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To Carver Marsh to whom I owe everything,
I dedicdte this book. The pioneer of the

District, he was good enough to let me come

and live with him, and he taught ‘me awn:hmw

he knew, and we Iv.uncd a lot togétbel neither

of us knew before. He ‘was 8 Very hard (ash.
master, but never asked anvbody 1o do what
he was not prepared to do himself, in faci |

generally found he did far ,more than 1 was

capable of doing,
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PREFACE

7 V In my effort to write some account of the Anamallais, [ ‘
1 have been met with the difficulty of obtaining facts. I also_ E |
! had to decide whether to write a book of reminiscences  |.
* ‘embracing some account of the original ljx_i?@ijy”bfﬁthg dis- |-
trict, or to stick chiefly to facts and official documents. After
' “much thought and argument, I have g_i}ehtugl}f “kept more_or
less to the latter. Bl
v : /, It is very difficult, if not impossible, for people at the
1 y present time to visualise what this district was like when we

Ly , /ﬁrs& came to it in 1897,
W L ] Pnindte

{l | There were miles and miles of evergfbeh forest, with a
i,‘few main paths running through it made by the huge herds
‘qu elephants which roamed there in the dry weather between
November and April. During the wet ~weather there were
millions of leeches. The only inhabitants were a few Kaders
living here and there in small communitigsz“collecting.ininor
forest produce; #nd making small clearings of hill rice, maize,
and ragi, on which they largely lived. The only method of
leaving the district was to walk to the foot of the hills, and
! then proceed by bullock cart to Coimbatore. The only other

European for the first year was Mathew Loam, of the P.W.D,,

who was tracing roads, and who shared our lonely life on
. Paralai. Our only dwellings were mud and grass huts,
iy | which leaked everywhere; our only tappal arrived weekly
i when we were lucky, so we had no bother about the daily
post, or Managing Agents and Secretaries requiring urgent

g v replies.

W

f‘ Compare the foregoing with present conditions; an
_ g excellent ghat road, good roads throughout the district itself,
il - Rt telephones, telegraphs, ropeway transport for goods, motor

| cars, club, electric power and light, a huge acreage under
plantations products, and a big European community.
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I sometimes wonder whether the old days were not more
pleasant in many ways, with our

very small community
mee

ling every Sunday for tennis, always pleased to see each

other despite occasional rows over trifles, and with no bother
over daily tappal.

I begin this book with accounts of trips by Dr.
and Capt. Michael, written by the former in 1861, as I am
certain they will be of interest to many people. I am very
grateful to the author for his excellent descriptions.

Cleghorn

I also want to place on record my thanks for the willing
help given me by every Government Official approached for :
information, and to some of the early planters of the district,
to Managing Agents of Companies, and the Estates Staffs
for all they have done to make this book what it is. I also
4dd a special wo¥d of thanks to Mr. G. E. Walker for his
great help towards getting the book published.

I feel sure it will be realised that in a book such ze this
there must be errors and -omissions, and for these I crave

indulgence. -




. planned by Dr. Macpherson, Inspector-General of Hospitals,

© Cornish, Major D. Hamilton, 21st N.I., Capt. Fane, Lieut.
- R, H. Beddome, 42d N.I,, T. B. French, S. L. Koe, W. Fraser,

~ accompanied by seven elephants. We started at 4 a.m. and

CuartER 1
Esrry History
DR. CLEGHORN'S ACCOUNT OF HIS TRIP

EXPEDITION TO THE HicHER RANGES OF THE ANAMALLAI
——— 7 HiiLs, COIMBATORE, IN 1858

The excursion described in .the following pages was

and myself with a view té explore the Southern Range of
‘The Anamallai (i.e., Elephant Hills), in the District of Coim-
batore, which are sparingly laid down in the Great Trigono-
metrical Survey Map, while the peculiarities of their fauns
and flora had not been recorded. o

The project was approved by. the Right Honourable
Lord Harris, then Governor of the Madras Presidency, and
the services of Major D. Hamilton _weré- sanctioned by His
Excellency Sir Patrick Grant, Commander-in-Chief, to accom-
pany us as artist, to delineate the characteristic’ features of
the country. T

T L

According to previous agreement, the village, ten miles
from Pulachy and six from Anamallai, was the place of
rendezvous. The party consisted of J. W. Cherry, Eeq.,
Acting-Collector of Coimbatore, Drs. Macpherson and

Civil Engineer, and O. B. Irvine, Esq., Assistant-Collector,

arrived at the Anamallai. River at 20 minutes past 5; the
distance six miles, and the road much trodden by sheep and
cattle. By the light of early dawn we distinéu%iw’gff’éd;‘;hq |
candelabrum-like stems of euphorbia entiquorum, and. the #u("
dropping foliage of salvadora indica, which in habit resem..

bles the weeping willow, and here ~attains a large size, the |
trunk being 10 inches in diameter.
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* -associated with the gneiss in Coimbatore, was observed,

2

Alter crossing the river, which was deep and rapid, in
leaky basket boats, we traversed a number of paddy fields,
and entered the bamboo and tree.jungle which lies in the
hollow between the river and the ascent to Punachi, and
which becomes exceedingly thick and wet along the water-
courses. After proceeding about a mile, we ascended by a
winding bullock path, and reached Punachi at 9-30; the
ghat we calculated to be at least three miles long. It is very
steep, but easy ‘enough for coolies. In one or two places
we' dismounted; the ponies scrambled over the boulders

easily, but the elephants,: though lightly laden, followed; ‘

slowly and with difficulty, nét reaching the huts till neat}
dusk. The most trying work for the laden elephants ‘is’
crossing the bed of mountain streams as the- sloping boulders
offer a precarious footing for these heavy animals. .

From the top of the ghat to Punachi is above three miles’.
of ascent and.descent. .. About two miles from the top may;
be;seen a magnificént- precipice (about 200 feet high). The'
bluff rock overhanging the” Torakudu River is reddish pore:
phorite. The hills, like the. Nilgiris and Coimbatore District’
generally, ceﬁsisi:bégneiefé"?f;%‘hd belong to the metamorphj
rocks. Veins of felspar. and ‘quartz were common, some:
them very large, croseirig dhe foliated gneiss at right angl

The gneiss was generally of a grey colour, but in some placess, -

it. was. reddish. ' No'crystalline limestone, such as is fdu

By (i

.,.:.:.;‘Acéording ‘o instructions gi{’entiiy Mr. Cheny, the
Kaders had prepared three huts and stabling for us, in an -

epen space, about 50 yards east of the coffee plantation

belonging to Ramaswamy Mudeliar. These huts -were admir.

ably constructed, much superior. to their own dwellings, and
quite watertight. The uprights were made of .jungle trees
tied together by strips of bark, the cots of bamboo, and the

thatch of the glabrous ‘teaves of a species of saccharum. The
coffee. plantation was corfifnenced twelve years ago; the soil -
is rich; the trees are at least 14 feet in height, left- entirely
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to nature; a beautiful stream, howeves, oo lohen edventaze

of 1o irrigate the garden. The produce is smuch suaatler thar
it might be under systematic management. There are rome
good teak trees standing in the middle of the plantativs.

In the neighbourhood of Punachi, three or four large
cattle kraals were seen, each centaining from 50 to 80 head

- of cattle. Behind our hut was a waterfall, which is distinctly

scen from Anamallai. The Punachi river tumbles over =
precipice, which seems to be the edge of a considerable tract
of table-land; this we regretted we had no opportunity te

explore. Near to it are several dense sholas; and above the

cascade some bison pasture ground and ibex rocks,
D GE TOORS:

Teak occurred for the first time on some undulating
knolls twe or three miles before reaching the village, and
on the slopes of the basin leading to the river. The teak
tree. here is not of superior dimensions, but is widely
diffused, forming nearly half of the forest at this place:
Many of the trees would yield second-class logs; and they

. improved in size as we descende& the gorge. Bemg in flower,
_the white cross-armed panicles formed a striking feature in

the landscape. There is much- fallen and decaying teak
within three miles of the huts. ' T inspected the jungle, both
in going and returning, and ‘walked across in different:direc-
tions, to estimate approximately the number and size of trees,

The value of standing wood is about Rs. 50,000, ‘and of
fallen timber at least Rs. 5,000. I counted 50 trees on the

ground well worth removal if there was easy transport. We
saw: further up the valley much venge (pterocarpus
marsupium) and blackwood (dalbergia latifolia), whick
became more ‘abundant as the elevation increased. These
trees scem to prefer an altitude somewhat greater than tesk,

whilst ‘the vella naga (conocarpus latifolius), of grest size,

occurs with the teak, or prefers a lower range.

“The sholas mear Punachi, between 3,000 and 4,000 feet
above the sea, are very dense and rich in their flora. The

following are a few remarkable forms observed:—A new

py




speciss of Jenkinsia (Wallich) ; chandrospermum; agros-
tistachys tndica (Dalzell) ; dolenocarpus indicus, a tree called
by the Kaders “palle-ille”, the leaves of which are eaten;
elewocarpus, monocera, a new species of Cookia (Mur
Kurungi), with a delicious fruit; glycosmis pentaphylla,
pierardia  macrostachys, with -an edible fruit; cleidion
lavanioum (“Walle”); mesua, with every large fruit;
calophyllum, u species with narrow lancelate leaves; orphea,
(Wo  new species; wunona pannosa, guatieria  coffeoides,
ayathocalyx zeylanicus, garcinia, pletrospermum obtusifolium,
serenlia guttata, machilus, casearia, a new species; euonymus,
Iwo apparently new forms, one with downy leaves, and the
ather much like a lime tree; agrostemma, two species; ophi-
aylon, n new species with falcate bracts; pothomorphe sub-
peltalta, acranthera zeylanics, nephilium erectum, a very
[rgeous species of pachycentra; and two rare euphorbiaceous
tieen, dimorphocalyx glabellus and desmostemon zeylanicum,
lataly dedoribed by. Mr. Thwaites. '

)“-4

Muny of the trees int;the dark sholas are covered with
Lenutiful epiphytes, ‘especially the hoye pauciflora, eschynan-
e weylanicus, and sarcanthus fliformis.. The dripping.
toeks with klugia, -two -species, epithema, etc.: cardamox:ns'
With rieh aroma, and the true ginger plant, abound in these
aholas,  The rocks in the beds of all the rivers, from 3,000
Iy 4800 feet, are covered with a showy orange coloured
balsum  (impatiens verticillata). . It often forms a iringe at .
the line of watermark,  or appears in patches between the
f0rks of & cascade. At a higher elevation, other species take
s place, enpecially one figured in the “Madras Journal of
Holenes, 1859” impatiens tangachi (Beddome). A truly
Budtie forn, a new species of pleopeltis, grows in. great
mhindance on rocks at the bottom of the Torakudu river, -

|

LOthE Started at 8 a.m., having left five elephants and >
IR lisvy baggage; after two miles we came to a river. &
Thare s & large body of water 100 feet wide, 114 to 2 feet g
i Immedintely below the ford is a village of low-caste
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people.  Much time was lost in crossing ou slepharis and
afterwards in clitting a road through tangled brushwoeed, cach
man 'being furnished with a billhook or a shikaree knife.
In the bed of the xiver we observed entada pursoeatha axnid
adelia nerrifolia. At 4 p.M. we agreed to bivouac, and
erected temporary hute.

About two miles after crossing the river, we made &
detour to avoid a mass of rocks which descends to the water
edge. We could ride as far as the waterfall at the foot of
the Tangachi. In this place, as there are a few bamboos and
no saccharum, we employed other hutting materials. Some
gigantic crotolaria and indigofera stems were used for the
walls, the stems being interwoven between the uprights, and

‘the thatch was made of ginger grass andropogon schoenan-

thus; fortunately no rain fell during the night. In the short
march today, the teak gradually became smaller and less
frequent, and disappeared altogether two miles before
reaching the Torakudu waterfall ! '

0pp051te our bivouac was “a remarkabie rock called
Cundita-malai, apparently 200 feet in helght on the preci-
pitous scarp of which was a raitan cable 80 feet long, securely
fixed above. This chain was formed of large rings of the
calamus stem, connected by another straight rattan ‘which
passed down through the centre of the loops; by means of
this the Kaders descend the face of the rock to collect honey,
etc. The river during this day’s march tumbles over huge
boulders of broken rock and takes a south-east direction.

17th Started at a quarter to 8, and reached the huts
near “the Torakudu waterfalls at half past 9, which are
picturesijue and very beautiful. About two miles below these
falls, Major Hamilton discovered an ancient cairn or crom-
lech a quarter mile to the left of the path, similar to those
found in other parts of Coimbatore, and consisting of four
immense stones, the upright slabs about 54 feet high, and
the covering stone 11 feet by 5 feet. The site of the huts
was not well chosen, being in the bed of a stream below
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the falls, while there was no lack of good encamping ground
sround. = There are here three waterfalls—a true fall of-
about 50 feet; another of about 100 feet; and a rapid cascade
of 120 feet; which could not easily be approached.

Opposite the encampment is an Irular village of eight
or ten houses, with a patch of ragi cultivation; and near this
was another village of Mudhuvars. The day was fine, some-
times rather hot at night. Blankets were necessary, as it

became cold towards morning. Very little dew fell, and at -

0 a.M. there was none.

13th, 9 AM.: As the two remaining elephants could
sol proceed further, the beds were carried by coolies, and
each of the party took his own provisions for the day. We
new ascended a steep rugged hill, impassable for horses on
account of the immense masses of detached rocks; one in
particular, resembling a haystack, about 40 feet high, from
the summits of which a rattan chain similar to that described
was suspended. ~We . proceeded through dense sholas - for
thee miles, in the middle. of which we crossed the river by
d temporary bridge formed of a large tree felled by the
Kaders for the ‘purpose. - Bramble Rubus lasiocarpus was
first seen here. R

After walking six miles round the base of the Tangachi,
we emerged from the woods, in which were traces of wild
clephants, upon a steep open grass hill. At this point the
view across the valley of the Torakudu was very grand,
extensive dense sholas skirting the rocky and precipitous
nills, the summits being shrouded.in mist. The rhodedendron
arboreum first occurred’ here—the elevation ascertained by
Mr. Fraser to be about 5,000 feet. We continued to ascend
the steep side of the hill till we arrived at the huts, which
were: situated on a lower spur of the Akka, near the edge of
a large shola. Thick mist and violent rain.came on soon after-
warde. A herd of twenty-five bison. were seen grazing on
thi: oppesite hill, and there were fresh traces of others near
the hut. -

i
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19th, Sunday: Nothing seen. Thermoeter, minimura
54° maximum 60°. Elevation calculated to be 5,600 feei.
Cold wind whistled freely through the grass huts, the stakes
were loosened, and the temporary erection nearly came down.

20th, Monday: It rained all morning. The Kader guides
were unwilling to proceed. However, we staried at 10 A
in search of the great valley alluded to in Captain Michael's
report, and in an hour reached a beautiful ridge shooting

" out from the base of Akka-malai; there was short, sweet

pasture, and numerous indications of bison. The weather
continued unfavourable, and so misty, that except during a
few gleams of sunshine, we saw little of the country.

From this ridge (Bison ridge) we skirted the base of
the Akka-malai, keeping above the sholas, and ascended the
western side of the high range, which is clothed with remark-
ably short grass, to the right of the Akka. The previous
afternoon some of the party ascended the shoulder of the.-
Akka, which is considerably higher. * Unfortunately, owing
to the dense mist, they were not rewarded by a good view of
the surrounding country. Mr. Beddome has favoured me
with the following note of his ascent: “The rocky Akka
mountain, which is probably upwards of 8,000 feet high,

_is quite covered near its summit Wwith several undescribed
“species of impatiens. The only other new form I observed

on this mountain was a curious crassulaceous plant with

fleshy peltate. leaves, growing in sheltered moist nooks of
‘the rock. . il

“Balsams are very abundant on these hills. Impatiens
balsamina, dasysperma, albida, maculata, campanula, chin-
ansis, tomentosa, verticellata, oppositifolia, Kleinii, tenella,

rivalis, acaulis, modesta, latifolia, lucida rufescens, Goughii,

cordata, and several undescribed species.”

Having proceeded several miles along this range, the
summit of which was hidden in mist, we turned to the south-
east. The mist suddenly cleared, and we got a glimpse of
numerous ibex on the rocks above, and saw a valley which



8

ippeared to be five miles long and two hroad, with large
nholas on the other side. The wind and rain increased as
¢ proceeded. We came to the junction of the streams, nesr
which is a beantiful waterfall about 350 feet high. The
general character of the valley struck several as being like

Pykara on the Nilgiris. The weather continuing very un- -

lavourable, our attendants fatigued, and our provisions
cxhausted, it was necessary to retrace our steps.

Some of the herbaceous plants observed adorning the
higher hillside pastures are:—Flemingia procumbens, phase-
olus pulniensis, anemone W ightiane, lysimachia Leschenaultii
and  deltoidea, urticularia, renanculus reniformis, genticne
pedicellata, with many others. But these examples are
sullicient to show the similarity of the flora to that around
Utakamand. Two curious and new species of podestemaceoe
cover the rocks in the beds of the rivers.

2lst: We left early, and much regretted our inability
to remain another day. In looking back, we could see the
highest range distant about 12 miles, ‘morth-east.

22nd: Major Hamilton and Messrs. Koe and Fraser des-
vended into the gorge to examine the entrance to the hills by
ihe valley of the Torakudu river. If a path can be con-
structed in this direction, the ghat near Punachi could be
avoided, and the distance shortened by several miles. The
rust of the party explored the forest, and descended the ghat
', which we ascended. The day of our departure was fine
s 14 bright, and we obtained a clear view of the higher ranges
trom the lower valley of the Torakudu,

About a month after out visit (8th November), Lieut.
lieddome rode up in one day to the higher ranges, and had
a fine view of the summit.

He writes-—*“The part that we traversed forms only a
small portion of the valley, and is shut out from the rest by
a sloping ridge covered with dense shola, which rises out
on the opposite bank of the ‘river. The greater part of the
valley lies beyond this ridge; another meandering river runs

e
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through the larger portion of the valley; and towards the -
further extremity there jg g large Swamp, which coyld pro-
bably be converted into g fine lake. The valley extends twe
or three miles beyond the succession of waterfalls which we

‘(three -files- beyond-ihe succession of -waterfa]ls which-—ye

visited. It ig widest just beyond thege falls, where i must
be four miles across; and the whole of the cenire ig
comprised of undulating hillocks, very fine sites for building.
From the Akka mountain, whijch | ascended, there ryy two
high ridges, almost of the same height as the mountain jtgelf;
between these Is a narrow valley, through which 5 river runs,
3evéntua1]y reaching Michael’s Valley by the series of falls
we visited. The mountaing on the opposite side of the valley
Seem very high, and from the top of the Akka there appeared
to be a good extent of table.lang there, My time wag very
limited, or | should have explored the higher unknown por-
tion of thege mountams. | I aesended the Tangachi Peak,
‘which g very different jn character from . the Akka; the
ascent lies through dense sholas ]} within ‘half , mile of
the summit; thence the ‘mountaip, is. covered with almost
impenetrable brushwood ¢ to 10 feet in height, consisting
chiefly of myriys, dodonoea, rubus, litsoea, and atylosia. The
Mmountain has a greay many rocky caverng and cragg lowards
the summit,” a

there appears to be table-land, is 4 least 25 miles beyond

the valley, and seems to be very difficult of access. We had
white frost i the valley,” ! ;

I now append Dr, Macpherson’s views on the eligibility
of this range for g sanatorium and for future colonisation,

“The general'appearance and charactey of these high
lands resemble the Nileiris. Here are the same rounded
eminences and dense  sholas. extending continuously for
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miles, their cdges fringed with strobilanthes, and ceasing
abruptly: The hills are conical, and the slopes covered with
ehort rich grass, abounding with medicinal plants, as the
exacuin bicolor and ophelia elegans (gentians) ; the woods
contain hymenodyction excelsum and other species of the

cinchona family. Heavy rains, evidently the breaking up of -
the south-west monsoon, fell continuously during the period -

of our stay on these upper regions. The want of shelter, and

"the difficulty of procuring supplies, prevenied us from pro-
ceeding to the highest parts of the range, which appeared to
be about 12 miles in a south-east direction from the extreme
point the party reached. We therefore reluctantly, returned
to the low country without fully attaining our object, having
been absent eight days.

“Three distinct tribes inhabit the Anamallai hills; they
are denominated Kaders, Paliars, and Malsars. The Kaders
perform no menial labour. As their name implies, they are
the lords of the hills; they carry a gun, and loads also, as a
favour; they are expert at stalking game, but are deeply
offended if called coolies. They are a truthful, trustworthy,
and obliging tribe, and excercise some influence over the.
Paliars and Malsars.::Small in stature, their features resem-
ble the African; they have curly hair, tied in a know behind,
and file the four front teeth of the upper jaw to a point, as a
marriage ceremony.

