelr proPMY is 
by thc family. 'Ihc Mullu Kurumbss consider the Kuruchias 
as being superior but the Ruruchias have not sought any 
yartirulsr identidy in the Hindu dnstc hierarchy cxcclst that 
they haye a minimal jn~cra~t ion with all rhose whom tbcY 
ccasider p~tIuting. Unlike ?he Badasas and the ChettYs they 
have not given up their tribal identity and traditional 
practices and rcmain a close-hlit group. There are difffrenccs 
of ~ c z l t h  in the community bul j t  has not led to cmer- 
Bence of classes zmopg thrm because the property is not 
il~dividuaiIy cwned. All labour and capital investment is On 
land ~l'hkh, on account of several constraints, cannot be 
ex~anded beyond a certain point, while their sacid norms. 
particuIarly thcse concerning pollution, prevent economic 
diversification. Though t l~ey  do seek to  improve the Pro- 
ductivity of their land by ushg modern agricultural tcchni* 
qucs, hwdly any d e r t a  at modernization are noticed in other 
spheres of activity. Only a few among them have. gone in  
for higher education. On account of their social norlnsy 
they have been able to prevent alienation of their land. 

two regions SuItanbatcri and Manantody just. describ- 
ed are contjguous and at one time must have been substan- 
t i a h  rich in forest and natural resources. ~ u t  now this 
wealth is divided among three states and the people living in 

areas haye been accordingly separated. Not only this, 
but the states' concerned represent three differat culture 
zones- The three main languages spoken in these States are 
Tamil, Malayalnm and Kannada. In olden times, the tribals 
living in this zone must have been in close interaction with 
each other- This was possjble because each culture area 

a cut-off point near about this zone and one can 
guess that demarcation of boundaries must have been vague in 
'Iden t h e s -  However, all this has hanged now, Large 
chunks forest have nOW been rJeated md three dominant 
cultures have ~b~s icaI ly  expanded up to  be fie state boundaries 
from their respective sides, howwer it is from 1 
Kunawa sid*~lains People with higha t e c ~ o l o e ~  came 
and 8ettkd *to fhc region. Platatjon, Bn ,tirely 



U'iilt new values made deep penetrations into this 
'One# The forest dwellers were uprooted, reslrictions on their 
movement imposed, their foraging economy was interfered 
and were 3150 lured to  part away with thc forest resources 
and land they awned. The State policies on forest also 
interfered with their way of life, Tl~cy became refugees on 

a1.n {and. 
. The pace of penetration has quickened more particulnriy '" those arcas where big reservoir dams in the forest regions 
have been planned. The oonscqllcnees of .Statewiw' ~cnetra- 

has bee*, (i) even tllough a tribe is, culturally, CcUno- 
m i c a l t ~  and politically ]lmogenous, awing t o  dernarcot ion of 
State boundaries the homogeneity i s  broken and a ~ec!ion of the tribe is mndc to intcgratt wit], the eulture of State where 
If resides- Its politic:ll activities arc relevant t o  1h.lt State. 
lii) for the Knrncllin all other tribal$ lost land to he 
sctt'ers and plantations in  their regions. Most of 
Ihe 'ribfils now work as daily jvage earnem. fiii) The artisans 
like the Urali Kurumba and the Notn lost their trade but the 
Betta Kuruba received impetus to enlarge their craft a 

for baskets has increased but they are facing 
acute shortage of raw ntatcrin]. ( iv)  The traditional economy 
ha broken down and with Chat tb: traditional farm of inter- 
action between fhc group* has become extinct. The traditional 
PRtlcrn of social relationship thus has become yet 
the traditional values persist. n i s  has made the groups 
exclusi~e than before. me small tribal groups thus remain 
divided, restricting harjzontal mobilisstifin. (v) T h e  groups 
llkc the Jenu Kuruba alld to some e l t e n t f h ~  Panban had 

entirely a different path and that is to  withdraw them- 
fe lve~  from outside interaction including drvelopmcnt "gencies' 
"S far as possible, 

Politically, it in the Bedagar in the Nilgiris and the Kuruchias 
ahd Mullu Kurumbas in other two regions who 
I t  is not mere illat the three grcups 
should also be politically active. The Bad%ar tread thin 
--while they have 'prospered' in Tarnilnadu and have 
benefited by *c absence of the higher czste in fhe region.' lhey 
an Yen mu& agabb the Tamil retucrr in the ~ d g ~ ~ ~ *  the 
kthr bebg a w e a t  to their iflterats* *'* cv'tvrc 



and language is distinct from that of the ~ a n ~ i l s  and hence 
they fight against thc Tamitization of Lhe Nilgiris. Here lies 
the basic contradiction. The average Badaga is c a n s e i ~ u ~  of 

as t o  what objectively determines an individual's status and 
hence makes serious efforts to  accumulate property and 
'modernize' but at the same time he is forced t o  realize the 
contextual and culturc-based situation which gives risc 
'cmmunal' politics. 'Ihc interplay of these opposing forces ' 

is in the best interests &those who have beell able to amass 
some wealth for themselves. When participnting in die kvidcr 

arena such people tend to take radical pastures and do not 
seem to give any weightage to  traditional practices but biick 
in their home region. they becorn =]lampions of the traditiona1 
inter- and intra-group relationship. 