“The Paliars are chiefly herdsmen and merchants, while
the Malsars are cultivators of the soil. None of these tribes
reside at a higher elevation than 4,000 feet to 5,000 feet above
the sea. All deal in the rich produce of these hills, and
barter with the people in the plains their cardamoms, tur-
meric, ginger, honey, wax, resins, millets, soap-nuts, gall-nuts,

ete., for rice, tobacco, etc. They are very expert in climbing

trees and the precipitous face of rocks in search of honey.
To accomplish the former, where there are no boughs, they
drive short bamboo spikes into the tree, and thus form a
ladder, by means of which they ascend the highest forest
trees: and they reach the latter by means of chains formed

e
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by rings made with rattan, which being secured to a point
above, drops down the face of the rock. -We observed some

of these chains full 50 and 80 feet in length. The upper
ranges are in undisturbed possession of wild beasts; we saw

a large herd of bison, with deer and ibex in numbers, and

. also traces of wild elephants. -

“The best period to prosecute inquiry into the upper
ranges of the Anamallai mountains would be after October,

- or in the hot season. From their position, they are consider-

ably:under the influence of the south-west monsoon, but less
80 than the Kundahs at Sissipara; and I think it is worthy of
inquiry to ascertain whether here, also, may not be found a
climate as_bracing and welcome to the enervated constitution
of the European invalid as exists on our better known hill
stations. The soil on the summit of these fine mountains is

deep, and covered with rich pasture. Streams of water are

numerous, and appear as if they flowed throughout the year.

,E’rorgx the extent of forest, the resemblance of the flora to

‘thét"of'C‘eylon,‘dnd the corresponding altitude of these hills,

T believe they are suitable for the cultivation of coffee on a
large scale, and for colonisation of -small communities of

Ehglishmep; A measure which would”be attended with the
hnppiest‘ results, as it adds at once to our military strength,
and, in course of time, would give us the means, to a certain
extent, of recruiting our Army.

“It will thus be seen that the result of our excursion was
not without interest. Some curious botanical moveltjes were
fpund;.the timber resources of the District were ascertained,
and a large tract of country, suitable for coffee culture, was
traversed, which ‘will doubtless be the scene of future
colonisation.”

H. CrecHORN, Conservaior of Forests.

.
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The following extracts from reports by Capt. Michael
and Licut. Beddome contain additional information regarding
the supplics of water and the timber resources of the District.
It will be seen that to the former officer the credit is due of
having first explored this interesting hill tract. “On the
22nd October 1851,° he writes, “we ascended the hill, on
the face of which the hut stood, which is connected with the
Akka and Tangachimalai, and about the same height, but
suited our purpose better, as it ran further into the interior,
and gave us a better view of the surrounding country; we
found the height at the top to be 7,000 feet; and observed a
fine open valley about five miles in length, extending along
the base of this hill, running from north to south, and
watered by two small streams which unite at the north extre-
mity, and fall over a rock forming the Torakudu river. At
the south extremity is a conical hill covered with grass and
small sholas on its sides, which appears to be the watershed
of the whole range, the streams in the valleys falling off
in every direction from the base of it; though there are many
higher peaks, we were confirmed in this opinion by the fact
that the sholas are smaller and less frequent in this spot
than elsewhere: both t¢ the north and south, heavy sholas
extend continuously for miles, while here they were in small
patches of a few acres.. This watershed point we concluded to
be the hill marked “Paducalumudy” in the Trigonometrical
Survey Map. From this we could see what is evidently the
highest mountain point’ in the range. It is a rounded
eminence, lying some 12 miles off in a south-easterly direc-
tion, and apparently not within the Travancore boundary;
but as our time was limited, we could not visit it.

“QOn the 23rd, we went about five or six miles over very
difficult ground on the steep side of a hill to the long valley
above mentioned; and crossing the two small streams just
above their confluence, found an old hut which had been
built some time before by the Paliars of Dhulli, on one of
their excursions in search of hill produce. In this hut we
remained three days, exploring the vicinity, and ascertained

&y




that the whole of this beauiilol valley s ahout 0,000 fee
above the level of the sea. it is covered wiih stopes ui shuit
grass, {ull of flowers of the same description as are usually
found on the Nilgiris, or rather at Kunur. The stream ran
through small swamps, and ‘was fringed with the rhododen-
drons, ferns, etc. The anemone, pedicularis, exacum, salep
misree, and the large white lilies, were in great abundance:;
the sharp edges of the sholas were very marked, as they are
about Utakamund and the Kundas. The thermometer stood

at 56 in the morning, and at the night the cold was very
intense. ’

“We did not see many wild animals; but the tracks of
elephants, bison, deer, eic., covered the valley in every direc-
tion. Jt is probable that, when the forest iz burnt in the

- lower parts of the hills, the wild animals come up here in
- great numbers... I was in hopes that we should have
: fallen in with some “Mudhuvars” who had been described

to me as inhabiting these mountains. It appears they do
not frequent these higher ranges, but like the “Kurumbars”

~and “Irulars” of the Nilgiris, only cultivate and live on the
slopes of the hills at a lesser elevation.’

“I regret very much that my time would not admit our
reaching the highest point and ascertaining the height; for,
as far as we could judge from such a distance, it must be
upwards of 8,000 feet above the sea level, and near it was a
considerable extent of table-land much higher than the valley

we were in. .

“It took us two days to reach Anamallai; but even in the
present rugged state of the paths, I think the journey might
easily be done in one day.”

| : J. MicHAEL.

Lieut. R. H. Beddome, Assistant Conservator of Forests,
described the last excursion on 17th April 1860:—

4f have made a trip to the higher ranges of the Ana-
mallai hills, and explored the country lying south of Michael’s
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Valley, and also the Anjinad Vailey‘{iu the Survey Map

mnarked “Kujeenad”), between the Anamallais and Pulnies.
I was, accompanied by Mr. E. G. G. Thomas, Assistant
Gollector of Malabar. Proceeding round the ridge of hille
which form the south side of Michael’s Valley, we came upon
v track which led over a beautiful undulating country te
the southern ridges of the Anamallais, which overlook the
Anjinad Valley. We found a well-beaten path leading down
to the Anjinad. The head of the ghat is six or eight miles
to the south of Michael’s Valley., We here found a beautiful
piece of table-land, situated to the right of the pass” down
to Anjinad, well watered, sheltered by high hills to the South,
and lying about 6,000 or 6,500 feet above the sea level. [

encamped here for several days, and explored the surround-

ing country. Mr. Thomas proceeded down the Anjinad Ghat,
crossed the valley, and ascended the Pulnies by Manjapatti.
To the east of the pass down the Anjinad there is much
higher table-land, probably 7,000 feet above the sea,
copiously watered by several springs and streams. This spot,
and the tabledand on which I was encamped, would form
an admirable site for 'a station. They are separated from
each other by a valley, which is the head of the pass down
to Anjinad. The ghat down into the Anjinad Valley is
1owhere precipitous; and a good road might bc easily made
from Anjinad.

“The scenery here is magnificent. - The view north
towards the Akka and Tangachi Peaks is very grand and to
the south lies the Anjinad Valley, thousands of feet below,
with the Pulniss towering beyond. I explored for ten miles
the country to the west of my encamping ground., These
touthern ridges of the Anamallais are the chief water sources
of the whole range. In four or five different places I found
regular channels which conduct much of the water whzc@x
would otherwise flow towards Michael’s Valley down into the
Anjinad Valley. These channels have been dug by the
Muduvars and Puliars, who inhabit this valley and the slopes
down to it. To the west of my encamping ground there are

N -
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several other ‘beautiful -spols of table-land, and also another
'ﬁne-valley, similar to Michael’s valley, but with the slopes
less precipitous,

o “Hitherto I have only known three tribes inhabiting the

7 Anamallai Hills, viz., Kaders, Puliars, and Malsars. There

. is, however, a fourth tribe, the “Muduvars.” Ten of this

. .tribe joined us when first we ascended the mountains, and

~ told usthat they lived in a small village on the high land

to the north of the Akka and Tangachi Peaks. They carried '

our baggage for one march, but all decamped in the night,

and we saw no more of them. We were afterwards joined

i - by a dozen Puliars, who remained the whole time, From

.~ . . the southern ridges of the Anamallais, another Muduvar

village was pointed out to me. It was below my encamping

-, “ground, on the slope towards the Anjinad Valley. This

" village was known by the name of Kodakara. There appeared

to be an extensive clearance of the shola near the village.

I one day met three Muduvars from this village, not far from

‘my encampment; they were armed with powerful bows and

arrows, and were in search of ibex and samber. They had
.. a large dog with them. .

e

“The sholas on these higher ranges are composed of very
large trees, and are generally open, there being little or
no underwood. Amongst the trees, the following orders are
chiefly represented: myriaceoe, lauraceoe, olacaceoe, aralia-
ceoe, oleaceoe ternstroemiaceoe, and magnoliaceoe. 1 found a
few new plants, but two attacks of fever whilst upon the hills’
prevented my exploring as much as I could have wished. In
many of the streams and rivers there were beds of most lovely
balsams, in full flower, even at this season of the year. Two
gorgeous flowers are characteristic of these hill streams,
sonerile grandifiora, with a new and very large species of
‘exacum or hill gentian. There is apparently no trace of

- either the rose or strawberry on these mountains, which is
curious, as both are so abundant on the Pulnies and Nilgiris,
The three species of rubus are, however, very common.

4
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“The Anjinad Valley is about 1,500 feet above the
plains. I proceeded to this valley, and from different parts
of the slopes obtained a complete view of it. I was much
disappointed there being no forest worth mentioning in any
part of the valley. About the village of Anjinad (or Maraur,
as it is sometimes called), and in fact all over the valley,
' there is a great deal of rice cultivation, with some bamboo
jungle. Where therc is forest it is very open, and the trees
much stunted; with the exception of a few scraggy trecs,
there is no teak. Between the higher ranges of the Anamallais

and the valley of the Ambravatti there are some very fine

plateaus of superb shola forest, admirably adapted for the
cultivation of coffee.”

B
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CHAPTER II
THE HISTORY OF THE OPENING OF THE
ANAMALLAIS

Available records show that in 1864 Mr. R, 1 Low:y e
of the Carnatje Coffee Co. made the first application for laad !
on the eastern slopes of the Anamallajs, Government agreed
to the sale of these lands, which they termed WAl g
they were Put up for auction in December of that year, i
certain block, the acreage of which is pot stated, was sold .
Ir. Lowry freehold at Rq: 5 per acre plis” the Gost o
demarcation, ang another™ block “was ssIT “W%’FT‘E?S& :
Coffee Co. under the same terms, Thus started the Waierfni) |
an\dwﬁf&x;éfléy"Eéiétéé{; '

The Carnatic Co. was started jip Madras with Mesaps,
Arbuthnot Latham & Co. as Agents and Secretaries, and it j3.
interesting to note that the advertisement for the sale of this- 57

land was witnessed by Mr. (later Sir) Robert Stanes i’
Coimbatore./

In 1869 the Carnatic Co. went into liquidation, and in
a letter to the Collector giving the reasong for the failnee af
this Company, the Liquidator wrote that the attemipts
8row coffee on the Waverley Fatate had proved 5 complete
failure at a cost of Rs, 40,000, and that the estate had heen
sold for Rg, 2,400 to Messrs, E. Walsh and West,

In June 1864 Measrs, F, King & Co., Bombay, pm'chq?ﬁf'{
500 acres ~_9_f_*l_{}:_n_c_IwziLEz_z_._.‘é -Per_acre through Mr. (irin,
andergon, . Thjg estate was called the Puchi Paj Estate, a4
lies under the mountain of that name. Later it was apparently

relinquished to Governmeng but at what date ig Hncertain,
7

- record of what happened 1o it
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in the same year Mr. Nisbet purchased 166 acres. In f
\ o, 18Co Mr. R.J. Lcmry purchased 340 acres for Dr. Ogg and
!opcned it in coffee for him, but eventually this block was &
““abandoned and resumed by Government. At the same time
\“\‘iMr Lowry also purchased 130 acres, but whether for Dr. Ogg
or himself is riot mentioned. This land was also resumed by
Government.,

«( "

’ ) Messrs. J. Nisbet and Major F. G. Hodgson purchased a

further block of 306 acres “which Major Hodgson began to
open.” "The Estaic was divided mto two yarts known as the

| M"p 'Iary Esgaﬂtgwand St. Catherines. - tu W % % . |
| At the time when the ongmal purchases were made' in in y }
1864~65 Mr. F. Grant was Collector of Coimbatore, and in in, \
% 1870 ) Mr. H. E. Sullivan the founder of Ootacamund held ¥
llmt oﬁice

In a letter from Mr. Lowry dated 19th October 1866 to i
the Collector of Coimbatore he intimated that he had sold 7 :
a piece of land to Mr. Robert Stanes, ami that the title decds
would be handed to him,

In 1870 Messrs. T. Stanes & Co. arranged to purchaso
the Waterfall Estate from Mr. Lowry, amounting to 1,300
acres, and Mr. Robért Stanes wrote to Mr. Sullivan,’ the‘\
Collector a&vxsm - him of the purcbasc

e o

It was in 1875 that it was proposed to take Hxs ROy
Highness, The Prince of Wales (the late King Edward VII ;
who was then touring in South India, for a shooting tnp )

the upper ranges of the Anamallais, and the following uoieb
appear in Government leiters of that date.

The following accommodation, which was consxdered
minimum, had to be provided for.

i

H. R. H. and party G o 20 persons f; o e
Staff A i e ; e
European Servants .. s ' 25 5

9%

European Postillions i 12
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NATIVE ESTABLISHMENY

= Jemindars, Chuprassis, Kitmigars, elc. .o 40

? Personal servants .. L .. 100 or more
Horses = i o Ll 100
Attendants on horses o e )
Carriages Lo 44 9
Coachmen and Postxllxons L i

The arrangements for H. R. H’s. tour were that he should
start from Podanur viz the new road especially made for the
occasion from the station to the Coimbatore-Pollachi Road,
and drive right through to the Palaar River where a special
camp was to be constructed. From there he was to drive
next morning to Muthuthorai on the river where three special
coricles and an elephant were in readiness.

He was to go from there up the new road to the Grass
Hills, and the distance to the camps are given as follows:—

! Miles. Elevation.
From the river bank to Poonachi Saddle 8% 3,000 fi.
From' Col. Michael’s camp to Gundrow .. 5 2,400 fi.
From there to Vandal .. Jaamng 4,000 ft.
From Vandal to Seringacolum ... 6 - 5400 .
Ftom Serlngacolam to Covalie .- 5 5te 6, 000 ft.

AL peclal telegraph line was laid from Podanur nght up
i “to ihe op ‘camp at Quanal Ar, and was kept ﬂwre ll
% 1875.

6vember 19th and 26th 1875.

In' September 1875 Colomel Michael wrote the Collector
of Coimbatore saying that when at Waterfall in September

<) ~%Mr. Kelly had told him he had heard several shots fired onfl‘. LR
- the hills above, Colonel Michael asked the Collector “to ‘4

prohibit all shooting, and to ask the Travancore Durbar to
try and stop the Mudavens going to the grass hills to shoot.

; H R H was to have visited the Grass Hllls betwecn
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On November 20th Government advised the Collectors
of Coimbatore, the Nilgiris, and Malabar that due o a
change in the programme H. R. H. would not be able to visit

these districts, the reason given being that “the time assigned:
g g g

for H. R. H’s. stay will preclude his visiting any of these
districts.” ,

7

Colin Mackenzie told me that as soon as it was definitely
known that H. R. H. the Prince of Wales was not visiting the
Anamallais, he, Macgregor and (I think) Colonel Michael
went up there, and lived in the camp prepared for the Royal
Party, and on the provisions and wines which had alfeady
been transported there, and that they had an excellent trip.

In 1877 Lt-Colonel Beddome, Conservator of Forests

strongly advised Government not to grant any more land in

| ‘the Poonachi Valley which after its exploration by Captain
Michael was all declared reserved forest, and as it contained
| a lot of teak which was valuable, it was intended in the near
future to work this; the fact that the o 1S Were
m cstablished in the valley would undoubtedly -give nse__io
LSJJL&L fijf_lzmi?“‘“d complications;y&jiigﬂ iMe:tq

avoide,
From letters I have seen, it is evident Government con-

templated making a road to the grass hills at that period.

In a letter from Col. Beddome to the Collector in Coimbatore

he writes that he “considers jt wholly desirable that no land

be granted to planters through which a Government road
1 may in the near future be made.” This letter was written as
: the result of an application by Mr. F. Bell for 1,000 acres of
o land on the banks of the Toonacadavu River. 4

1 The following proceedings of the Board of Revenue
dated 20th March 1877 are of extraordinary interest,

Whether the C. Mackenzie referred to was Colin or not I

have been unable to ascertain, and whether the land applied
for was part of the present planting district on the western
slopes seems to be unknown, but Colin Mackenzia frequently
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told Marsh and myself that he and others had appticd far
land on the western slopes on many occasions, bui ihat
Government had refused to grant it.

The proceedings are as follows:—

“Read the following letter from A. Wedderburn, Esq., Collector
of Coimbatore to H., E. Stokes, Esq., Acting Secretary to the
Board of Revenue dated 31st January 1877 No. 46.

With reference to the proceedings BMadras Government,
Revenue Department, dated 18th January 1877 No. 230 referring
to me for report a letter from C. Mackenzie, Esq., requesting to
know whether Government are disposed to sell or lease lands on
the higher range of the Anamallais Hills in the Coimbutore
district, and if so, on what conditions, I have the honour to stat
that lands were purchasable outrigﬁiwﬁimm
purtions under the conditions noted in_G.0. No. 476 of the 5th
March 1863, Board’s standing orders No. 154 Dalzell’s edition;
that in 1865 and 1866, 3,025 acres of land were sold, after which
thiefe “Were 1o more appficatimi;_ that in 1873 Mr. R. Stanes,

- ‘who Tiad purchased one of these properties, proposed to contribute

a sum of Rs. 3,000 for the improvement of a bridle path to the

- Poonachy Saddle being the first elevated table land about 1,800 ft.
" above the foot of the ghat, or 3,000 fi. above sea level, that a

ghat was traced by Col. Farewell and made to the extent of a bridle
path, at a cost of Rs. 16,697 inclusive of Mr. Stanes’ contribution.

- The last official document on the subject of disposal of land on

the Anamallais-is proceedings, Madras Government dated 25th
March 1874, Public Works Department No. 848. In paragraph\ 4
of the Government order in which it is ordered :— e s

“Tt is understood that the Collector is taking preliminary steps
to dispose of estates in the Anamallais, which have lapsed to

Government by failure of the owners to pay the purchase money -r;

VM:

and assessment. Their extent is said to be 1.200 acres and he will -
be instructed in the Revenue Department to defer further action in
the matter until sufficient progress shall have been made in the
ghat and road works to raise the value of the land for coflee
planting to a fairly remunerative price.” :

Whether sufficient progress has been made with the ghat and
road works to warrant further action in the matter as regards
disposal of the land is, I presume, to be a subject of report. The
ghat, so far as the first table land is perfectly practicable. In some

@
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places, howecver, the path is.only 3. {1 wide and somewhat

‘dangerous riding. A manifest improvement might be made by

vel -

taking- the road from the lowest zigzag straight towards the ford,

where a straight road leads to Pollachi. 'Several miles would"be .
avoided by this deviation and a good road on the north side of

the river at once gained instead of the detour to the foot of the

old ghat. Such as the road is, it is quite practicable for bullocks
loaded. :

2 As régards the disposal of land, the matter is in abey: ce,
pending the order of the Government; the land in arrears has
heen paid up in respect of the properties shown below:— '

(1) Mr. R. J. Lowry, arrears ... o -Rs. ~=4"0245
(2) De. dosi . v 1,688
(Waterfall Estate is said to have been purchased
by Messrs. Stanes, Coimbatore, arrears paid by
Messrs. Bainbridge, Bydrd, Geir & Co.) -
(3) The Carnatic Coffee Co. ... G g e
(Waverley Estate is said to have been purchased .
by Messrs, Walsh & West; arrears paid by the
Carnatic Coffee Co.) e
(4) Mr. J. Nisbet 2 estates ...

s

{Satd—to " Have ~ bean~ purchased by Chittoor 0
Ramasamy Mudaliar who paid the arrears)

Total . o 6,501 !

l ARREARS NOT YET PAID iy
(5) Mr. F. King, extent 555 acres arrears L ‘ Rs,»4,_‘103
(6) Mr. R.J. Lowry 2 estaies 442 acres arrears,
(7) Mr: J. Nisbet—85 scres arrears .

The arrears consist of original purchase-mon v and survey

expenses, the Iand is sold free of assessment. _

3. I am not aware of any reason why land should ,
disposed of as originally intended. There is a reserve fores ak
track as per Capt. Michkel's map of the Anamallais’ and printed
report dated 15th April 1863; there is a project of ' reserving
huilding sites for a sanatorium in Michaels Valley. :*Whether' this

e
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- I doubt if the Anamallais to which a journey of 40 miles from

. and supplies must be drawn from Pollachi, 40 to 50 miles distant

- {67 conservancy of the waler supply.

23

upper part will be habitable during the monsoon has not yet been
tried by experiment. It is undersiood that the rainfall is very
beavy and continuous, somewhat resembling that of the Kundars,
which are not habitable for several months of the year., The
large and valuable river Ambravutty rises not far from the south
side of Michael's Valley. It is far more copious than the Pykara
or Moyer river, which rises at Mookhuti peak in the Kundars
exposed to the direct burst of the Southwest monsoon. The cold,
wet, and exposure would be a disadvantage on‘the higher ranges
during four months of the year. This, however, would be a matter
for future colonists to decide. I myself doubt whether it will be
necessary to reserve the Valley as building sites for a future
station. I have only once visited the Valley, which was in January,
L3 . . b} - - .
supposed to be the driest month in the year; the climate is like
that of Wellington at that period. Ths ebjection to the Anamallais
as a sanatorium is: that there is very little table land in comparison
with the Nilgiri plateau; that the upper range is exposed to
the S.W. monsoon as Ootacamund would be if situated among
the Kundas; and the very unhealthy character of the lower, or
Poondy Plateau, where no halt can safely be made, or safe
resting place gained until a very high hill side is climbed. So
long as the Nilgiris afford sufficient accommodation as a sanatorium

Coimbatore is requisite, before even the base of the hill is reached,
and a fatiguing ascent of 25 miles before safety from fever can
be secured, will come into demand as a place of resort, the few
inhabitants of the hills would be an'obstacle to cheap labour,

as the case may be.

. 4. Should the land be sold outright as before, probably
coffee, tea and cinchona planters” will_be_atiracted. 1 am fot
aware ot any reason against such sale, with the PIOpET reserva-
tion of land by 'the forest department bLoth for teak forest and

1Rb4+

Submitted to Government with reference to the order quoted.

Z,k With the exception of certain portions reégrved, land in

*' ‘ the  Anamallais is available for planters
. Yide G.0. dated 1ot under the rules embodied‘in’” Board’s standing-
July 1868, ° | ' ‘order No. 151, and it appears that the ghat
m—EE

: is practicable for pack bullocks and suffices
for present requirements. The Board sees no necessity for
reserving building sites in Michael’s Valley, as the prospect of a
sanatorium being established there is very remote.
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As regards the estates on which arrears are still outstanding,
the Board thinks that notice might now be given to the defaulters
that if the arrears are not forthwith paid, the land will be resumed.

(Signed) G. A. Gavteg,
Sub-Secretary

To the Secretary to Government Revenue Dept.
Copy to Collector of Coimbatore.”

Michael’s Valley is the original name of Konal Ar
Valley and so called after Captain Michael who fizst traversed
it. It is interesting to note that the Carnatic Coffee Co. was
wound up because it was found that coffee would not grow
properly owing to the S.-W. Monsaon. From a letter I have
received from Sir Robert Stanes, it would appear that
Mr. Walsh to begin with only made a bare living out of
Waverley, and that the same might be said of Waterfall; but
that as the Estate grew older and prices improved the estates
became paying propositions. The Waterfall Estate, origin-
ally sold as already mentioned by Mr. Lowry to the Waterfall
Co., was for many years managed by Mr. Bell who floated
it in London as the Anamallai Coffee Co. ' :

It has been impossible to find any further. iinfonﬁaﬁon

about the early days in the Anamallais, .as there are:few °

records available. L

Apparently about 1395 a number, of,-ﬁéopigé;‘:ai;f:lié&-aidr
land on the western ‘slopes of the Apamallais; Ina letter
from the Collector of ‘Coimbatore, Mr. H. Bradley, %0 :the

Secretary to the Commissioner of Land Revenue dated 17th

April 1895, he advises the Board that a number. of pian_ters

had applied for land on the western slopes. The,follmi_iing :

is & copy of the proceedings in connection with this:— .
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(Land Revenue) ke

Read the following letter from H. Bradley, Esq., Collector of
Coimbatore to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue

4

4
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(through the Conservator of Forests Southern Circle) deteg 37:n
April 1895, Ref. on No. 2778 Cur:-- :
i bl

1 bave the honour to report that a number of applicutions
have been received from planters and others for land on the
Anamallai hills for planting purposes,

2. As the Board is aware, practically the whole of the
portion of the Anamallai range, which is included in this district,
has been declared to be reserved forest. But as the opening up
of this immense tract of country seems te be highly advisable,
and the'matter appears to have reached a practical stage, I request
that it may be decided at once for all, whether land on the
Anamallais can be granted for planting, and, if s0, upon what
terms,

3. The applications received hitherto are for an area of
about 31,500 acres, of which only 2,500 acres being on the Coimba-
tore side of the watershed are likely to affect irrigation in this
district. I do not think any land should be granted on this side
of the watershed, so that the applications now dealt with may

be gaid to cover some 29,000 acres. Two of the applicants apply
for 10,000 acres.

4. The District Forest Officer agrees with me in proposing
at present to reject all applications for land on this side of the~
mﬁi“1énd Iying w
mmﬁém;‘as available for plantin urposes upon
lmmﬁmmmow e decided. T enclose

¢Alracis from his officemctes written on the 28th F ebruary and
30th March after his inspection of the land for which applications
have been received. ; '

5. Generally, 1 agree with the District Forest Officer’s

observations subject to the following _further remarks:—

(1) The land should not be diséﬂorested but simply
Teazed i

(2) The lease should run for thirty years subject to
renewal at the end of that period at a rents] not
less than that payable under the original lease and
not greater than the highest rental paid for similar
and similarly situated land.

(3) That as. 4 per acre should he payable for the
whole holding to be increased to Re. 1 per annum

o
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(4)
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\(6)

(7

5 (8)

(9

\(10>
(11)
(12)

(13)

(14)

A ]

fupon all land opened up sfter two years, and Rs. 2

per annum after five years from the date of opening.

That the lessee shall open not less than 5 per dant.
of the land by the end of the first year, 10 per cent.
by that of the second and 20 per cent. by that of
the fifth and 30 per cent. by that of the tenth.

That no charge should be made for timber, but the
lessee should not be allowed to carry on trade in
tizber.,

That the lessee should not be allowed to cut specified
reserved kinds of trees without the permission of
the District Forest Officer.

That if the District Forest Officer should wish to
remove any of the specified trees from unopened land,
be shall be at liberty to do so.

That the lessee shall pay‘ the usual land cess in
addition to his rent.

That the lessee shall have no right to the minor
produce, but that all Kaders and other hill tribes
shall be at liberty to enter upon the unopened
portions of the property for the purpose of collecting
minor produce; provided they hold ‘the written
authority of the District Forest Officer.

That the lessee shall not dispose of any portion of
his grant without the permission of the Collectos,

That the lessee shall permit the District Forest
Officer or any subordinate of his and any Revenus
Officer not below the rank of Revenue Inspector to
enter the land for the purpose of inspection.

That if the lessee does not renew the lease, the build-
ings erected on the land shall be delivered up at the
end of the lease in a state of proper repair.

That all arrears shall be recoverable under the
Revenue Recovery Act.

That the whole or any portion of the land shall he
resumable by Government, subject to a payment of
Rs. 200 per acre, if the land has been cultivated for
under five years and Rs. 500 per acre for over five
years,
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(15) That any land required for a road o pat's -
given up to Government without paymein of com-
pensation.

(16) That the lessee shall make and maintain through
his land to the satisfaction of the Collector a road
which will be traced by the District Forest Offcer.

6. Condition (1) is inserted to keep the control with the
Forest Department. The rent reserved by condition (3) is low as
the initial cost of opening the country will be very heavy. Con-
ditions (4) and (5) are intended to provide for the gradual
opening of land to prevent land-jobbing. The object of conditions
(5), (6) and (7) is to retain the timber trade in the hands of
the Forest Department, in the event of the improved communica-
tions permitting of the extraction of the better kinds of wood.

- Condition (9) is for the protection of the Kaders. If the planters

choose to take up the minor produce contracts, they can do so
provided they do not stand in the way of Kaders or other jungle
tribes. Condition (14) is intended to enable the Government to
resume the land if it wishes to do so. Condition (15) is reasonable
as no planter could reasonably object to the improvement of his
communications in such an out of the way tract. Condition (16)
is intended to throw upon the lessee his responsibility of main-
taining the inspection path referred to in the District Forest
Officer’s notes.

7. With the above conditions, in addition to those proposed

by the _District Forest Officer, I can see no possible objection to
the gfantv of the land on the Cochin side of the watershed for
p(lgmipg _purposes,

8. I the Board wished it, sketch-maps and boundary

descriptions of the lands applied for on the Cochin side of the

 watershed can be submitted. They have been prepared and the
(areas computed from the Government of India Survey Maps.

ENCLOSURE 1.
Extract from Mr. Gass’ office note of 28th February 1896.

17. As regards these conditions, I will omit reference to
special terms but bring to notice the following essentially “forest”
requirements :—

,(a)"‘Necessity for practical boundaries.

93

(&) Preservation of certain trees.
3
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{(c) Treatment of Kader inhabitants.

(d) Protection of wild elephants.

(¢) Admission of rights of way. .

(f} Reservation of a 12 ft. strip of land for a road.

{g) Exclusion of areas for bungalow sites, rights of
access to them and use of water.

18. (e) The boundaries in all cases must be cleared,
Jersarcated and kept open by lessees of land; and be practicable
ones. and generally capable of perambulation. ;

This appears to be the case with Nos. 1 and 2, but in that
¢l Mo. € the lines are impossible ones, mere map lines, from
ek to peak, scross deep valleys and up precipices. In the
" es: of the applicant himself, considerable modification will be
v icesary, s much of the ground on the north-east side being
(i & rocky naturs and sparsely covered with scattered forest.
Ridges and. natural features must be followed on the ground,
sl at tha south-west corner some change may be mecessary so as
12 Timit the land leased to the junction of Murungalli Ar with
she Karakundru Ar, below which there is a fine waterfall. '

19. {(b) The preservation of certain trees should not present i
any great difficulty, Ordinarily those that are found in evergreen
_ forest are little known and valued for their timber, and it is in

‘such forest that .planting would teke place. The better-known
and valuable species are found in the deciduous forests in the
valleys, and at low elevation. There is none in applications 1 & 2,
Lt a certain propottion in 6. The opening up of the hills may
[1cilitate the working of timber irees such as teak, vengai and
JAuckwood, but I do not anticipate that they will be found in large
urabers of any size, except perhaps the last named, which appears
.o be fairly abundant. It would suffice to reserve selected trees
selonging to the reserved class, relinquishing control over the
~wninder, from a timber point of view.

©0. (c) Kaders living on the Anamallais appeared to have
‘ormed themselves into clans, and to have occupied from time
oo vemorial certain unmarked but recognised limits, within which
e minbe the collections by which they earn their living, and.

‘lieh every hill and stream and every feature of the country.
. yclknown to them by name as also every pathway. Beyond
t. .- limits, they profess to have no knowledge of the country
4 can give no information. Such a group of this hill tribe,
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comprising some 40 men, and perhaps 100 individu ..o in all i
to be found within the broad limits embracing the applicatisne
for land. The next Kaders to them are those living at Uland
near the Tekadi lease forest boundary. Another group lives
usually at the village, or collection of temporary huts, known ax
Punachi, to the east of, and below the Waterfall Batate.  For

the limits of the land applied for by Mr. Windle. Here alsg
there are some old abandoned Ponakad clearings of theirs, and
in the Thalanar Valley, in No. 6 application, running south-west
from the point Thalanar Malai, there is an old abandoned
cardamom cultivation of theirs. These people have for many
years collected minor produce for the Forest Department, and
now they collect it for the minor produce contractor under the
present contract system and he is bound down to pay them proper
rates, and their interests are safeguarded by me, as far as I am
able to do it. They collect cardamoms, dammer, seevakai,
perambu (canes), honey, wax, maddipal (a gum), pepper, safiron
and ginger, and they take their collections Targely in the very
land comprised in these applications, and in that to the south
and south-west of them, If, therefore, the land on a large scale
passes into the hands of private individuals in' the shape of
leases, unless some special conditions be imposed, the occupation
of this ‘group of an interesting tribe of people would be gone to
a large extent, and with it a considerable share of the lease amount
obtained from the contract by the Forest Department, It would,
therefore, be necessary to reserve the minor produce, and to
guarantee the right of collecting it to these people. They are g
timid race and not accustomed, nor willing, to do cooly work in
clearing, digging, etc., and if molested by the lessees of land
would doubtless migrate to the Travancore or Cochin Forests.
A foot-hold at Paralai should therefore be secured to them. They
informed me that they had a strong inclination to cultivate again
the old Ponakad clearings there, and I should allow this {ree,
and mark off for them a limited area around it, within which
they can live undisturbed, ‘

21. (d) The country included in No. 6 especially and to s
smaller extent in Nos. 1 and 2, and I may say broadly the whole
country to the south, south-west and west of Paralai, is the
feéding and breeding ground of large numbers of wild elephants,
many of which halt there throughout the year, and if disturbed
by_'extensive‘opening‘up, they would probably change their abode

- and migrate south-west or west into Cochin. A clause would have
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 be inserted to prevent any active steps being taken by private
ndividuals te destroy or capture them.

22. (e) The several pathways, mostly animal tracks leading
thirough the lands applied for, must be kept open for use, or mew
-¢s substituted.  This would constitute no hardship to lessees.

23. (/) The reservation of a strip of land for a road for
nspection purposes is very essential. 1 have referred to this
r. naragraph 5. The whole of this country is at present inaccessi-
ie and impossible to move about in, for want of a road, and
if steps are now to be taken to throw it open to planting, a means
and a right of inspection must be provided, and I consider that
ihic should be secured by a road traversing the country between
Mount Stuart in the leased forest and the Punachi Ghat
ioad in the Punachi hills. Such a road, following the line I
have marked on the Survey of India maps, would be about 35
miles in length from the foot of the Punachi Ghat to Mount
Spuart, traced at a convenient gradient, and 6 ft. broad, with a
recerved margin on either side of 3 ft.

1 would divide it into threz sections. From the foot of the

Punachi Ghat Road, skirting the Waterfall Estate, to where thé

hoandary oft}—fé?i;i _iézz'isc(i land was reached.

From this point, through the leased lands, to where the
|2t point in the leased lands on the west was reached.

From this point to Mount Stuart. The first section is con-
structed from the foot of the hills to the forest station marked A
n the map, and I would trace it and construct it from there at
(iovernment expense and maintain it by contributions from the
I'orest Department and the planters interested in its upkeep.
The second section I would have traced by a Forest Officer, but

vuike it a condition that it must be constructed and permanently
wiintained by the lessees of the land through which it passed.

The third section would of course be traced, constructed
and maintained by the Forest Department. Striking south-east
und then east from near Paralai it would be possible to join
on en inepection path leading to the higher ranges of the
\namallais.

24. (g) The last consideration is the necessity to exclude
wrces from the leases sufficient for the construction of small rest
houses at convenient distances apart. Se far as I see at present,
sne would be wanted at or near Paralai, marked C. on the map,
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and another at or near the saddle marked D. to the west of
Kalliparai malai and beyond the western limits of No. 6 applica-

31

. tion.| Means of access to the forest stations and rights to use

of water would have to be secured.

ENCLOSURE No. 2
Extract from Mr. Gass’ Office Note of 30th March 1896

7. These further extensive applications will necessitate the
alteration and lengthening, by at least 10 miles, of the line of
the proposed traced road, referred to by me in my previous office-
note in paragraph 5, 17, and 23, and I have indicated now, with

a double:dotted black and red line, the line of road I would

suggest, and even this cannot well be made to pass through
Mr. Hodgson’s and Mr. Mackenzie’s land [now Periakaramalai

. Author’s Note], and it will be advisable probably to make
a branch road to that application, to be opened and maintained
by him.

8. I referred also in paragraph 24 to the need for two
rest-houses. These new applications would make a third one
necessary, and Sirikundra, a grass hill to the south of
Mr. Edmiston’s southern application [now Pachaimalai
Author’s Note], marked E. by me, would be suitable place for one.

9. In paragraph 23 I spoke of a section of the road skirting
the boundary of the Waterfall Estate, This would be a very
difficult line owing to the configuration of the ground, and I
have since found on reference to the original maps of the Estate,
that there is a right of way and land reserved to a width of a
chain through it, the line being somewhat as I have indicated with
a double-dotted line from B. to A. This is an important matter

. for Government, and I shall take early steps to lay out the line
. of the reserved track on the ground from the map, as I fear, it
has 1 in parts been plauted up.

10. If T may venture to make any remarks about general
terms, I would suggest that Govérnment retain the power to
resume the lands in its hands by granting leases only for thirty

| years or more,

That the quéstion of disforesting be not con%idered at all.

That a fixed rental be charged for all land included within

the lesses, say as. 8 per acre per annum, and for all opencd
e
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Jand at the rate of Re. 1 in the second and third years and Rs. 2
per acre in the fourth and subsequent years.

That no tax be levied for the trees whether on opened or
unopened land.

That the conditions named by me in paragraph 17 of my
first office-note be required to be fulfilled.

* k3 3 *
Endorsement by E. D. M. Hooper, Eeq.,

Ag. Conservator of Forests, S. Circle,
dated 20th April 1896 No. 3408.

Forwarded as desired direct to the Forest Commissioner. The
undersigned sees no objection to abandoning forest growth on
the Cochin side of the watershed. The main points for considera-
tion are the restriction here proposed and the question of retaining
the leased areas as reserved forests which is advisable.

As regards the conditions further study is necessary.
Resolution—Forest No. 211, dated 15th May 1896.

_ The papers read above which relate to nine applications for
31,500 acres or nearly 50 square miles of land for coffee cultivation
in the Anamallai reserved forest will be submitted for the orders
of Government. e

2. The Anamallai reserved forest in the Coimbatore District
is a compact block of about 420 square miles, of which about
160 miles drain into Travancore and Cochin and the remainder
into Coimbatore. Applications have been made for land on both
sides of the watershed, but as a large area of wet land in the
arid plains of the Coimbatore District depends for its water-supply
on streams which take their rise within the reserve, the Board
agrees with the Conservator and the local officexs in considering
that no clearings should be allowed on the Coimbatore side
of the watershed{ The existing coffee estates which form gnclosures
to the reserve covering an urea of about three square miles were

0 the res
granted before the forest was reserved.

w

3. As regards the other side of the watershed to which the
bulk of the applications relate, the conditions are quite different
and the entertainment of applications is mot only free from
objection, but will tqnd to enhance the value of the forest which
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remains uncleared, by facilitating the opening out of communicg-
tions. The whole area of about 160 Square miles consists almost
entirely of wellwooded land. Towards the west the elevation ig
rather low and much of the forest ig deciduous in character, but
the remaining 120 square miles js mainly dense evergreen forest
al an average elevation of from 3,000 to 4,500 ft. apparently
admirably adapted for coffee cultivation, byt containing few timber
trees which at bresent have any marketable value, or are ever
likely to have any, so long as the country remains unopened.
With the heavy rainfal] of the S..W. Monsoon the reservation of

these foresis is.in no way called for for climatic purposes, and

Revenue dated 8th April 1895, but the conditions of the locality
now under consideration are not quite similar and j will be impos-
sible to adopt without modification the form of lease then decided
on. On the Shevaroys, for instance, it may be taken as certain that
all new coffee cultivation wil] pe carried on under shade, hut owing
to the greater moisture and rainfal] of the Anamallais it jg possi-
ble that smal] clearings nestling amidse high and dense evergreen
forests may be found to answer as well ag extensive plantations
under shade, In fixing the assessment also it must he borne in
mind that the planters in their own interests will have to retain
arge areas of uncleared forest, though the superiority of sejl
and rainfall wil] permit of the imposition of a higher rate in the
areas brought under cultivation, A suitable charge in the Board’s
opinion will be an initial assessment of as. 8 per acre on the area
of the holding, to be raised eventually to g charge of Rs. 2 on
the acreage cultivated o capable of cultivation, the periods at
which the increments should be imposed being left 10 be deter-
mined when the detailed conditions of the lease are decided on.
The rate. Proposed for uncleared land is low, as it will merely be
held as an adjunct to the cultivated land, Government reserving
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5. The District Forest Ofheer und the Collector cubmit for
approval 2 pumber of conditions which they consider necessary
in the interests of forest conservancy and for the protection of the
jungle tribes who now subsist by collecting minor forest produce
and who cannob, as all experience shows, adapt themselves to
changed conditions and settle down as estate labourers. The
(onservator, it will be observed, offers no remarks on the details
of the conditions &% he had no time 1o study them fully before
sending o the papers to the Forest member of the Board who
was then engaged 1n inspecting the land and discussing the matter
with the Collector and the District Forest Officer.

6. The conditions proposcd have the general approval of
the Board, but some will require modification. Condition (iv),
{or instance, which prescribes the periods within which land
is to be opened out, will require very carefal consideration, and
the power reserved under condition {xiv) will have to be specific-
ally restricted to what is intended, viz., the acguisition of land
for public purposes under the Land Acquisition oF Forest Acts. 1,
therefore, Government will now ganction the grant of leases on
the south-western side of the watershed subject to a few main
conditions, the Board will arrange for a conference with the
applicants, after which it will be in 8 position to submit detailed
list of conditions which can be embodied in a form of lease by

{he Government Solicitor after the approval of Government has
been obtained. :

7. As the country 10 be opened UP 45 at present devoid of
inhabitants other than a few jungle iribes of the most primitive
habits, and there are absolutely no roads, the organization of a

' gupply of labour, and the ploneer .work generally, will be 2

matter of very considerable difficulty; but as land suited for coffee
cultivation is now very eagerly sought after, st will be impo:asible
Lo encourage pioneers by the grant of any concessions which
would make it easy 1o take up and and hold it for speculative
purposes, ot which on the other hand would offer 2 temptation
to applicants who may have 2 bona fide desire to open land out
and cultivate i, but are not in possession of enough capital to
enable them to do so. In view of these two very different kinds
of dangers it seems desirable to prescribe, as proposed by the

be planted within fixed periods which can be decided on at the
conference alluded to above. Every applicant chould also be
required to deposit Government  paper to the amount of Rs. 2
for every acre applied for, the deposit being eventually adjusted

(ollector, that & certain proportion of any land taken 0P ghall
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in payment of assessment or other dues, It will ilsu te well 1o
prescribe that no application shall be entcitained for any usica
< less than 640 acres in extent. This may at first sight seem a
somewhat high minimum, but as alreadv explained it will never
be possible to open out more than a portion of a holding and
the uncleared area will be held at a low rent.