T h e  young leadership of the Kuruchias and the Mullu 
Kurumbas realize that tbcy cannot bcoorne poiitically impor- 
tant because of their small numbers. Somc efforts have he* 
made different political partics to mobilize them across 
tribal boundaries. However, thmc efforts have not beEn 
sustained. A number of young people belonging to these 
communities are full of enthusiasm but  lac^ proper lcadershi~. 
The Young men are fully conscious ofthe exploitation they 
and their commun it its have suffered but feel frustrated as 
they cannot dn anything about it for wallt of muney and the 
lack of educaticn among them. Bui it appears that they have 

been able to cast away their traditional values and objcc- 
t i v ~ l ~  analyze their situation. While they realize the necessity 
of tribal unity, one of them said during a discussion a5 this 
issue: 'It is not possible to bringthem (tribe XI into our f i I d  
because thcy are SO ignorant and dirty. W e d o  not 
them to  came near our water sonrms.' n e i r  ]caders have 3 
clear assessment of their strength and have lcarat the mnderrl 
art of 'politics'. Those who have come up sociaby, 'flpat' by 

ahcmstlve~ to  one or other factional grow lvl~ile 
still at lower level keep their importance nlhe  by solving 

individual problems. 
This  review ofthc tribal situation in most of the southern 

part of COuntry apart from Same pocketo in Andhra 
pradesh* shows that political m ~ b i l i ~ t i ~ ~  has not 

take-oR Thi3 is i niriguing particdarly in a 
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re¤50n like Kcrala where political conscious~e~s can be said to 
be fie highest in the muntry. Further, regionwise investiga- 
tion and in-depth analysis is xquifid to firlly understand 
this phenomenon, particularly when the objective conditions 
for mobilization exist. A socid worker who has worked 

the tribals for last thirty years said 'Even the J J ~ O S ~  
backward, submissive tribe like b i y a n  do show ae i r  utter 

an outsiders interfering with rheir life when they 
are sure OF some support. Otherwise in spite of being subjec- 
ted t~ greatest I~u~nil iatio~ the adaptation to ~rlhich they haye 
taken recourse is t o  lead a life of their awn and not to aUow 

mtsidcrs to penetrate to~hcir social, cultud,  and ritual 
life'. 
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The Anthropological Survey of lndia (ASI) conducted a survey of ongoing 
tribal movements in different parts of the country in 1976 and organised a 
Seminar in September that year to evaluate its findings. Among those who 
presented papers were anthropdogists and other scholars including included 
historians, sociologists, political scientists and administrators. Besides there 
were tribal scholars who provided the insiders' views and also social workers. 
All these papers were divided into hYo volumes; The first volume contains 
twenty-four papers OF the north-east and the second volume has twenty- 

K.S. Singh, a senior member of the Indian Administrative Service spent ' 
many years seruIng among and studying backward communities in central I India. He held several important assignments including the directorship of , 

Anthropological Survey of India. Author of the well known work Birsa Munda I 
and His Movement ifi Cholanagpur he edited a large number of books on 
Indian tribes. 

He was general editor of the multi-volume People of lndia series of 
Anthropological Survzy of India. He died in 2006. I 

five papers on movements elsewhere in the country. 
The AS1 survey identified movements seeking political autonomy and 

formation of a state, agrarian and forest-based movements, socio-religious I 
movements and movements based on script and language. The best ' 
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organised of the movements of the first vpe is the dharkhand ~ovemen t  
which is discussed in terms of its historical deveiopmant, ideology, structure 
and regional dimensions. While few agrarian struggles were reported from 
the northern and southern parts of India, as many as five agrarian and forest- 
based struggles; which are dosely linked, were reported from central India- 
However, it was socio-dultural movements that held sway In this area. Five 
Bhagat type movements were reported, which highlighted some aspects of 
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the Sanskritisation processes. More irnpuoant was the set of four cultural 
movements based on script, Ianguage and religion seeking to assert and ' 
define tribal identity. Down south and in the islands, the tribes are too primitive, 1 
isolated and numerically small to organise movementJ on their Mvn; however I 
incipient processes of political rnobilisationwere found at work among Some , 
of them. I 