8. As the whole reserve has been surveyed by the Topo-
graphical Survey of India and an excellent map has been published
on a scale of 4” to the mile, it will be possible to proceed with
the grant of leases as soon as the conditions have been decided
on. The favour of early orders is requested as the opening out

of this large tract of country will be of great benefit and early
orders may save the loss of a working season.

9. As a map of the 4-inch scale showing the whole area
under consideration is somewhat unwieldy, the map forwarded
as an enclosure to these proceedings is a tracing from the district
map on a scale of 2 inches to the mile which is sufficiently
accurate to give a general idea of the lie of the land. The area
for which it is proposed to entertain applications is the eastern

portion of the block which lies to the south and west of the
red-ink line.

(True copies and Extract)
(Sd.). R, C. C. CAxg,
Ag. Secretary.
To The Secretary to Government, Revenue Dept., with a map.

To The Collector of Coimbatore.

To The Conservator of Forests, Southern ercle
:Copy to other Conservators.

“The followmg people applied for land accordmg to a
schedule drawn out for Government by the Collector:—

Messrs, C. V. Narasiah, E. G. Windle, both in October
1895; Messrs. Rhodes-James, W. L. Edmiston, C. A.
Mackenzie; Messrs. H. P. Hodgson, H. Scott, J. W. Chambers,
Mrs. G. Chambers, Messrs. Scott Skirving, and Messrs. G. L.
Chambers, Fergus Wolsey Smith, J. A. Boyson, 0. Scott,
5. R. and G. L. Chambers; Messrs. J. Campbell, O. Scott
Skirving and J. W. Chambers and A. W. Brody.
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The total acreage of these applications amounted to
63,500 acres or approximately 100 square miles. As a result
of these applications the Board requested the Collector of
‘Joimbatore to hold a meeting to discuss with the applicants
the terms on which land might be leased, and in a letier
frcia the Collector, Mr. Herbert Bradley, dated 26th June
396, he wrote that he had to report that a meeting was held
at Coimbatore on the 25th June when the conditions of the
proposed leases were discussed with the majority of the
applicants for land on the Anamallais in the presence of the
V'orest Member, the District Forest Officer and himself.

Almost without exception the applicants were present or

represented, and he thought the conditions drawn up would
be accepted by them all.

The following are the conditions:—

{2) That the lease should run for 30 years subject to renewal
at the end of that period at a rental not greater than that paid
for similar and similarly situated land. This condition is intended
ta retain the right of Government to increase the rental at the
end of 30 years if the value ‘of coffee land shall have increased.

(b) That the rent shall be 8 annas per annum payable on
or before the 25th of March each vedr for the whole holding, to

be increased to Rs. 2 on every acre which shall have been planted
for 5 years.

(c) That the lessee shall plant up not less than 10 per cent.
of the area of his holding by the end of the tenth year of his lease.
This condition has been materially altered owing to the uncertainty

i the labour supply and the difficulty anticipated at the outset
in obtaining labour. '

(d) That no charge shall be made for timber used by the

lessee, but the lessee shall not be allowed to carry on trade in
timber.

(e) That the lessee shall not cut any of the following- trees
without the permission of the District Forest Officer:-—

Teak—tectona grandis
' Rosewood—daibergia latifolia
Vengai—pterocarpus marsupium
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Venteak—lagerstraemia microcarpa
Jack—artocarpus intergrifolia
Wild Jack —artocarpus hirsuta

(f) That the District Forest Officer shall be at liberty 1o

remove any trees from unopened land.

(g) That the lesrsgg”sl‘lgﬂl pay the usual land-cess in addition
to his rent. il i e

(h) That the lessee shall have no right to the minor produce
other than coffee, but that all Kaders and ‘other hill tribes shall
be at liberty to enter upon the unopened portions of the property
for the purpose of collecting minor produce other than coffec,
provided that they hold the written authority of the District
Forest Officer. This is to meet the possibility of the hillmen
stealing coffee on the pretext of gathering wild coffee.

(i) That the lessee shall not dispose of any portion of his
grant except to persons approved by the Collector. The object of
this condition is to meet the objections raised by the applicants
that the value of the property will be greatly diminished if they
are unable to dispose freely of it, and at the same time to ensure
the deernm_em against really undesirable tenants. Bona fide
transfers should not he objected to, but applicants should not be
allowed to split up their holdings and sell them or portions of

them to a large number of petty men and in fact to speculate in
the land. .

(7) That the lessee shall permit the District Forest Officer
or any subordinate of his and any Revenue Officer not below the

rank of a Revenue Inspector to enter the land for the purpose of
inspection.

(k) Tliatj all arrears shall be recoverable under the Revenue
Recovery Act. .

(1) That any portion of the land required for public purposes
shall be resumable by Government subject to a refund of the
assessment already paid without interest on unopened land, and
compensation at Rs. 30 per acre if the land has been cultivated

for less than 5 years, and Rs. 800 per acre if it has been cultivated
for more than 5 years.

The figures in my former letter were taken from the Shevaroy
leases and it is considered that land in the  Anamallais will be

more costly to open, and probably more valuable when opened
than the Shevaroy lands. -
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(m) That the l:esee shall make and maintain through his
land to thie saiisfaction of the Collector a road or if necessary
onds to be traced by the District Forest Officer. These roads
hall be 6 feet wide with a margin of 6 feet on each side. No
doduction from the area of the holding shall be made on account
f thess roads.

(n) That save with the permission of ‘the Collector no
oroducts other than coffee or cocoa shall be grown by the lessee.

This condition is inserted as it is considered that if the land
s opened for coffee or cocoa it would be practically forest, both
ilhese products being generally grown under shade. But if these
hould fail, and it be desired to grow tea and make complete
Cearances of the forest, it may be necessary to completely revise
ilie conditions of the lease. For the present therefore it seems
[esirable to restrict the cultivation to these products. Cardamoms
Lre intentionally exempted as there are very many wild cardamoms
in the forest on which the hill tribes partly depend for their liveli-
hood, It is also hoped to induce the hillmen to grow cardamoms
(i there would be constant {riction if the planters also grew
them, The applicants are not anxious to grow cardamoms.

(0) That the lessee shall make a deposit of Rs. 2 per acre
i cash or Government securities before entering on the land.
lii¢ sum shall be adjusted in payment of the assessment and

other dues which may fall due.

(p) That the lessee shall clear the houndaries of his holding
i 1 width of 12 feet and demarcate them with cairns or otherwise
«lthin a reasonable time so as to satisfy the District Forest
Officer, and that the deposit provided for in the last clause shall
‘main intact and the assessment be paid in cash until this is done.

The object of this clause, of course, is to compel the lessee
i clear his boundaries within a reasonable time.

(¢) That all disputes as to boundaries between the appli-
Cunts ahall be referred for the order of the Collector whote
i elaton shall be final

(r) That the lessee chall not interfere with wild elephants
(xeept ag provided by the Elephant Act I of 1873, and that the
caekw of oll clephants killed under the provisions of the Act
full T the preperty of Government.

(s) That the lessee shall on no account interfere with the
il tribes, und thould it become necessary for him to close
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any of their customary parts, he shall provide another right of
way in its place.

(¢) That the lessee ghall grant rights of way through his
land to inspection bungalows and other buildings the property
of Government and from such buildings to the nearest drinking
water, and shall permit Government officials and the hill tribes
to use drinking water passing through his holding.

(z) That no mining rights shall be conferred by the lease.

(v) That the lessee may at any time resign the whole of
his holding from the commencement of the fasli year succeeding
thdt’ in which he gives notice of his intention to do so.

Order No. 495, Revenue, dated 28th September 1896,

reads as-follows:—

Forest No. 212. The Government regrets that, after a most
careful consideration of the subject, it is unable to accept the
Board’s recommendations in regard to the conditions to be inserted
in the leases which it is proposed to grant for the cultivation of
coffee on the Anamallais.

2. The terms upon which the Government has decided to
lease out the forest land on these hills are enumerated below,
and the Government Solicitor will be requested to draw up and
submit for approval at a very early date the necessary draft lease.
Pending the preparation of the lease, the Board will be at liberty
to dispose of applications made by individuals who signify their
assent to the conditions laid down in this order.

3. In as much as the leases are intended for the use and
reference of persons who are not versed in technical phraseology,
it is in the opinion of Government desirable that they should be
couched in clear and intelligible language resembling rather the
form of a legal enactment than that of the.lease recently drawn
up with regard to the lands cultivated with cofiee on the Shevaroy
hills. In drawing up the form of lease the Government Solicitor
should therefore curtail, where practicable, the use of the
customary legal phraseology, and with this object should arrange
the several conditions under separate paragraphs in serial order.

4. The Board will observe that the main difference between
the conditions proposed and those which Government has now
- decided to lay down, consists in the method by which the disposal
of the land will be regulated. The decision to sell the leases
by auction at an upset price of Rs. 5 per acre will render
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unnecessary any initial deposit such as that proposed in condition
(c) of the Board’s list. Another condition which has been
designedly omitted is that which prohibits the lessee from cultivat-
ing other products than coffee or cocoa. In the opinion of
Government no such restriction is necessary.

5. While however it has been decided that the principle of
. sale by Auction shall be followed in future,
The two applications  the Government considers that there is no
;{‘;ie”g'i:dr;i’:::q b:r:: objection to the grant to each of the fifteen®
Messrs. Binny & Co. Original applicants specified in Board’s pro-
being treated as one. ceedings, No. 280, dated 4th JUIY 1896, of
an area not greater than 1,000 acres and'not
less than 160 acres on payment of a fixed price-of Rs. 5 per acre.
This should be intimated to the several applicants who should
at the same time be informed that any application for the purchase
of land on these terms must be made and the purchase money
forwarded to the District Collector before the close of the current
year and that the grant of such applications will be subject to
the conditions enumerated in this order.

6. The Government is prepared to undertake the construction
of a main road through the land which it is now proposed to
lease out for cultivation, and the Public Works Department will
be requested to arrange for the immediate tracing of such a road
with the necessary principal branches. The requisite width on
either side of this tracing should be reserved to Government and
excluded from lease. . The maintenance of the main road when
completed and the construction and maintenance of the necessary
branch roads for the use of the pubhc will devolve on the Local
Boards.

7. With reference to condition (ix), the Governmem
desires the Board to draw up a definition of “minor produce”
to be communicated to Government, and after approval, to the
Government Solicitor for incorporation in the draft lease.

8. The Government now proceeds to enumerate the rules

and conditions which it has been decided shall regulate the leasing

out of the portions of the Anamallai forest in the Coimbatore
District situated on the south-west or Travancore-Cochin side
of the watershed, that runs through the reserve from the south-east
to the north-west. »

(i) The leases shall run for a term of thirty years and

shall be sold by auction at an upset price of Rs. 5 per acre subject
to the condition that no lot shall exceed 1,000 acres or be less

e
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- than. 160 acres in extent. The detailed conditions which shall

attach to such auctions are shown in the appendix to this order.,

(i-e) The initial assessment shall be eight annag per acre
per annum, but from and after the beginning of the sixth year of

In the 6th year Rs. 2 per acre on 1/20th of the holding and

8 as. per acre on
the balance,

o 7th % 5 1/10th

anpuBth L i 8420th .
hagth »  1/5th o :
: ‘,; ) IOth ;’ : | t3] 99 1/4lh 2 93
wo 1th i n o /0h L
o L2th ,, o g 20 -
29 ISth 99 99 99 2/5th 5 » '
29 lqth $1] 99 29 9/20”1 29 9
Liatloth % 4 1/2 .
» o l6th wo XL20the i
1 17th 99 99 A9 S/Sth s ”»
E 18th i 99 ” 13/20“1 ’y s
b il W, e .
o h20l i »  3/4th 4 S
99 215t & 99 114 99 4’/5th 99 )
subsequently.

i (ii) No assessment shall, in .any case, be leviable on public
roads accepted as such by the CoHef_:_tor.

(iii) The assessment shall be leviable i respect of the official
year ending 31st March and shall be Payable on or before the

| 1st March‘.

(iv) The land-cess and village cess and any other cess
imposed by law shall be paid by the lessee,

(v)AH arrears shall . be recoverable under ihe Madras

- Revenue Recovery Act II of 1864, and if they are not paid

within a date to be specified by the Collector, the Government
shall further be gt liberty to enter upon and resume possession
of the land, in which case the lease shall thereupon determine,
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(vi) The lessee shall within six months of the issue of the
lease clear and demarcate the boundaries of the holding to the
satisfaction of the Collector, and shall subsequently in like manner
clear and demarcate them within three months of any special
requisition to that effect made by the District Forest Officer; im
default the District Forest Officer may cause the holding to be
demarcated and the cost shall be recovered from.uthc lessee by the
Collector as an arrear of land revenue. .

(vii) All disputes as to boundaries between the iessees}of
adjacent lands shall be referred for the orders of the Col ctor,
whose decision shall be final.

(viii) The officers of the Forest Department shall not interfere
with trees which are left standing on cleared land, or which in
the Collector’s opinion may be required as windguards, but shall
have power to remove trees of the under-mentioned species from
other land which has not been cleared and to dispose of them
by sale or otherwise:

Tesk—tectona grandis
Rosewood—vddlbergia latifolia
Vengai—pterocarpus marsupium
Venteak—Iagerstreamia microcarpa
Jack—artocarpur integrifolia

Wild Jack—ertocarpus hirsuta

For the purpose of clearing the land or of erecting buildings on
his helding the lessee shall be at his liberty to fell any tree, and
may use or dispose of trees so felled at his pleasure subject to
the proviso that no timber shall be transported beyond the limits
of the Anamallai forest except on payment to the Forest Depart-
ment of a fixed seignioragesfor each kind of tree. In the case of
classified trees the seigniorage -shall he leviable at such rates as
- may from time to time be fixed, not exceeding three-quarters of
the maximum rates which have been or may be notified under
section 26 of the Madras Forest Act as applying to the district
of South Coimbatore.” In the case of reserved trees the Board of
Revenue will be requested to frame and submit a table of rates
for the approval of Government. No fees shall be leviable in
respect of trees which are neither reserved nor classified.

(iz) The lessee shall enjoy the free use of the minor forest
produce of his holding, subject to the condition that Kaders and
other tribes shall be at liberty to enter upon the unopened portions

L)
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A, o )
_\h{rve,of for the purpose of collecting minor produce, provided that
: %hey’_hpld a written authority from the District Forest Officer.

":’(x) The lessee shall enjoy no mining rights.

(xi) The lessee shall grant the rights of way through his

land toinspectiog bungalows and other buildings the property

- of Government and from such buildings to the nearest drinking

water, and -shall permit Government servants and the hill tribes

to use the water pdssing through his holding for domestic purposes
and for their animals,

" (xii) Any portion of the leased land required for public
purposes shall be resumable by Government subject to a refund
' without interest of the assessment already paid on unopened land,
or to compensation at the rate of Rs. 100 per acre if the land
has been cultivated with coffee, tea, or cinchona for one year,
Rs, 200 if so cultivated for 2 years, Rs. 300 if so cultivated for
three years, Rs. 400 if so cultivated for four years, or Rs. 500
if so cultivated for five years or a Jonger period. In the case of
land which has heen cultivated with other products, the cost of
clearing only shall be refunded.

(«iil) The lessee shall permit any Government servant
authorised in that behalf to enter upon the leased land for the
purpose of inspection or to make any survey or to enquire into
any offence against any law or for any other purpose specified
by the Collector in writing.

(#iv) The lessee shall not be restricted from transferring his
rights in the leased land, provided that the obligations to which
he is subject shall be binding on the transferee, and that the
Collector shall have power to impose an assessment of rupees four

per acre on the entire holding if any transfer is made of a .

portion thereof less than 100 acres in extent.

(xv) The lessee shall not interfere with wild elephants except
as provided by Madras Act I of 1873, and the tusks of all elephants
killed under the provisions of the Act shall be the property of
Government,.

Y (#vi) The lessee shall on no account interfere with the hill
tribes, and should it become necessary for him to close any of
their customary paths, he shall provide others in their place to the
satisfaction of the Collector.

(xvii) The lessee shall not be at liberty to give up a part of
bis holding, but may resign the whole thereof at any time after
12 months’ notice. i

4




(xviit) The lease shall be subject to renewal at the option
of the lessee, provided that the assessment on opened land may
be enhanced on renewal of the lease to a sum not exceeding rupees
four per acre on the cultivated area.

(xix) If the lease is not renewed the lessee shall surrender
the land with everything standing thereon to Government.

(xx) For the purpose of these rules the Collector shall have
power to decide what portions of a holding are “cleared”,
“opened”, “unopened”, or “cultivated” as the case may be. He
shall also have power to decide what cultivation is entitled to the.
compensation admissible under condition (ii).

£ 9. Land which has once been relinquished under condition
(xvii), or which has been resumed by Government, will on re-sale
by auction be liable to pay the full assessment of rupees two per
acre on all cleared or cultivated portions from the commencement
of the new lease and the terms of condition (ii) shall be applica-
ble only to the portions thereof unopened at such date.

10. A supplemental standing order embeodying the rules
laid down .in these proceedings should be submitted for the
approval of Government as soon as the form of lease to be issued
has been settled. '

(True Extract)

(Sd.) G. Stoxes,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).
- Government Solicitor.
. Collector of Coimbatore.
. 0 The Public Works Dept.
. Local and Municipal Dept.

L Financial Department.

APPENDIX.

Rules for the leasing out of lands on that portion of the
Anamallai forest reserve in the Coimbatore District which lies
on the slopes draining towards Travancore and Cochin.

1. Applications for land in this reserve shall be addressed
to the Collector of the District and shall be accompanied by a
tracing of the topographical map of the Survey of India on

¥
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which shall be marked the block of land applied for., The applica- ;

tions shall contain the following particulars:—
(@) The estimated area of the land applied for,

(b) The situation of the land and jtg boundaries ag accurately
as can be stated,

((((( o

2. No lot shall exceed 1,000 acres and no lot shall be Jegs
than 160 acres, unless otherwise specially ordered by Government.

4. On receipt of an application under ryle 1, the Collector
shall require the applicant to deposit 10 ber cent. of the upset
price, which deposit will be refunded in case the lease of the land
be not bought in by the applicant, and shal] thereupon advertise
the lease of the land for sale at the Collector’s Office at a specified
hour and on 4 specified date which shall not be less thap three
months after the deposit of such sum,

5. A notification of the intended sale of the land specifying
the Iocality the boundaries, the approximate extent and annual
assessment of the land, and the place, time ang conditions of
sale, shail he posted for three clear months on the land itself

\be present and to bhe posted up in his office.

6, The Collector shall send to the applicant by registered
letter notice of tipe place and time of sale, but no sale shall be

7. If the applicant withdraws his application prior to the
date of sale, it shall he discretionary with the Collector to proceed
with sale or not as he considers best for the public interests, In
such case, the applicant will be entitled to the refund of so mych
only of hig deposit under rule 4 ag may not have been expended
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appointed, provided,

{(a) Thst the application has not been withdrawn, or that
if withdrawn, the Collector has decided under rule 7 to proceed
with the sale, and

(b) That no claim of private proprietorship or exclusive
occupancy or of any other right incompatible with the lease of
the land under these rules has been preferred and admitted by
the Collector as sufficient ground for the postponement of the
sale. At the appointed time the approximate area of the land
as plotted on the map chall be announced and the lease of the
land for a period of 30 years shall be put up for sale at an
upset price of Rs. 5 per acre and sold to the highest bidder above
the upset price, subject to the following annual assessment paya-
ble on or before the first March of every year:—

(i) During the first five vears of the lease, eight annas per
acre per annum on ‘the whole holding.

(ii) From and after the beginning of the 6th year of the
Jease, two Tupees per acre per annum on so much of the holding
as shall have been cultivated and eight annas per acre per annum
on the remainder, provided that in no year after the first five years
shall the Assessment be less than the following:—

In the 6th year Ra. 2 per acre p.a.on 3/20th of the holding and
§ annas per acre per
annum on the

balance.
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8. The lease of the land shall be brought to sale on the day’
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(1) No assessment shall be levi

able on public roads accepted
as such by the Collector.

For the purpose of calculating the assessment leviable in
any year the Collector shall be the sole judge whether the land
is or is not “cultivated”.

Every lease granted under these rules shall run from the
date of its execution; but the assessment payable thereunder
shall be leviable in respect of the official year and shall fali due
on the lst March in each vear of the lease,

9. Every bidder shall deposit 10 per cent. of the upset price
before bidding, and the successful bidder shall pay the remainder

of the purchase money plus all expenses under rule § within
thirty days on pain of forfeiture of his deposit.

10. Arrears of annual assessment shall be recoverable as
provided under section 66 of the Madras Forest Act V of 1882
in the same manner as arrears of r
may be recoverable b
Madras Presidency.

yotwari land revenue are or
v the law for the time being in force in the

11.. Lands, the lease of which

has been sold under these
rules, shall continue subject to all t

axes payable by law,

12. The existing and customary rights of Government, of
other proprictors and of the public in existing roads and paths
and in streams running through or bounding lands leased under
these rules are reserved and in no way affected by such leasing.

Resolution—Forest No. 466-A dated 3rd October 1896.

Communicated to the Collector of Coimbatore for information
and guidance,

It will be seen that while Government imposes on the planters

more onerous conditions in some respects than were proposed

by the Board it relieves them on the other hand of the duty of

" constructing a road and undertakes to do this work itself.
framing its recommendations the Board was 1

its belief that the speedy opening of a road in an isolated and

uninhabited tract of this kind could best be secured by enlisting

the co-operation of a qumber of individuals, each interested in the

work, as well as in promptly securing the command of g body

. of organized labour which they would require for other purposes
after the completion of the road. If, however, the Public Works

In
argely influenced by

e
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Department can .succeed in getting the work carried through
with equal promptitude, the opening out of the tract need in no
wise be delayed by the adoption of the conditions now prescribed.

3. Any of the applicants specified in para 5, who may
intimate their acceptance of the conditions enumerated in the
order, may be permitted by the Collector to enter on the land
selected by them immediately after payment of the price fixed
by Government.

4. The term “minor forest produce” is ordinarily understood
to include all produce which is not timber or firewood, but as
that definition would hardly meet the requirements of paragraph 7
of the Government order, the Board submits that it will suffice
if a list of the produce which the hill tribes have been in the
habit of collecting is appended as a schedule to the lease. The
Collector is requested to have a list prepared accordingly.

5. With reference to the conditions prescribed in paragraph 9
(ii) {(a) the attention of Government is requested to paragraph 3
of Board’s proceedings No. 211, dated 15th May 1896, in which
it is explained that owing to the very high winds prevailing in
the locality the planted areas will require to be protected by
the permanent reservation of large belts of forest. The Board
doubts if it will ever be safe for a planter to open more than
one-half of the area in his occupation, and would therefore
deprecate the imposition of a condition involving the payment
of the enhanced rate of Rs. 2 upon any higher proportien than
one-half of the area save in the case of land actually cleared.
In the opinion of experienced Forest Officers the effect of over-
clearing might be most disastrous, and the insertion of any
condition, which might act as a stimulus in that direction, is in
the Board’s opinion inadvisable.

6. Condition 8 of the same paragraph takes the place of
conditions {d), (e) and (i) in the Board’s proposals, and permits
trading in timber subject to the payment of seigniorage, the right
of the Forest Depariment to fell being restricted to the six kinds
veserved under the Board’s proposals. For the latter purpose
Government has adopted the list of trees which the Board proposed
10 prohibit planters from felling. As this list was framed with
special reference to an entirely different set of conditions, the
Collector is requested to report whether he would recommend
the inclusion of any other species. The table of rates called for
by Government should be submitted at the same time.

-
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7. The supplemental standing order called for in paragraph

(010 will be submitted in due course,

"% (True copy and extract)

‘(Sd.) -R. € ¢ CARR,
Ag. Secretary,

(True copy)

(Sd.) V. A. PARTHASARATHY Mubaviar,

Forest Assistant.

To the Collector of Coimbatore,
. Secretary to Government, Revenue Dept.
o Conservator of Forests, s, Circle.
- Other Conservator of Fdrests.
e Land Revenue Section,
i Messrs, Binny & Co., Madras,
To Mr. H, Scott, Esq.
ToMr, J. W. Chambers, Esq.,
To Mrs. G, Chambers,
To the Hon, Mr. G. L. Chambers,

To Mr. Fergus Wolsey Smith, i :
¢/o Messrs, Binny & Co.,
s J. A, Boyson, Mudeis
2 S Campbell, o

Gl Narasiah,
i ,,':‘ E. G Windle,
i Rhodes~]amcs,
o CA, Mackenzie, Through the Collector
v H. P, Hodgson, of Coimbatore,
To Messrs. Q. Scott Skirving &
Mr. A. W, Brodie,




CuaptEr 111 i)
FARLY DAYS — THE BEGINNING OF A LABOUR ‘
FORCE

As Government refused to allow more than 1,000 acres
in any one application, because, T understand, they said this
would only lead to land gambling, a certain number of the
original applicants withdrew their applications. Mr. E. G.
Windle, who had applied for a block of land close to the
ghat on the Western side, visited the district in 1896, being
probably the first applicant who ever personally visited the
locality, though the late Mr. Fletcher Norton on behalf of .
Messrs. Binny & Co. must have been up during 1896.

Mr. Windle having arranged for the financing of the
opening of his estate, which was known as the Paralai Estate,
engaged as Manager Mr. G. A. Marsh (“Carver”) who had
been working on the Craigmore Estate with the late Mz, H. P.
Hodgson for 17 years. At the beginning of February 1897,
Windle, Marsh and I left the Nilgiris for the Anamallais.

Travelling from Coimbatore in those early days was a
very different matter from what it is at the preser;(ti_,j&‘tigne;(
Ordinary bullock carts were the only means of transpb}t,fé’:nd
it was necessary to leave Coimbatore about '3 o’clock
in the afternoon in order to reach _Angalakurich
the following morning. On arrival -about. 9 AN, we
found 100 coolies waiting with all Marsh’s camp kit
and saman ready to carry it up to Paralai. It was,
I remember, a .very hot journey, and we did mnot leave
Angalakurichi—4 miles from the foot of the ghat—much
before 11 o’clock. In those days one crossed by a ferry i}
Muthuthorai instead of at Vannanthorai, where the . present
bridge is situated. The crossing was done by means of
coracles, and during the S.-W. Monsoon, it was sometimes
impossible to get across the river at all. The old bridle

path, the construction of which is mentioned earlier_in these
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notes, and which brought us up to Waterfail Eeateis was for
the most part in very bad order This Estate was in the

chargc~ of Mr. Franz and visited b by A. W. Brodie.

We stopped the night at the Forest Bungalow at Water-
- fall, and on arriving there the coolies informed Windle and
Marsh that they were going no further, but returning to their
villages. The reasons they gave were that they had never
been beyond Waterfall, that there were no roads: or paths,
that the jungle was infested with elephants and other wild
animals, and that nothing would induce them to go on.
1 remember Marsh spending a whole afternoon talking and
arguing with these coolies and after many hours persuading
them to agree to go on to Paralai, though they insisted that
they must first return to their villages as they had no food
with them for the journey, and must make arrangements. They
arranged, however, to return on the following evening so as
" to be able to make an early start the next day. This they
did, and we then started our journey up to Paralai. Beyond
the Waterfall Coffee Estate there was a.jungle path which
lead by Kavarakal Parai to the Paralai rocks, whlch we
reached about nud day.

We fmmd Mr. M. Loam, Executive Engineer of the
Public Works Department, and Mr, W. L. Edmiston camped
there. The former had been deputed by the Government to
make a bridle path from the foot of the hills to Paralai, and
the latter had come up to demarcate the boundaries round a

block of land he had purchased close to Paralaii. We had

brought up tents with us, which were pitched on the rocks
close to the camp of the other two. The whole of the present
western side of the Anamallais in those days consisted of
virgin forest, most of which had never been explored, and
through which there were no roads of any kind. The only
means of travel were along various paths made by the
elephants and by the jungle people inhabiting the Anamallais.

We spent the first part of our time exploring the land
for which Mr. Windle had applied, and it was very interesting

5
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going about this almost pathless forest and working more
¢r less by compass. I well remember how one day after
travelling through the forest we struck a path, Marsh was
very keen to continue along the path, which he insisted would
tiuke us back to the Paralaj rocks, whereas Windle wished to
0 by compass. The result of the argument was that each

went their own way, and that Marsh got home some time
before Windle.

After 10 days, Windle and I returned to the Nilgiris
together with Edmiston, leaving Marsh and Loam jn the-
district, but Marsh had asked me whether I would come up
.here and live with him and work under him, an offer which
t very gladly accepted. The result was that early in March
1397 T went up to the Anamallais for good.

It is hard 1o realise the enormous difficulties of pioneer-
ing a district such as the Anamallais. The only form of road
which existed from the low country wag a very rough bridle
path as far as Waterfall Estate, beyond which there was no
Fiid of communication whatever except on jungle paths.

Labour was non-existent, as the few jungle men found
in the Anamallai Forests had never been used to doing any
form of work and were disinclined to do anything beyond
acting as indifferent guides through the jungle and clearing
the undergrowth. The only form of transport consisted of
coolies whose loads were limited to about 50 lbs. and who

~took at least two days to come up from and return to their

villages. Low country labour intensely disliked proceeding
heyond Waterfall, es, during the dry months, they were
liable to meet clephants anywhere along the road, and the
veiy nature of the jungle created a terror for people who
had been born and bred in the low country and who had
never been into the forests.. The result was that, to begin
with, enormous prices were asked for the carriage of goods
te the District, and for the first month after Marsh’s arrival”
he was completely boycotted by everybody in the low country
setimse he refused to give more than the sum which he cone
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sidered adequate for carriage of loads to the District.
However, the natural curiosity of the pebple of the low
country very soon lead to an influx of labour requiring woik,
and Marsh was able to start felling the forest within the
month of his arrival.

The first people who came forward and undertook this
work were the ordinary village chettys who had been used
by the Forest Department for cutting firewood on the edge
ok.the low country, and who thought that they were adequately
equipped for dealing with the huge forests in the Anamallais.
The labour they imported was chiefly Mulcers and local
coolies, and they made a very poor hand indeed in dealing
with our forests. Considering that it was almost the middle
of February before Marsh got to the District at all, it js
rather wonderful that he was able to clear about 80 acres
and to get it ready for planting by the end of June.

Shortly after our arrival in the District, a Moplar con-
tractor named Veerasahlb came up asking for work and was
munedlately taken on, and this man and his decendants have
during the last 35 years been instrumental in clearing a vast
area of forests, as practically the whole of old Paralai,
Naduar, Kaliandipandal, Karamalai, Vellamalai and parts
of Monica and Stanmore were felled by him and his imme-
diate relations and decendants.

There was a consxderab!e influx of Boyan labour shortly
after our arrival, and these people who were very keen on
any form of contract work were a great standby at the begin-
mng Of course, there were no bazaars to begin with, and
great were the difficulties experienced in getting up food
for the coolies. The usual practice was for them to come up
carrying 6 to 7 days food. While it lasted they worked and
then returned to their villages for 3 or 4 days. This, whilst
proving an admirable plan, made any continuity of work
difficult, and as it was necessary to settle up their accounts
at the end of each period of 7 days, it entailed a heavy
burden of work on us.

@
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As mentioned before, when we arrived in the District
we found Loam and Edmiston already in residence. Edmiston
“the Laird”, as he was well-known throughout South India)
had applied for a block of land (now known as Pachai-
wwalai) which lay to the south of the Paralai Estate, and he
lind come up with the idea of putting in boundaries and
making a general survey of the land.

One of our first jobs was the demarcation of the
boundaries round the various blocks of land which had
lo be opened, and as these had simply been laid out on
e Government of India Survey map, the details of which
were by no means accurate, it was no small task trying to

reconcile the actual boundaries to be cut with those on the .

plan.  With the aid of a prismatic compass, boundaries were
demarcated, and it is interesting to note that in the aggregate
e blocks surveyed in this manner proved extraordinarily
flesurate. o

Edmiston, after finding his land and doing a certain
siount of demarcation work, returned to the Nilgiris, and
fiom then cn right through the first monsoon, Marsh, Loam
une myself were left alone. The monsoon proved to be a
very continuwous and heavy one, and the discomforts endured
iy all of us living in temporary houses with mud floors and
il itched roofs, were'very considerable. Every room leaked;
Iliore were no doors and windows, the wet and mist soaked
\tlo everything in the building, and the only possible way
(! inaintaining any sort of dryness was to keep a large fire
Litning on the floor in the middle of the room. This was
e continually, and frequently the smoke was so heavy
t'inl the enly place to sit was on the floor; and even then
nne's cyes were full of it. It is a curious fact that the
It ders, when asked to thatch our house, protested against
the steep pitched roof proposed by Marsh, pointing out that
it was bound to leak, while an almost flat thatched roof like
tleir own would be weather-proof.

Throughout the first year, the servant difficalty was very
preat, No ordinary low country servant was willing to put

1 I
L
|
%’.




99

up with the great hardships and difficulties entailed by
residence in the Anamallais, and it was quite a common
happening on a Monday morning to wake up and find our
whole staff had bolted at daybreak with the shandy coolies,
and that we were left to fend for oursclves until such time
as it was possible to obtain other scrvants. On these
occasions Loam proved a tower of strength. A born cook,
he practically always did the whole of his own cooking
on a series of kerosine oil tins built into the stone work in
‘the form of ovens along the inside edge of his verandah
where he used to sit in a chair attending to the cooking of
the day. He was always willing to come to our rescue, and
used to feed us until such time as a new lot of servants could
be induced to face the devils and dangers of the terrible
Anamallai forests.

* & _ # &
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CuaPTER IV
ROADS

Loam’s first job was to make a bridle path from Water-
fall to Paralai. When we first came up to the District we
found a trace which had been lock spitted by Mr. Gass, p.r.0.,
from Waterfall up practically to the swami coil at the top
ol the ghat. This trace formed the foundation for Loam’s
voork, and to begin with he started from where it ended and
vairied a bridle path through to Paralai, Marsh undertook
the construction of this work, The following short state-
ment of the work of road making in the Distriet may prove
interesting:

NOTE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF GHAT ROAD.

with the necessary principal branches. Again, in paragraph 6
of G.O. 694 Revenue dated 4-12-1896, the Government stated
t1at the tracing and the construction of the road were matters to
which they attached great importance and must be carried out with
<5 much expedition as possible. Mr. Mathew Loam was accord-
igly placed on special duty and directed to work under the
Superintending Engineer and also place himself in communication
with the Collector of Coimbatore in regard to the lines to he
surveyed. The actual work done by Mr. Loam to end - of
September 1897 is detailed in the statement (extract enclosed)
@ bace 7 of 6.0 No. 3321 W dated 29-11-1897. In December
1897 the then Chief Engineer submitted his notes on the opening
vp of the Anamallai hil} tracts, and made certain proposals
{extract enclosed) in paragraph 6 of his note which were approved
by Government vide G.0. 76 W dated 11th January 1898,

In March 1898, the Chief Engineer suggested among other
things, (1) the construction of a bridle path from Aliyar river
o Sirikundra, (2) the construction of Auliar road bridge, (3)
@ construction, metalling and bridging of cart road from Aliyar
fe 3% miles, and (4) the tracing and estimating for two alter-
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native routes for car road from end of road referred 1o in ()
above to Sirikundra, This was approved by Government and
the S. E. was asked to prepare plans and estimates with the
least possible delay, vide para 1 of G.0. 781 W dated 23-3-1898.
In October 1898, the Chief Engineer inspected the various routes
proposed and submitted hig notes, vide pages 2 to 5 of G.0. 3209 w
dated 15-12.1898. In para 3 (8) of the notes, the Chief Engineer
recommended the construction of a cart road from the Aliyar river
to Paralai and the construction of bridle-path from Aliyar river to
Messrs, Finlay Muir & Co.’s boundary up the Villani valley.
This was also approved by Government vide G.0. 3209 W dated
15-12-1898. The following expenditure was approved works
mentioned in the G.Qs..—

(1) Construction of a bridle-path Rs, 25,100 G.0. 960 W
from Aliyar river to Sirikundra ©  dated 13-4.98.

(2) Construction of a rest-house on Rs. 7,130 G.0. 2465 W
the Sirikundra road dated 22.9.98.

(3) Forming 2 metalled road from Rs. 2,78,500 GO. 115 w
Vannanthorai to 1034 miles of dated 20.1.60.
the Punachi ghat

(4) Construction of a bridle-path Rs, 17,000 G.0. 216 W
from Villanar 1o Valparai .. dated 31-1-00.

(5) Censtruction of a bridle-path Rs, 4500 G.O. 741 W
from Monica to Kalianapandal dated 16-3-01.
in the. Anamallaj

|
|

?
|

(6) Forming roads in the Anamal- Rs, 2,59,000 G.0. 1143 W -

lais L dated 15.4.01.

_——

Total & g, 5,91,230

[ A ‘supplementai estimate for Rs, 32,000 for improving the
first 11 miles of the ghat road was sanctioned in 1901,

The road was‘compl'e{ely restored and reopened for trafiic in
July 1903.
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ENCLOSURE 1.

Statement of work done by Mr. Loam, Executive Engineer,
on Anamallais roads :

Distance

M.  Ch.

Sketch-map

Remarks
From to

Description of work

A ‘B Ran a trace from

Michael's road to

Anagundi Pass. 1 17 This was unauthoris-
ed, but will event-
ually be useful.

Cut a bridle-path 6
wide along above
trace,

Lockspitted.

L D (leared and improv-
ed Prince of Wales
ghat so that it can
be used as a bridle- ‘ :
path. 7 60 This was also appar- ol

: ently done without +
orders, but it is ‘
eminently useful

D £ Ran a trace of 1 in work.

12 for bridle-path o
to avoid an unneces- o
sary rise and fall in
the existing path. 1 21
Cut above trace 3
wide for riding, and
lockspitted the rest. 0 42

Is F My, Loam did
nothing here except
cut a few trees. Mr.

Gass, the Forest
Officer, cleared this

{ano Bl aen
NN
W

length,

I G M. Gass’s trace, It is not clear
which Mr. Loam has whether Mr. Loam
apparently cut 6 did this or found it
wide  with  side already in  good
drains, to serve as a order,

bridle-path only.
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(¥ H Mr, Loam’s new
e trace. Length from

F 10 H, 8 0 This is the  work
Mr. Loam was order-

ed to do.
Cut & w:?ﬁe Can be He has exceeded his
converted into 3 instructions, as he
bandy track. has made it of a
‘ ‘ sufficiently eagy
: gradient for cart

I J Ran a trace from traffic.

point on bridle-path

last mientioned 114

miles from Paralai

towards  Sirikundra :

through land taken Mr. Loam is now at

up. . work on this. The
work was ordered in
this office No. 3139
C., dated 9th July
1897.

o
<

ENCLOSURE 1I.

Proposals by Mr. W. B. DeWinton, Ag. Chief Engineer,
"December 1897, Approved by Government in
*G. 0. No. 76 W dated 11th Jan. 1898.

o

- “My own opinion is that the requirements above described
are necessary for the adequate opening up of this important
planting district, and I should be glad to receive instructions
to the, following effect:—

(1) The preparation of an estimate for a cart-road from
the Aliyar river at Vannandorai via Prince of Wales’ ghat,
Punachi, Paralaj and Sirikundra, to a point in the line between
G and H on tracing, length about 45 miles, approximate cost
Rs. 3,52,000. ‘This road to follow the trace already aligned, with
the exception of the section from E to G and slight modifications
from D to E. Mr. Garrett to be directed to select a new alignment,

* where necessary, on these two sections. The estimate to include

the cost of a road bridge across the Auliar,

5
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(2) The immediate crection of the Kallar footbridge across
the Aliyar (this has already been ordered) and the immediate
improvement of the bridle-path up the ghat from the river to
Punachi.

(3) The immediate tracing and construction of a bridle-path
for the first 6 miles of the section G to H. Mr. Loam ought to
have done this already if he had obeyed his instructions, but he
has traced a line suitable for a cart-road instead.

(4) The alignment of a trace of a cart-road from Paralai to
Sirikundra, and onwards, in a loop line to a point between G and H
and the construction of a bridle-path along it, which can be con-
verted into a cart-track when funds permit. Mr. Loam is now
engaged on the first portion of this. Mr. Garrett should give him
general instructions for aligning the' remainder.”

Mathew Loam, who, as already mentioned, was detailed
by Government to make the original surveys for roads in
the district, first went up to Mount Stuart to prospect that
side of the hills, a§ he thought it might prove the best way to

get up into the District. He went out as far as Ulandi Parai,

but came to the conclusion it would not be the best way
to proceed, so in December 1896 or January 1897 he went
up to the Forest Bungalow on Waterfall Estate, stopping
there till early February, when he moved camp to Paralai

Rocks. A s

*  Loam’s instructions appear to have been to trace and

cut a bridle path from the Aliyar River to Sirikundra, but
be first traced a bridle path to Paralai, usuing the already
existing path from Waterfall Estate up to the divide, origin-

ally traced by Gass, of the Forest Department. The work

of cutting this bridle road was undertaken by Carver Marsh.
After completing this, Loam sfarted from a point at the pre-
sent zig on the main road in Paralai to trace his bridle path
through Peria Karamalai, Pachaimalai, Nadu Ar, Sirikundra,
Sholayar, the Mudis out to the rocks at Udamanparai, and
from there back to join a trace he carried down from Paralai
to Monica. He built the present P.W.D. Bungalow st Jyer-
padi, and had camps on the saddle between Nadu Ar and
Kanjimalai and under the Sirikundra grass hill.
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He also traced a_pogsible hridle ©-cart road from.the

Aliyar River, up the Vellonj Pass to thgjgﬂﬂig,_ﬂgx}g .then

S Sl

HEht through the forest to_Varatuparai, and up to Valparai.
ROCkS. e

i

into the District, and as already mentioned in De Winton’s
notes to Government jp G.0. No. 76 W dated 11th January
1898, the present trace was decided on,

It is to be observed in these notes that the Chief Engineer
says that orders had been passed to erect the Kallar foot-
bridge across the Aliyar River, but this was never done,

When the construction of the cayt road was started,
Charles Wood was appointed Engineer ip charge of con-
struction, assisted by Messrs. Lutman andg Brodie, and
Messrs. Mitchell and Mackenzie were given the contract for
most of the construction.

Loam went on leave, but he most certainly left his mark
on the District, . Starting in a vast area of evergreen jungle,

with no roads of any sort, and only a few elephant paths =

When it is remembered that he h’aol no local labour to
help him, except now and then a fey Kaders, whoge know.
ledge did not extend beyond the main routes through the

* country, that all his supplies had to ‘be brought right up

from Pollach; to his various camps by coolies, that he had
Yo get such labour as he coylq to help cut the jungle as he
traced, and 14 lockspit his taces, that for halt of each year
he had heavy south-west monsoon rain o cope with, and

living ‘as he had to in camps roughly constructed here and
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there through the jungle, it 18 wonderful how well he did
his work, and how good his traces have since proved.

As already mentioned, Charles Wood was in charge of
ile building of the cart road, and this progressed well, and
i 1903 was completed from the Aliyar River up to a point
lieyond the present Monica Estate.

With the exception of the first two miles, which was
done by Mr. Abdul Russak Sahib, and the big bridge at the
foot of the ghat, and other bridges up the road, the whole
ol the work was done by Messrs. Mitchell and Mackenzie.
Almost as soon as the road was completed, there occurred a
\remendous cloudburst just below Attykutty, with the result
some five or more miles of road surface were washed away,
and most of the culverts were blocked. It speaks volumes
fur the work done on the road, that practically nome of the
yevetments or culverts actually went.

In October 1903, H. E. Lord Ampthill, Governor of
Madras, visited the District, and officially opened the road.
A special bungalow (the present P.W.D. Bungalow), was
built at Attykutty for his visit, and I believe this bungalow,
sonstructed of dressed stone, was put up in a month, H. E.
drove from Pollachi tg; Attykuity in a high dogcart with a
pair of horses, but {ound the ghat road so steep and difficult
that from there on he rode up. . De Winton, the Collector of
Colmbatore, and the District Forest Officer _smet him at the
foot of the ghat, and they .all came on and stopped with
“wrver Marsh at the Puthutotam Bungalow which had been
Wurriedly finished especially to accommodate him. Windle
also came up for his visit. After a stay of five days in the
District, during which he toured round the small area then
under cultivation, he left for a shooting trip to the grass hills,
secompanied by Colin Mackenzie, and the party was up there
for 6 days, but had very little sport, though they saw quite
a lot of game. On two occasions, just ‘when H. E. and Colin
were petting up to a herd of bison, they were disturbed by
gevernl policemen coming over the sky-line following H. E.
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From that day to this the road has hardly been altered
at all, and most of the original revetments are still standing.

- Built many years before the introduction of motor vehicles,

it was, of course, not suitable for them, as the corners were
too sharp, and the road too narrow; but by degrees the
P.W.D. have widéned corners and broadened the road itself,
making it into the splendid road it now is.

Originally, when the construction of the ghat road was
sanctioned, Government instructed the P.W.D. to undertake

' the work, and when completed to hand it over to the Coim-

batore District ‘Board for upkeep; but on representations
being made by that body, backed by the Planters, Govern-
ment agreed to let the P.W.D. continue looking after the
road, which they have done ever since.

Carver Marsh was actually in charge of the comstruction
of the road, working under Messrs. Mitchell & Mackenzie,
but Colin Mackenzie spent most of his time in the District.




Cuaprter V

MORE PEOPLE CAME TO THE DISTRICT — NOTE ON
THE KADERS

During our first monsoon Marsh managed to plant up
a small area of 50 acres, partly with plants brought the
whole way from the Nilgiris, and partly with seedlings from
the nursery that he started as one of the first things after
his arrival in the District. The clearing was not much of a
success, as the lopping and felling had been very indifferently
done, and it was necessary in the succeeding year to do a
great deal of lopping and burning, to the detriment of the

L plants put out.

Time hung somewhat heavily on our hands during this
first monsoon, but a great deal of work was done in felling
and lopping all the big trees on about four or five acres
surrounding our temporary house, and before we finished we
became quite expert axemen.

I The second people to start opening in the district were

/ |4 Messrs. Finley Muir & Co., Ltd., who sent up Mr. J. A. Cocker

/ as their Manager in 1898. Cocker camped on the Valparai
Rocks to begin with, till he was able to make himself a
temporary house, and one of his first works was to connect
the Government bridle path at Paralai to Valparai. During
his tenure. as Manager he had several assistants, amongst
whom were the two brothers Murray and John Stuart, Fenton
and J. S. Scott, the latter of whom eventually became the
first Manager of the Sholayar Estates, and did most of the
opening there before his death.

I Following Cocker, Mr. A. H. Sharp was manager of
A&' { Valparai, and did a great deal of the opening out of the.
B / coffee and cardamoms on the Valparai and Varatuparai
Estates. Scott continued as his assistant for a considerable

time, ‘
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The next_people who came to the District were Martin,

* Bannatyne and Unwin, all from Ceylon, who came up to

inspect four blocks of land which were for sale by Windle
and Marsh and which now comprise the Stanmore Co. They
naturally stopped with us as there was nowhere else for
them to stay, andeventually agreed to purchase the land
from the vendors and asked Marsh to fell a small opening on
some central spot and to huijld a temporary house where they
could come up and live, Martin had laid out the Monica
Estate before he came up to open, in exact clearings, each
clearing being 50 acres square with belts between varying
from one to five chains in width. He started work by import-
ing a large gang of Singalese felling men. These people,
being expert axemen did excellent work, but I believe
proved unduly "expensive and were not employed after the
first year. They were certainly great experts at thejr job,
and I remember Marsh borrowing two of them to fell a tree
which seemed as if it must fal] across one of his buildings,
These axemen after a very careful survey of the tree in ques-
tion started without any ropes or other help and felled the
tree on to the exact spot on which they intended it should fall,

" well away;from the building in question. I had never pre-
viously believed that this could be done.

Martin was the first person who started surface drajns
in the Anamallais, and in all his original clearings, drains
were dug most carefully every 30 or 50 feet. ‘He was also
the first person to start tea in the District on any scale,
though Windle had planted a small clearing on Paralaj
Estate consisting of five acres of this product,

When we first started opening the District, it was laid
down that the Kaders had the right to collect all minor forest
produce on the unopened portions of estates, and we were
prevented from growing cardamoms, This product grew well

in the District, and it was not long before it was realised

that the cultivation of cardamoms would prove a very paying
Proposition. Windle approached Government, asking that
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pcrmissi:m might be granted for the opening of this crop,
and in 1899 and 1900 great arguments took place between
the estate owners and Government with reference to this
point. The Forest Department pointed out that the Kaders
had alivays had the right to collect minor forest produce and
it would be a hardship if this werc stopped, and the planters
pointed out that, whilst they did not in any way wish to
interfere with the prerogative of the Kaders and other jungle
men to collect minor forest produce throughout the jungles
not in occupation and not planted with cardamoms, they did
consider that they should have the right to plant this crop
on their own land. Eventually in December 1900, the
Forest Member, the Hon. Mr. Weir, visited the Anamallais to
go personally into the maiter. '

Paralai Estate had tentatively opened about 100 acres
for this crop and had pitted and roaded it ready to plant,
leaving, during the course of the opening such wild carda-
moms as existed. The Forest Member inspected this clearing
and as a result of his recommendations Government allowed
cardamoms to be cultivated in the District. The first methods
of doing this consisted of digging out indigenous cardamoms
found throughout the forests and using them for planting the
clearings, but at a later date seed was obtained from Ceylon
and elsewhere, proper nurseries were made, and the present
considersble area of cardamoms in the Anamallais is almost
entirely planted in this way. By degrees the Kaders, who,
when we first arrived, refused to come mear us, began to
come in, and were prepared to do certain work on the estates,
such as cutting boundaries, etc. To begin with their women-
folk kept entirely away from the estates, but as they began
to have confidence in us, they all came out and worked for
us, and in those days they were an extraordinarily cheery
crowd, always happy and laughing, and ready and willing to
enter into ‘any joke that was going. 1 remember a little
incident which showed their independence -of character and
lack of experience of Europeans. Cocker, who had some of
them working with him, sent over a letter late one evening
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to Marsh by the hands of a couple of Kaders. They arrived
at the bungalow when we were at dinner and walked straight
into the dining room. Marsh, who was naturally somewhat
surprised, sarcastically suggested that they should sit down
on two chairs, which they immediately did, much to his
astonishment and amusement. I think had he asked them
to sit down and dine with us they would have heen only too
willing te do so.

They suffered in those days terribly from smallpox, to
which they seemed particularly addicted, and on several
occasions 1 have seen whole families wiped out by this
disease. On one occasion, when Vincent had 40 or 50 of
them living on the Paralai Rocks they were attacked by

.. smallpox and fully 75% of them died, despite everything we

could do to try and save them. It was not so many years
afterwards that I managed lo get them to agree to be vaccin-

ated, since when they have not apparently suffered from this |

disease.

When we first got to know the Kaders they were more
or less divided up in two or three communities, each ruled
by a Moopen or Head man, but the head of the whole tribe
was undoubtedly Satari Moopen. This old man, who was a
great character, was practically king, and in the case of dis-
pute, his word was law, and nobody ever attempted to con-
tradict anything he decided should be done. He must have
been an old man when we first came, as one of the Halls,
then resident in the Nelliampathies, remembered him falling
down a tree in that District many years before when after
honey, and breaking his thigh, which, although it was
mended as carefully as possible, left him lame for the rest
of his life.

He lived for a great many years after we first came to

~ ‘the District, and from what it was possible to estimate, must
i have been nearly 80 when he eventually died, quite blind
‘and looked after by his grandchildren. His knowledge of

folk-lore was quite remarkable; and Vincent, who was a
; A
kf
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great linguist, and who learnt the Kader language, would'
listen to him relating the history of South India from early
days up to the time of the conquest by the English, and his
facts and figures were extraordinarily accurate. We tried to
get Vincent to write out this history as given by him, but
it was never done, and in'these days the present Kaders seem
to have lost the interest in the folk-lore of their forebears.

Of their worship, little seems to be known, but I con-
clude they are some form of Hindu, but they' have their own
private gods and goddesses, ong of which is Kaliana, who
is said to be a beautifu] white girl who lives at the top of
the falls at Kalianapandal, 1 believe the myth of a woman
living on a waterfall is " almost universal and is found
throughout such distant countries as North and South
America, Africa, ‘and India,

Their marriage customs are in some ways peculiar, as
either party can divorce the other at will if they do not like
cach other, and there appeared to be no disgrace attached to.
either as a result of the divorce, Divorcees and widows can,
and often do, remarry, The marriage ceremony [ npever
witnessed, but the bridegroom had to build a new house for-
himself and his bride, and the last part of the ceremony
consists of the bride bolting as hard as she can, and the
bridegroom catching her and bringing her into the new house,

They have 2 curious custom which is now dying
out of cuiting their front teeth into sharp points. Thurston
in his book of “Castes and Creeds in South India®
mentioned that this was a wedding custom, but I do
not think this ig quite accurate, ag quite young children had
it done to them, I once witnessed the cutting of the teeth,
wd it appeared to be a most painful proceeding. The
"ergon’s head, on whosge teeth, the operation was to be
2iafoired,  was firmly  held between the knees of
Wt nean, while another took a small knife and wooden
vttlet and  started o chip the teeth away, the knife
~¢quently slipping and cutting the gums of the wretched'

-
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patient. The result was g good ‘deal of ‘hlood and’a vers
much swollen face, but (he teeth did not appess 1o suffer,
and I have seen old men and women with apparently sood
teeth, despite the fact that they had been cul in points g
some period of their life.

Another peculiar marriage custom s, that the bride-
groom has to cut a peculiar-shaped hair comb for his bride
lo be given on the marriage day. These combs, ‘which are
two to three inches broad, are made of bamboo with various
circles and triangles etched on their top half. Vincent asked
the Kaders whether these had any significance, but they
informed him that they were simply cut at the will of the
man doing them, without any rules as to how they should
be done; yet Thurston, to whom Vincent sent a series of
these combs, found they were exactly the same as those in
use in Fiji, the only difference being that the Fijian use
certain rules for the making of their combs.

Another curious custom of the Kaders, which is, I
believe, unknown to any other forest tribe in South India,
is_ their method of tree climbing. They make hard wood
pegs about six to eight inches long, and start to work by
driving one of these into the tree three or four feet
from the ground. To this i attached a long thin stick, and
the man then gets on to the first peg and balances himself on.
it while he drives another in as high up as is convenjent,
He will go up any tree, however large, by this method; and
it is a wonderful sight to see him 40 or 50 feet from the-
ground balancing with one foot on the top peg and the other
looped under the rail below, using both hands to drive a
peg in as high as he can reach—a feat which I do not think
any civilised man ‘would care to attempt. They climb trees
of a large size simply to obtain a few annas’ worth of honey,
and they would rather do this than work on an estate,

3

&




CuaptEr VI

GOVERNMENT CLOSES LAND FOR FURTHER
PLANTING

By degrees the Anamallais was more and more opened,
and it is interesting to note that by 1900 the following areas
had been opened in cultivation:—

Name of Estate Coffee Ted Cardamoms
Paralsl L i 00 90 q3s
Castlecroft ... w0 233

Block No, 20 90 : :

Finlay Muirs Estates 400 : 550
Monica e 200 50
Upper Stanmore 50 S50 40
Lower Stanmore 125 20
Sirukunda 50

Cinnemon Grove

{Iyerpadi) 82

1,155 545 843

This perhaps was rather remarkable, considering that it
(s only in 1897 that the first planter entered this otherwise
. tinhabited country, and that in three years a ars a total of 2 543

" wores had been. plantedw As the - result of the following report

ol the Fonservator “of Forests to Government, they refused to
| jive out any further land d after the first apy apphcanmatbbeen
jranted, and it was very many years before they agr%d to
teconsider their’ deusx()n“:;nd again throw open the rest t of
thie forest for the purpose of plant ing. ~ Whether the original
Conservator was right or wrong is a question which will
never  probably be satisfactorily decided. Without the

planters, no cart road would have been built, no facilities

|
‘
!
|
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for the export of timber would have existed. and the high
capital cost entailed by making an adequate cart road intc
the Anamallais, costing as it did many lakhs of rupees, would
have proved a serious question for the Forest Department.

The Conservator of Forests in letter after letter to
Government, said that he considered that in ne case should
further land be leased out, and he put it on record that in
his opinion the land was extremely valuable from the forest
point of view, and actually estimated that it was worth
Rs. 1,000 per acre for that purpose.

» In 1899, Government appointed Mr. Latham to make a
survey of the Anamallais forests for the purpose of ascertain-
ing the value of planting timber in the District, and
Mr. Latham undertook this work, and was in the Anamallais
for a considerable period. He reported the number of trees
of each species to be found in his survey blocks, and as a
result of this, and the strong insistence of the value of the tim-
ber by the then Conservator of Forests, in 1900 Government
stopped giving out any further land for plantation purposes.
As early as 1898 the Collector of Coimbatore proposed to
the Board that all grants of further land be stopped, so even
as early as two years after the Anamallais were thrown open
for plantation purposes, Government wished to stop any
further land being opened.

In the Board of Revenue proceedings datéd 16th

February 1899, the following letter from F. Lodge, Esq., the
District Forest Officer, Southern Circle, to the Collector of
“Coimbatore, dated 9th April 1898, was read:—

“If in respect of considering annually the present stock and
_ the minimum yield per acre one considers the continuity of the
yield, it works out at Rs. 70, as follows:—

“With a heavy ramfull in these forests growth must be
fairly rapid. I estimate that it takes 80 years for trees to attain
maturity. At 112 trees per acre 14 would attain maturity; the
minimum annual outturn would be 200 x 1:4, which equals
280 cubic feet, and the net revenue at annas four per cubic foot
cquals R, 70. This is excluding the trees of xﬁkne\m quality,

e
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toft wood trees, and minor products such as mace, cinchona,
samboge, etc., which, if properly worked, cught to yield consider-
eble revenue. It is also clear that a number of valuable species
per acre would remain unchanged, whereas, under proper treat-
1aent, their number would increase. The figure arrived at, Rs. 70,
tay therefore be taken as a minimum net revenue per acre
per annum, provided the products can be brought to market. If
I have over-estimated, 1 trust that the Acting Conservator in
forwarding this note will enter his estimate, as he saw the forests
at the same time as [ did.

“The aet annual revenue from the whole area would then
sinount to Rs. 21 crores, that is to say, Rs. 70 per acre on
65,000 acres, less 16,000 acres already leased out for plantations,
and say, 19,000 acres of grass and rock (from what I saw, 9,000
would be more correct, but I wish to under- rather than over.
cstimate revenue). The development of the forests would naturally
take some time, and it would be fully 10 years before the whole
atea can be worked, as roads would have to be made, but the
wltimate yield would justify the large extra expenditure on roads:
vhereas the 3 lakhs which I understand are to be spent on a
rinin road to the cofee estates will return Government 39% of
the revenue realisable from the forests,

“Thus, frem a revenue point of view, it is distinctly preferahle
1o keep the hills under forest. There are of course several points
t> be considered, such as opening out the country and. encouraging
beal industries, employment of labour, etc., and though much
t1ay be said in this ‘connection in favour of coffee estates, there is
almost as much to be said in favour of forest estates.”

The then Conservator of Forests, Mr. Brazier, subse-
quently refers in letters to Government to the fact that the
planting ‘of coffee is very much an experiment, and that in
his opinion, with a rainfall of 150 inches, once the humus
has been washed off the top soil, it is very doubtful whether
coffee will be a permanent crop, and it seems probable that
the land will be handed back to Government as washed out
vocky hill-sides, instead of the magnificent virgin jungle
which was handed over to the planters. This would seem to
prove that the Conservator of Forests had very little know?
ledge of planting, as after nearly 40 years the coffee in the
Anamallais s, if anything, in a more flourishing condition
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than when first planted, at leass in those estatss which fiac
not turned their coffee into iea.

As already mentioned, due to the insistence of these two
officers, Government closed all land for further planting,
but apparently no steps were ever taken to make cither the
Conservator or District Forest Officer prove that they were
right in their enormous estimate . of the value of the land.
Actually, a few iron-wood trees were felled and stored close
to the cart road, but the majority of these were allowed to
rot, though seme were exported from the forest to the rail.
way, where they were said to have been rejected, but whether
this is true g‘)r‘ not,.history does not relate,

The first fallacy ‘in the estimate was that on an average
over the District there were not 112 valuable trees per acre,
nor probably a tenth of that number; and the second is that
the Pollachi price of 10 or 12 annas per cubic foot would not
show a profit of 4 annas, but a loss which would probably
have stopped any use ever being made of the forests as they
existed in those days. At the present time, due to the facili-
ties now existing for the export of timber, the Forest Depart-
ment are working on a fairly large scale on the export of
sleepers for the railways, and this is, I understand, proving
a fairly profitable business, but it is a very different matter
to do this now that the District has been opened and explored
by the planters, than it would have been had the Forest
Department had to do the whole of the road-making and
opening on their own account.




CuartER VII

COLIN MACKENZIE — THE FIRST EXPEDITION TC
THE GRASS HILLS — THE FIRST WOMAN IN
IHE  DISTRICT -- 1903. ANAMALLAI PLANTERS
ASSOCIATION — 1911. GOVERNMENT REOPENS LAND

As time went on more and more people visited the Dis-
trict.  Charles Wood, who has been previously mentioned in
this history, was a man of considerable talent, with a great
lnowledge of all sorts of subjects amongst which was betany.
115 headquarters were at Kootoor, and Colin Mackenzie also
lind a temporary house there, and most evenimgs they used
li go for a walk after tea. They always went the same way,
ind passed a certain tree, and every evening Wood would
#ik Colin its name, and every evening the same performance
tnok place. Colin would stop, seize his beard with one hand,
W1 bits of it, and comb it out, and say, “Of course I know,
1w fei me think,”. but every evening Charles Wood had to
1l him the name. : :

We used to see a lot of Wood, and his assistants Lutman

md Brodie, and they formed a great addition to our small
COinmunity. : '

Colin Mackenzie was at that time one of the best known
Ulinters in South India. Tall, slight, with abnormally long -
Lily and arms, he was a great character in the hunting
Lild at Ooty, and to see him in his later days when I knew
lin, galloping down the steepest hills, always mounted on
ponies not up to his weight, with his beard flying out on -
tinth sides of his head,.was a sight to make the timid tremble.
Nothing daunted him, and nothing stopped him, and even
tiwards the end, when he was an old man, he refused to go
i the meets by car, and always rode. i

When Carver Marsh first went to the Anamallais, Colin
¢t him a rough sketch map showing his carip sites on the




grass hills, and smongs. thear was ope on the wop of Peria
Karamalai Hill. On the nrst occasion of Colin’s visit to
Paralai, we went up tc the top of Parala: Rocks after tee
one evening, and there Carver drew him out on the question
‘of his map, and pulied his leg about having a camp on top
of Peria Karamalai, where there is no water, and a camp
would have been impossible. Of course Colin had mistaken
the name of the hill, but he would not admit it, and after
much pullmg and combing of his beard, he assured us he
had had his camp there, giving as the reason for it that he
did not want to disturb the grass hills by camping on them.

One of the first things that we tried to do was to find s
way up to the grass hills, and during the first monsoon, des-
pite the fact that we had been having heavy rain, Marsh
decided one morning that as there appeared to be a bresk,
and it was probable we were in for ten days’ fine weather,
we would try to get to the top of Peria Anamallai hill next
morning. We had no Kaders at the time with us, but
borfowed an old rather useless Kader and a Pulliah from
‘Loam. Neither of them knew the way beyond a certain
point, however we set out at 6 A.M., armed with an 8-bore
rifle and a small weapon, with a few sandwiches and the two
-guides. = All went well to begin with when it began to
rain, but we carried on and made our way to the foot of the
precipice on the western side, through about two miles of
the most terrible bamboo scrub I have ever seen. Through
this we clambered. The two jungle men were light, and
walked over it, Marsh who was not very heavy was also able
to go over most of it, but my big weight dragged me into it
at every step. We arrived at the foot of the precipice, hot,
wet and covered with leeches, but still Marsh insisted upon
going on, and we climbed the knife ridge up the western
end to the top, in one place only being able to proceed by
one of the jungle man climbing on to my shoulders and so
getting on to the ledge above, where he tied a cloth and so
we pulled ourselves up. Arriving at the top it was 5o misty
that one could not see a yard. It waséxammg hard and

6
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cliwitg s gale, and it looked as if the two jungle men would
cullapse and die, and it was only by pouring the little
whisky we had in a flask down thejr throats that we got them
¢iog again. We got back late that night, and you can
inagine what the journey was like, when I tell you we chose
a five-inch monsoon day on which to make it.

Alfter monsoon we made another attempt. Instead of going
up Peria-Anamallai we made for the grass hills in the place
where the path now comes out, We were lucky to Kave some
cocent jungle people with us, and after a Jot of prospecting,
*isaged to get up to the grass hills, where we made a small
«ut1p and stopped two or three days exploring all the higher
sarls of the country. Somewhere about the end of that year,
~iinte Hodson und Church came up and stopped with Carver,
#od we took them up to the grass hills, having the most
cotafortable camp on the edge of the grass where one first
¢ui1es up.  We had cleared the path fairly thoroughly by
then, and managed to get, pack-bullocks to carry our kit
Gine was plentiful though we saw very few bison worth
shooting, though actually Hodson and Church got a good
"t each.

By degrees we worked our way up on to the frontier at
rutamalai where we pitched our camp consisting of two
s vl dents.  Next morning, a really howling north-east
" onsoon started, and we were held up in our camp for four
five days quite unable to move, as we had no knowledge
whaitever of the country and could not see 3 yard in front
of us. We .had not amongst us even a pack of cards or a
bouk, and I remember, we were terribly bored, Eventually
we managed to find our way back into the Konalar, where
our ceatral camp was.

The first Planter’s wife that ever visited this District
i Mis. Bannatine, who came up with him shortly after
fity were married, followed by Mrs. Fenton who came out
i2 2 bride from England. They must have found the country
wirwrdiadly vough and  difficult to live in, but both
tirased able to vope with the difficulties and appeared happy.
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" .After Fenton’s departure, Watts succceded. e fad b,
{or many years in this country as a planter in Mysoze. Loorg
and the Nelliampathies, and at one time had besn in charge
of James Finlay’s estates in the latter District, wid had
opened a great deal of land for them. When we kiow hir,
he was an elderly man. He had a curious habit of elways
having two or three coolies with him wherever he wen?, one -
carrying an umbrella, another a walking stick, and the third
something else. I do not think he ever went round the estate
without at‘least one or two such henchmen following him.
The District extended by degrees, but it looked as if it had
come to very much a dead end after the first eight or nine
years, as Government refused to give out any further land,
and at one time it looked as if it might end by being a small
isolated district with very few inhabitants and a very small
acreage under cultivation. After Sharp left to return to the
High Range, he was succeeded by George L. Duncan.

The Anamallais Planters’ Association was first started
at an informal meeting convened by Mr. G. L. Duncan at
the Valparai bungalow on the 13th June 1003.. The following
gentlemen were -present:—

, Mr. P. W. E. Watts, |

Mr. G. L. Duncen, e

Mr.C. R T Cbn?grgvé_y,,

Mr. O. A. Bannatine,

' Mr. G. A Marsh. |

It was prpp'osefd‘ by Mr. Duncan and seconded by
Mr. Bannatine that a District Association should be formed,

to be called the Anamallai’ Planters’ Association. Mr. O. A.
Bannatine took the Chair at this meeting, and Mr. G. A.
Marsh was appointed first Honorary Secretary. The original
labour rule, which has been in force ever since that date,
was first introduced at that meeting, when the following
resolution, proposed by Mr. Bannatine and seconded by
Mr. Duncan, was carried unanimously: “'I'!ist in the event of
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aay dispute arising regarding local labour the maistry
bringing up the coolies has the first claim on their services.”

~ Although many years have lapsed since that date, the
rule seems to have been very little altered.

The first General Meeting of the Association was held at
Valparai on 11th July 1903, at which the following were
present i—

Mr. Duncan,

Mr. Congreve,

Mr. Watts, w

Mr. Marsh,

Mr. Windle,

Mu. Scott,’

Mr. Vincent.

i Windle took the Chair. The Honorary Secretary reported
ihat from all he had communicated with regarding member-
Wiy, he had received a favourable reply. The rules and

I s-laws of the Association, which had been drawn out, were’

tlen gone into and adopted, and the Honorary Secretary was
itked to circularise them. The question of representation at
the Annnal General Meeting of the Upasi was brought up,
ind the Honorary Secretary informed the meeting that
My, Hodgson had agreed to act as delegate. It is curious to
fiote that at the second meeting of the Association, the ques-
tion of a harbour on the West Coast had already come up,
11l this Association were very strongly in support of it

As before mentioned, in October 1903 His Excellency
lie Governor of Madras, Lord Ampthill, visited the District
il opeaed the road. The road had actually been opened
fup traflic some time previously, but due to a cloudburst,
\ (irmous damage had been done and large sections of the
' et pare of the ghat had been more or less washed away,
il 10 was only a ehort time before the visit of His Excellency
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that the road had been repaired. His Excellency opened the
Meeting of the Planters at the Monica Bungalow at which
various points were put before him for his consideration.
The question of the leases was brought up, and I append a
copy of the address that was presented to His Excellency
‘and of his reply, as well as the notes made at a further, and
entirely informal, meeting at which he was present in the
District.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HON'BLE
ARTHUR OLIVER VILLIERS,
BARON AMPTHILIﬁ G.Cl1E,
GOVERNOR OF MADRAS.

May it please your Excellency,

We, the Representatives of the Anamallai Planters’ Associa-
tion, have great pleasure in heartily welcoming Your Excellency
on the occasion of the first visit paid by a Governor of Madras
to these Hills, and we are encouraged, by the sympathetic attitude
which you have shown when enquiring into local conditions and
- industries, to put before you our suggestions for the further
encouragement of planting in this—the youngest, and, we venture
. to say, the most promising—District, which, nevertheless, is
suffering, in common with all others, from the present Coffee
crisis caused by over-production in Brazil.

"In a previous Address to Your Excellency on the occasion
of your Excellency’s visit to Coimbatore, we mentioned briefly
the progress made by this District up to that time. We have
now to record the practical completion of the Ghaut Road and
its re-opening after the damage done by the unprecedented storm
of December last.

We would also bring to your Excellency’s notice the progress
made in production.

Exclusive of the Waverley and Waterfall Estates, in the Season
1900-01, some 134 tons of Coffee were sent off; in 1901-02,
. 10% tons, and last season 1902-03, 74 tons were harvested.

The crop now on the trees is estimated at 136 tons, with every
prospect of a steady increase in the future.
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Cardamom crops for the last two seasons are: 1901-02
1,300 Ibs.; for 1902-03, 18,515 Ilbs.; and the crop now coming
forward is estimated at 34,500 lbs.

Tea has not yet been manufactured, but a large factory is
now in course of erection on Monica Estate.

This season’s crop is estimated at 50,000 lbs., and the follow-
ing crop at 150,000 lbs.

Cinchona and rubber show promising growths,

We beg to draw your Excellency’s attention to the fact that
in the acute struggle for planting existence, we find ourselves
handicapped by certain stringent terms in our leases. Feeling
sure, as we do, that it ingour Excellency’s desire to assist the
Planting Industry in all reasonable ways, we venture to ask for a
revision of the leases on the following points:—

(1) Prohibition of Free Trade in Timber from Leased Land———
By Section 4 of the Lease, the Lessee is prohibited from sendmg

any timber beyond the Anamallai Forest limits, except on pay-
ment of a heavy seignorage, and Section 3 seems intended to .
prevent the cutting of any trees, except for the purposes of ;
elearing for Cultivation or Buildings. Section 9 prohibits the
cutting of any trees, in the lessee’s unopened land, of a certain

class, named in Schedule 4. Most of these trees are deciduous
and do not exist in our forests, but we would ask for the omission
from the Schedule of Artocarpus Hirsuta and Calophyllum
Elatium, if not for the withdrawal of the Schedule. And, in
asking permission to cut and trade freely in timber from our own
lands, we would point that this would involve the withdrawal of
Section 14 which gives Government rights over trees in the
“excepted” list. We consider that the permission now asked
for would lead to a very appreciable Ghaut Traffic, and assist us
also by giving return loads to carts bringing up grain when crop
is not available.

(2) Minor Forest Produce—~Section 5 prohibits Lessee from
trading in articles of minor Forest Produce from his own land.
We respectfully ask that the right in these articles may be vested
in the lessee, as is usual elsewhere.

(3) Plantation Products—We would suggest that Rubber

be included, and that Cardamoms as already stipulated, be also
added.
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(4) Rents—As the question of remission of Assessment hus
been taken up by the United Planters’ Association, and will, no
doubt, come before your Excellency in due course, we will not
touch upon this point here.

Y

It is true that the terms of the leases, as they now stand,

- were agreed to by, the lessces when they entered into possession,

but neither lessees tor lessor could then foresee the present straits
of the Planting Industry,

(5) In the reply to our former petition, Your Excellency
agreed that the construction of branch roads was necessary,
though it might not be possible to provide money for that purpose
ag fast as we could wish. We fully recognise this, and propose
that a Branch Bandy Road be taken from Paralai through
Puthutotam, Castlecroft, and Upper 'Stunmum, joining up with
the present Government Bandy Road at Monica, and (2) that
this Road be linked up by a Bridle Path to where the present
Sirikundra Road now ends; (3) that the Kalianapandal bridle-
path be widened into a Bandy Road.

. We would point out that these Roads, if cut, would serve
some 1,980 acres of cultivated land which, at present, cannot
‘use the Government Bandy Road.

We venutre to express our strong desire that the excellent
Ghaut Road now made may not be handed over to the District
Board, but continue to be kept up by the P.W.D. The handing
over of the Road was originally contemplated in G.O. Revenue,
dated 28th September, 1896, but we believe we are correct in
stating that the District Board is without Funds, which would
enable it to do any sort of justice to the up-keep necessary, and
a failure would replace us in our old position of depending
entirely on cooly and bullock transport, whilst the Expenditure
in making the Ghaut Road would have been in vain, Moreover,
in paragraph 2 of Resolution, Forest, No, 466-A, dated 3rd
October 1896, it is evident that Government intended immediate
construction of the Road, and recognized that “the opening out
of the tract” depended greatly upon this construction. We venture
to think, therefore, that we, who have worked for over six years
without the assistance of that road may fairly’ ask that a sufficient
provision may be made for its upkeep or that it may remain in
the hands of the P.W.D.




His Excellency’s Reply:—

GENTLEMEN,—One of my principal objects in my coming
to Coimbatore was to glean information from those who are per-
sonally acquainted with the needs of the District, and I am
therefore glad to have met you and to have had this opportunity
of hearing you. I am sadly aware that the planters of Southern
India are in none too prosperous a condition, and this naturally
inclines me to listen with readiness and sympathy to their
representations. The remarks you have made are therefore
thoroughly appropriate to this occasion which you have chosen for
offering me a welcome for which I heartily thank you.

I am glad to find that you appreciate the policy of opening
up the Anamallai Hills and that fair progress has been made
in planting operations in the lands already leased out. The ghat
cart road has unfortunately suffered heavy damage owing to excep-
tional rains, but funds have been sanctioned for repairing the
road. The construction of branch roads is no doubt, as you say,
necessary for the iexpansion of planting, and your request that
the necessary branch road should be laid out and the right-of-way
over other leased lands acquired at an early date in order to
obviate unnecessarily heavy expenditure on compensation appears
to be reasonable and shall have my careful attention. The
construction of the Ghaut road has, however, cost a great deal
more than was originally anticipated, and I am afraid that it
may not be possible to provide money for the construction of
hranch roads as fast as you might wish. !

You draw my attention in this conmnection to the’ question
of the interpretation of clause 29 of the agreement which stipulates
that the lessee should pay the compensation awarded by the
Collector for land acquired for “all or any branch roads” con-
structed by the lessee in or through the lands of the neighbouring
Jessees, and you claim as a matter of right to have one right-of-way
to the land leased, free of all cost. I have had not sufficient time
to examine this question closely but lel do so on my return to
headquarters.

I shall be glad to do everything in my power towards further-
ing the extension of local railway enterprise in this Presidency.
The way has been ploneered by the Tanjore District Board and
1 trust that the efforts of the Coimbatore District Board to bring
about the construcion of a line from Podanur to Dindigul may
be crowned with success. The proposals of the District Board
to levy the railway cess have been approved by Government, and
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the District Board, in endeavouring to interest the investing
in England, is adopting the only course which affords any prospect
of the early completion of the project. Its inclusion in the “All
India Programme” for many years to come is out of the question.
The Finance Member of the Viceroy’s Council remarked in his
Financial Statement that the requirements for the Capital Ex-
penditure on Railways are growing larger year by year, and
that the fulfilment of these requirements threatens to absorb the
whole of the Capital resources of the Government of India leaving
little or nothing for new comstruction.

As T remarked yesterday in replying to the address of the
landholders of Coimbatore, the Government defers, for the pre-
sent, making any pronouncement of the choice of route until the
surveys have been completed and the opinions of the Railway

. Companies interested have been considered.

In conclusion, let me assure you once more that it has been
a pleasure to me to have met you, and that 1 shall carefully bear
in mind what you have said. _

Copy of notes sent to H.E’s Private Seeretary:—

Plantation Products: His Excellency the Governor, we believe,

" considered our request that Rubber might be included in the

achedule of Plantation Products, quite reasonable.

Cardamoms were also admitted as such by Government after
the Agreements to lease were signed.

We respectfully request that these two products be included
in the Schedule when the Leases are drawn up.

Branch Roads were fully discussed and put before His
Excellency gnd Mr. de Winton has full details of these.

We sincerely trust His Excellency will find it possible to
meet the Planters’ wishes in this matter.

We should, however, like to point out that if these roads are
to be constructed this year, it is desirable that the works should
be commenced st an early date, as such works cannot be embarked
upon during the Monsoon.

Free Trade in Timber. As His Excellency considered the

request for Free Trade in Timber inadmissable, we would urge

that at least we be allowed to trade in the timber from our

cultivated land, as at present this timber is absolutely wasted,

. lying rotting where it falls, the Forest Department having no right

to remove timber on such lands. &
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One of our chief objects in making this, we venture to say,
ltost reasonable request, is to facilitate our Transport arrange-
ments, as at present there is great difficulty in obtaining carts,
owing to their inability to secure return loads, which would be
obviated if this point were conceded.

Minor Forest Produce. His Excellency having requested as
much further information on this subject ‘ag possible, we would
with due respect point out that in asking “that the right in these
articles be vested in the Lessee, as is usual elsewhere”, we did
not make this request for the sake of the value of the Minor
Forest Produce itself {which is practically nothing), our sole
obiject being to prevent the Kaders from coming into our
Cultivated Clearings and stealing our crops wholesale. Since
His Excellency’s visit to these Hills, large quantities of Cardamonms
have on at least five occasions been stolen from cultivated portions
-f the Valparai Estate, the loss on this Estate alone being estimated
at from two to three thousand pounds, It is not too much to say
that if some means cannot be found to prevent these, what might
e termed organized raids, it is questionable if Planters will not
liave to abandon their cultivated Cardamoms, The Kadars’
position need not be affected by prohibiting them from coming on
to our leased lands, because out of the 80 square miles only 19,000
aaes have been leased out to Planters, and of this 19,000 acres,
seine 4,000 acres are already under Cultivation, and the amount
ot Minor Forest Produce upon the remaining 15,000 acres can
scarcely be worth collecting,

We respectfully suggest that the wholesale way the Kaders
have stolen, and are stealing, the Planters’ cultivated produce,
entirely exonerates Government from any promise they may have
made to the Kaders; and we would also point out that when
the agreement to Lease was drawn up, Cardamoms were only
kaown as a Minor Forest Product, whereas they are now
recognized by Government as a Plantation Product, a contingency
that was not allowed for when the Agreement to Lease was made.

The Government having graciously conceded us the right
to cultivate Cardamoms, it is not unreasonable, we think, to pray
for some rigorous measures which would protect us from the
countinued depredations of these Jungle Tribes. In conclusion,
we would mention that two Kaders, part of a large Gang, are
under arrest, having been caught in the act of conveying a large
quantity of Cardamoms from the Varattuparai_Estate.

®
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The followihie e ontedl o ihe' Cultivation 31 1.
Anamallais in September 1906 are intercsting:

Being opened
i e, during Current
} ‘ Season—
; E September 1906.
Paralai S 580 acres | 50 acres
Kaliandepandal 0] ey 350 .,
Upper & Lower Stanmore ... 804 50
Valparai & Varattuparai ... 1360 S 2500
Monica 325 0 500
Castlecroft (Naduar) ol2
Korangamudi : S0
Puthutotam 450 b
Total ... ! 4,693 acres. 800 acres.

On Iyerpadi about 80 acres had been opened in Coffee
but had Leen abandoned.

In September 1906, H. E. Sir Arthur Lawley, Governor
of Madras, paid a visit to the District, stopping at the
Puthutotam Bungalow, and on the 28th he attended an in-
formal ‘meeting on the Planters’ Association, at which matters
of interest were discussed. " H. E. lunched with the Associa-
tion after this meeting.

In 1909, between the 9th and 19th of June, Mr. R. D.
Anstead, the newly appointed Scientific Officer for Plantation
Products, visited the District. This was the start of the
various Scientific Stations, and of the officers who from then
on have worked at problems affecting plantations products
directly under the rule of the UP.ASIL; and it certainly
marked a great advance in planting history when Mr. Anstead
was appointed.

- At a meeting held on the 16th February 1910, the

. Honorary Secretary, Mr. C. H. Brock, reported that at last

after thirteen years, the leases for the land held in the Dis-
trict were ready to be issued. It sedfied at the time

U R ST N P RS
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vxtraordinary that it should have taken so long to get these
rases issued, but looking back now there does appear to
tiave been sorae excuse, inasmuch as in the original agree-
aent to lease it was laid down that the Forest Department
tad to make a survey of each and every estate, and of the
tand opened in each every seasom, which proved in practice
i¢ be almost impossible with the staff available for the work;
:nd it was not until the clause dealing with the surveying of
wne opened land was altered that the leases could be issued.

In 1911 Government decided at last to throw open more
fand for plantation purposes in the District, and it was only
then that the real development of the District started, but
owing to war breaking out in 1914 little was done till after
its termination in 1918, after which time development
increased very fast, and many new estates came into being.

Sometime about 1915 the District Association were
approached by the Dewan of Cochin, Mr. (now Sir Joseph)
Bhore regarding the possibility of bringing the then existing
tramway, which terminated at Perumbukolam, into the Dis-
trict. This tramway had been in use for some years trans-
gociing to the West Coast the magnificent teak and blackwood
wiaich abounded along the rivers, and the Cochin Durbar
thought it might prove advantageous both to the Cochin
“tate and the Planting Community in this District if it could
be extended. In 1915 a deputation consisting of Messrs.
Robinson, Simcock, Scott and myself went down to Trichur
to interview the Dewan, and were his guests there for
several days. The result of the interview appeared satis-
factory, and in the following year arrangements were made
to have the first survey undertaken, which was completed
the same year. Another interview with the Dewan took
place in Coimbatore, when Messrs. Marsh, Robinson, Simedck,
-and myself were present, and subsequent intérviews and
conferences were held in Ernakulam; but in the end nothing
was done.

w
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Since that date there have been constant correspondence
and at least ‘three or four interviews with the Cochin and
Travancore Governments on the subject of possible roads,
and surveys have been done, and there is at the present time
a great possibility that ere long a road may be constructed
from the District™to Cochin Harbour, which will undoubtedly
be of great benefit to the District.

It is interesting to note that in 1916 the acreage under
cultivation in the district was as follows, and that 21 estates
were members of the Anamallai Planters’ Association :—-

Coffee .. 2,256 acres
" Tea 6012
Cardamoms ¢ e 2305 4
Rubber ... st 115060
Rubber and Coffee .., 421 i
Cinchona S . 290.
Other products s 18 .

Total ... 13,317 acres

In 1927 the Government of Madras decided to alter the
old forest leases and in place to substitute putia leases, and
after some correspondence between Government and the
owners of the land this was carried through.

The present Anamallai Club was opened in the same
year, and since then has fulfilled a great want in the District.
The old Club was pulled down, and the Mudis and the
Kaliandepandal Clubs were closed down. The present Club
has a good football and cricket ground, a small golf course,

and several tennis courts.
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- CumaptEr VIII

THE ROPEWAY — PYKARA HYDRO-ELECTRIC PLANT
— A. P. A. PRESENT ACREAGE OF CROP

About 192425 considerable transport difficulties began
to be experienced. The only available means of transport
were country caris, never easy on the somewhat steep
gradients of the road, and insufficient in number as traffic
increased.

Again it was realised that if anything in the nature of
a landslide occurred on the road, the only outlet, the district
would be completely cut off for an indefinite period, and
with an increasing labour force to feed, this eventuality could
not be contemplated.

After many meetings, and largely due to Mr, H. L.

~ Pinches, at that time Ceneral Manager of Messrs. James

Finlay & Company’s interests in South India, a company was
incorporated in November 1926 to construct a Ropeway from
the district, with an authorised capital of Rs. 7,64,400.

This money being found by the Companies and Estates
in the district, Messrs. James Finlay & Co., Lid., were
appointed Secretaries of the company and the registered office
is at No. 1, Clive Street, Calcutta.

The original Board of Directors were:
H. L. Pinches (Chairman).

C. R. T. Congreve (Managing Director).
Sir Fairless Barber (Director).

Capt. E. Johnson do.
J. S. Nicolls - do.
T. C. Crawford do.

The erection of the Ropeway was under the supervision
of Mr. J. Paterson, whose services were lent by Messrs. James

Finlay & Co., Ltd.
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.. Mr, Paterson who did a very fine piece of work, under
great difficulties was the first Engineer Manager and held
the post until 1932, when Mr. Simmons took over, and still
continues in the post.

When the Rggeway was completed it was decided by
the Board that the Company should take over all transport
between estates and the rail head in Pollachi, and a fleet of
lorries were- purchased to deal with transport from the top
station of the Ropeway to estates, and a contract made for
the transport between the bottom station and Pollachi.

The Ropeway started work in 1928-29 and the tonnage
carried during the first year amounted to 15,000 tons. The
present day transport amounts to 27,000 tons annually.

The present Lorry Fleet consists of 23 vehicles, most of
which have been fited with Producer Gas Plants manufactured
in the Ropeway Company’s own Workshop, The plants give
an excellent performance and have reduced the petrol con-
sumption from 14,700 gallons to 400 gallons per annum.
During the period since the Ropeway first started the lorry
fleet have travelled well over two million miles without injury
to any person or other vehicle, a fine record.

Since war broke out the changing over from petrol to
gas has been greatly accelerated so as to save as much petrol
as possible, and the foregoing figures prove that this has been
very efficiently achieved.

The Company have transported very large numbers of
railway sleepers for the Forest Department, and have also
invested a sum of Ra, 3,70,000 in defence bonds, some of the
amount in interest free bonds,

| Since its| inaugnration the Ropeway has proved an un-
qualified success and has dealt adequately and quickly with
all transport to and from the district, and the nightmare of
transport (a very real one in the days before its start), has
disappeared. This is largely due to the hard work and care
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exercised by Mr. Simmons, to whose genius is also due the
excellent gas producer plants now in use on the lorries
belonging to the Company.

The following is a description of the Ropeway drawn
up by Mr. Simmons, the Engineer Manager:—

~ Leaving the Main Road from Pollachi to Anamallai Ghat
Road at Mile 38/4, and proceeding along our private road
for a distance of about 14 mile, we come to our Bottom or
Vannanthorai Station which is 895 ft. above Sea Level. The
Station consists of a large godown measuring 100 ft. long and
75 ft. wide. This is known as a Terminal Station, the Rope
passing round a Tension wheel.

Supposing we take a trip on a Carrier and traverse the
full length of the Ropeway, we first pass over flat cultivated
land and then cross the Aliyar river. - From there we start
climbing and cross over the Main Ghat Road at 1289 ft.
above sea level. From there onwards, the gradient is steep
and we climb rapidly to Velonie Angle Station—elevation
2607 ft. having by this time covered only 3890 yards, and
passed over 21 Trestles.

Velonie Station is a 42° Angle Station and from here
the Rope is driven, to Vannanthorai. It also forms a Terminal
Station for the next section to Attakatti.

Leaving Velonie ~Station, we commence to climb
rapidly passing over jungle and boulder strewn country. It
js in this section that we have to negotiate the steepest
gradient on the whole of the system viz, 1 in 3. At the
top of this section which is virtually a side of a precipice
we climb to 3390 ft. From the top of this hill, we drop
equally steeply down into Attakatti Angle Station—elevation
3104 ft. This Station forms an Angle of 82° and lies in
a valley, and is one of the most “difficult” stations on the
whole of the scheme.

1
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In recent vears, it has been converted {o & deiven, o

Terminal Station, driving to Velonie,

On leaving the Station, we continue to climb but not
so rapidly, over undulating country, till we arrive at Water-

fall Stalion—elevation 3699 ft. passing through Thottinrs
daku Angle Station 139° en route. Waterfall is a Doubic
Driving Station of 120° driving on the one side to Attakatti

and in the opposite dircction to Iyerpady.

At Waterfall we find Ropeway Headquarters where our
Office -and Workshop and Power House are situated. The
latter consists of 187 KW Hydro-Electric Generating Set
which transmits its power to Waterfall, Attakatti and Velonie
Stations, all sections being electrically driven through
Reduction Gearing.

From Waterfall, we proceed to Iyerpady passing over
Waterfall and Mount Stuart Tea Estates—the latter provid-
ing the highest elevation over which the Ropeway traverses,
the maximum elevation being 4572 ft. Over Waterfall Estate
we pass over the highest Trestle on the system—which is
120 ft. high.

Immediately after leaving Mount Stuart, the largest
clear span—719 yards or say % mile—between Trestles
has. to be negotiated. This means crossing a huge valley,

the Rope itself being some 200 to 300 ft. above ground level.

From here onwards, the Rope travels more or less at
the same elevation until reaching Iyerpady or Top Station

it drops to 4007 ft.

Iyerpady Station consists of a large godown 150 ft. long
and 50 ft. wide. It is at this Station that Tea and other
Produce from the District are received from the fleet of
lorries; the fleet of lorries consisting of 23 vehicles.

The total No. of Trestles on the system is 90 and
altogether 555 Sheaves are in operation.
b
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The total length of the Ropeway is 9-04 miles, the dis-
turce by Road between the Top: and Bottom Stations being
20 miles.

Goods the Ropeway carries consists mainly of Exports
-—Tea, Coffee, Cardamoms, Cinchona Bark and Railway
Sleepers; Imports—Rice, Bazaar Goods, Building Materials,
Machinery and every kind of merchandise.

At the present time negotiations are being carried out
with the Cochin Government regarding a western outlet from
Vlalakiparai Estate to Chalakudi and at long last it looks
w3 we shall in the course of the next two years have a
waally gooc road between these two points, This will make

an cnormous difference to the amenities of the district, will

connect up the district on the west with Cochin Harbour,
give an alternative outlet, and probably cheaper transport
and living expenses for everybody. The thanks of the district
ar: due to Mr. R. Walker, the Managing Director of the
Repeway for all his hard work in this and many other
directions.

3 * ¥ *

About 193032 the Madras Government started the
Pyiara Hydro-Electric Plant, and in 1933.34 brought this
power into the disirict after certain negotiations had taken
place with the Companies and Estates,

To begin with only certain factories agreed to take
pover, as most of them had existing power plants of sorts,
nstly of the producer gas type, but by degrees more and
n'ore have taken power, and at the present time 21 factories
employ Pykara Power; to say nothing of the township at
Valparai, most of the bungalows in the district, the clubs,

i
ey

Great banks are due to Sir Henry Howard the Main
Lhief Electyical Engineer to the Government of Madras who
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i proved his contention that given cheap electrical power more
and more people would employ it. :

It is difficult in these days to look back to the time
when there was no electric light anywhere except in the
- few estates which had their own electric plants.

#* £ #* * &*

The Anamallai Planters’ Association has steadily in-

‘:;;’f“ creased in size and importance, and at the ‘present time
- i . represents the following acreage :—
‘ Tea 017 4] Acres.
L Coffee 281861 do.
iy Cardamoms i 3,700:11 do.
} Cinchona i 311:44  do.
3 ‘ Rubber i 05000  do.
o 83,192+57 do.

- Crops harvested during the last year were as follows:—

. ‘ Tea VL e 000717  Lbs.
o Coffee i 10,009% Cwis. ;
Cardamoms o 20,287% Lbs,
Cinchona i 89,860  Lbs.
Rubber .« No figures.

It must be remembered that during this year tea restric.
tiop has been in force, and a number of Estates have been
restricted. The 'above figures do not include the Government

~Cinchona Plantations. S

It will be seen from the above how this district ixas
expanded since 1900, until it js now the largest in British
South India, and second only to the High Range in the whole
planting area of South India. ‘




CuarteEr IX
GAME

‘ When we first went up to the Anamallais, there was very
'little game anywhere, as the jungle was too thick for such
beasts as sambhur or jungle sheep; and bison, though pre-
sent throughout the country, were generally to be found
close to some open space such as Paralai, Valparai, Siri-

| kundra, the grass hill behind Nadu Ar, etc.

Elephants infested the whole country between November

' and March, when the lower slopes of the hills became too

hot for them, and when the fires started and the flies got
bad. They came up from both the valley below Valparai,
down towards Cochin, and from the valley below the. Mudis.

Huge herds took up their residence in places which
;suited them, where there was water, bamboo scrub, etc., and
'it was almost certain that in a walk from Paralai to Nadu Ar
| one would meet at least one lot somewhere, and often several
Ediﬁ‘erent herds. I remember on one occasion when we went
| up to the grass hills locating five separate herds on the way.

~ These elephants ‘did very little damage to cultivation,

except when they slid down a steep slope which happened °

to be planted up.

Carver Marsh had planted up with plantains a small area

of low-lying land on Paralai, close to the jungle, where he’

also had some large coffee nuseries, and the elephants found
these plantains, and night after night they used to return
to feed on them, till there was nothing but the roots left,
and we sat and watched them kicking out these roots, and
splitting them up and eating them. The coffec nursery
ceased to .exist, as the herd used to walk backwards and
forwards across it daily.

 -In thevjunglé beyond this low-lying bit, there was a
-small sheet rock on the edge of a large block of bamboo

F.r
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scrub, and this was a favourite place for the elephants to
spend the day; and we used to go up there and sit in trees
close to the bamboo watching the elephants feeding and
moving about. On one.occasion Marsh and Vincent actually
saw a female elephant give birth to its young. The elephants
had certain well défined paths which they had probably used
for centuries to move about the country, and though the jungle
was felled along these paths, the elephants still continued
to use them for many years, irrespective of whether they had
to pass close to houses or not. One such path went close
to the old bungalow on Nadu Ar, and every season elephants

used to pass close by during the night when they made their
annual migration that way.

When Sirikundra was first opened by Martin, he built
a large set of cooly lines in the tea, and round it cut a deep
eleplwit trench. This worked quite all right so long as
coolies were in residence; but as, during the ten months they
were there, the large trench used to get more or less filled
in (owing chiefly to coolies making paths across it),
when they went down to the low country, elephants on at

least two separate occasions in different years got across the

drain and walked right through the building, pulling it down
behind them. The wild elephant is naturally a curious crea-
ture, and loves going to see what things are; and Loam’s
camps, with their corrugated iron roofings, were constantly
being pulled down, and the roofing smashed to bits; and
one sometimes saw large sheets bent up against the corruga-
tions, with two large holes punched right through by a bull
elephant’s tusks,

On the upper grass hills bison abounded, and on two
separate occasions when sitting on a hill I have counted over
100 beasts, consisting of herds numbering up to 25 animals,
solitary bulls, and small lots here and there. - The Nilgiri
thar is present in enormous numbers, and I have often seen
lots of well over 100. The big bucks do not seem to mix
with the herds except during the rutting season, which
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appears to extend from about the middle of May to the end
of September.

Marsh and I were up on the hills hundreds of limes,
sometimes for as long as a month or more, more often for
week-ends, and there is not a month in the year that I have
not been up, even during the worst monsoon period. I there-
fore claim to have some knowledge of the thar, and my
opinion is that the saddle, which is such a feature of the
full-grown buck, is simply a ruiting coat. We have been up
on the hills in March, and have seen small lots of buck feed-
ing a long way from any herd and have gone up every 15 days
after that till the middle of May and have watched the same
beasts, always in the same place, slowly growing their saddle,
till eventually I shot one of them, My experience seems to
show that the grey bars above and below the knees and the
bars down each side of the face of any buck prove that he
is really a warrantable beast, who will during the rutting
season develop a saddle.

A few very old beasts seem not to lose their saddle, hut
these appear to be the very old, with a nearly white saddle
and black shoulders and rump, and one sees very few of
them anywhere.

The deer tribe was almost unknown on the grass hills,
and one wonders why, as the country is very similar, both
in climate and conditions of grass and shola, to the Kundahs,
where sambhur abound. Colin Mackenzie said he thought
it might have something to do with the large number of goats
there were on the hills, as he said that in Scotland where
there were many sheep, deer would not stop; but I have
not the requisite knowledge to say if this was so or not.
I personally have only seen one sambhur, and one jungle
sheep on the grass hills, though I once found a pair of shed
horns on a path.

There were always a certain number of panther about
the jungle, whose food I conclude mostly consisted of hlack
monkey, as there seem little else for them to eat. A curious

fr
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point about these panther is the number of black ones.
Out of the first thirteen I saw, eleven were black, and it
seems difficult to believe that this colouration is simply
chance, and not a provision of nature. Even when the
panther is of the ordinary spotted variety, the ground colour
of their skins is much darker than in the more open country.
Seeing that these animals live in dense jungle, where they
have to find their food, does it not seem reasonable that their
colour scheme should be so arranged as to make them as
little visible as possible?

There are very few tiger about, though I fancy every

| season before the country got too opened up a few came’

to breed, as in the hot weather one nearly always saw the
pugs of a few on the jungle paths, and after Nadu Ar was
opened, a couple certainly bred up in the jungles towards
the Vellamalai Estate one or two seasons running,

After a good many years, and when u considerable area
had been opened, sambhur first started to appear on the
western side of the hills, though there had always been a lot
down on the Waterfall side, and down about lower Poonachi
and all along the lower slopes. By degrees both sambhur and
jungle sheep increased in the estates, and at the present time
both are a plague, doing damage to shade trees, especially
when they are young, and damaging young coffee supplies.

Wild pig were always about more or less from the time
we first came to the District, but they came and went in the
most curious way, being plentiful for several years at a time,
then suddenly entirely vanishing for shorter or longer
periods, and then when least expected suddenly turning up
once more. I do not know the cause of this, but probably
it is'a well known habit of the wild pig. When Iyerpadi
was first opened, the Manager, one Meenachi Iyer, had a
number of white Berkshire pigs, and one of these, a sow,
got away and joined a wild boar, and they mated; and for

)

several years after that one used to see wild pigs of every
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shade of colour from white to the ordinary colour of the wild

pig.

Mouse deer were always fairly plentiful in the District,
seeming to like the heavy dark jungle; but one very seldom
saw them, as they are very shy, and are more or less
nocturnal, I fancy.

When we first came up to the District, bird life was
very scarce and one saw and heard but few. The “whistling
schoolboy” was always a cheerful friend, and onc heard him
every morning as soon as the rains started. Then the bronze-
winged dove came up, as he still does, to breed every season;
the imperial pigeon was always present, the rhinoceros
hornbill naturally was common, and during the hot weather
the green whistling pigeon used to visit the district.

It was only when a considerable area of the forests was
felled that the present large numbers of different small birds
seem to have come into the district.

The grey jungle fowl were always with us in consider-
able numbers, but though one constantly heard the cocks
crowing, they were very seldom seen owing to the dense
nature of the forest. ’

Wild cats of various kinds, a few martens, the tree
badger, and the scaly ant-eater have always been inhabitants
of the District, but most of them are nocturnal in their habits,
and are seldom seen. The big red mongoose is also common.

I




CHAPTER X
MEDICAL

When the District first started, one of the things we had
to learn about .and manage was the heaith of the labour
force, as of course no medical officers were introduced lo the
District for a long time. To begin with we were faced
almost annually with outbreaks of cholera, brought up by
the felling men from the West Coast, and in the dried fish
of which they are so fond, and insisted on gelling somehow.

+ About September 1898 an outbreak occurred on Nadu Ar,
where the first gang of felling men had just started work,
and they at once bolted, stopping at Paralai to tell us about
it. When asked how many had died, and whether they had
buried them, they informed us that two men had died, but
that they were both buried. A weck later a gang of Doyns
went over to cut paths, but returned immediately saying the
only building on the estate was full of dead bodies, and that
they were not stopping there. Marsh refused to-allow me
to go over and deal with them, but went himself, taking a
small gang of Chuckla coolies who had just come up asking
for work. He had a most unpleasant time of it, as there were
five or six dead in the house, and they had been there for a
week. He eventually filled the house with grass and brush-
wood and burned it down.

Sometime in the autumn of 1900 Marsh and I went for
a shooting trip over the grass hills. J. R. Vincent, a lad
in the early twenties, at that time,assistant on Paralai, was
left the only European in the District, when a very bad out-
break of cholera occurred on Paralai, Puthutotam and
Nadu Ar. The labour forces, consisting almost entirely of
West Coast felling men, bolted after a few days, leaving
their sick and dead behind them, and Vincent had an awful
time, as the only help he had was one Boyn man who stopped

behind. He had to dig graves with his own hands, and go
2
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nimself into the lines to remove the dead, and bury them.
Un Nadu Ar he found a grass hut, so got the dead out of
th> lines, placed them in the hut, and burned the lot. I well
remember on our return to Paralai about a week later, find-
ing Vincent quite alone on the estate, and still suffering
somewhat from his terrible experience.

As time went on we became quite efficient doctors. On
orie occasion when a new cooly line was being built on
Paralai, a man fell from the thatched roof on to the top of
the wall, smashing in his head in an awful way. He was
breught to the bungalow covered with blood, and of course
jile uncenscious.  Marsh first had to cut his hair off, and
then with an ordinary needle and thread we stitched him up,
and he entirely recovered. Ordinary fractures of legs and
“4rms were quile common amongst the felling men, but these
~ere treated as simple cases and as a rule the damaged cooly
refused to go down to the plains to the Pollachi hospital,
au was treated with success by us. On one occasion when
Mursh and I were over having lunch with Martin on Monica,
 man was brought to the bungalow suffering from the result
of an accident while felling; he had been smashed to pieces,
s neck, one arm,” and’ several ribs being broken. His
Maistry was very surprised when Martin informed him that
the man was dying, and that it was impossible to do anything.
in fact he died whilst we were trying to find out the extent
of the damage.

One day when Marsh, Vincent, and I were in the
Paralai bungalcw a Kader came up to ask for relief as his
second toe was almost rotted off from a snake bite. After
careful examination Marsh told him he would have to go to
bospital to get the toe amputated as otherwise he would
probably die of }‘»i(m(ipoisoning. This he“refused to do, and
inttead wilked to a small log lying outside, put his toe over
it, and cut it off with one blow of his bill hook, and then
turned round saying, “now what will you do?” We managed
te stop the bleeding, cleaned out the wound with a strong

#
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disinfectant, and he went away quite content, and had -
further trouble.

A great scourge amongst the Kaders was smallpox, io
which they were very susceptible, and which was very largely
fatal. On one occasion when there was a large gang living
on the Paralai Rocks working for Vincent, an outbreak
occurred, due to one man who had been down to the plains
returning with the disease on him. Vincent had a very
difficult time trying to nurse and dootor them, and fully three
quarters of them died despite everything he could do. Many
years after, there was a bad outbreak in a small community
down at lower Poonachi; only one girl recovered, and she
had been vaccinated by some doctor who had come up to
Attykutty. On the strength of this, I managed to induce most
of the tribe to come and camp on Nadu Ar, whilst I arranged
with Government for vaccinators to comg up and vaccinate
them all. Practically without exception they all took on both
arms, and were in a terrible mess for ten days, but since then
so far as I know there has been very little trouble with this
disease amongst them. Smallpox continued troublesome for
many years after this, however, as it was extremely difficult
to get the labour force to be vaccinated even when an out-
break started on any estate. On one oceasion on Iyerpadi,
Fraser had a lot of trouble, as his labour went on strike
when he tried to get them vaccinated during an outbreak
in his lines. By degrees however labour began to realise the
benefit of vaccination, and during Mr. Horrocks's regime, he
insisted in vaccinating all children on the estates under his
charge. :

Malaria was of course one of the chief diseases we had
to deal with, and no preventive measures were possible, as
at that time it had not been discovered that a mosquito was
the carrier, and the generally accepted theory was that jt
came from a miasma rising from wet places. Coolies

believed that the scent of coffee blossom gave them fever,

quite a natural conclusion, as mosquitocs@lsed to bite them
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about the time cf the first rains, and the coffee blossom came

)

vt ten days after the first showers.

Actually malaria was not bad to begin with, chiefly
because most of the labour force in coffee was paid up about

the beginning of April, before the rains started, and did not-

icturn till about the middle of June after the south-west
monsoon had started. It was not really till tea cultivation
sterted, and it became necessary for labour to stop up through
April and May, that malaria became bad.

As the District developed, some companies started their

ilirit ovn Lospitals and doctors, but it was not til]l the great
sanduenza epideric in 1918 that any real attempt at organis-
g the snoedical needs of the District were undertaken, and
it was ong then that the Anamallai Medical Association
tae formed, and the first fully qualified doctor was engaged
with the unanimous consent of the whole of the planters in
the District as detailed below. ;

In the autumn of 1918 the terrible influenza epidemic
viich swept over the whole world visited this District, and
foumd the Distriet quite unprepared to deal with such a
catestrophe, and there were a great many deaths amongst
* labour as the result. To the best of my recollection the

i.case first showed itself on Thonimudi, but it did not take
r.eny days for it to become prevalent on almost every estate.
lor some curious and quite unexplained reason it hardly
touched the Pachaimalai Estate, though on the Karamalai and

Nadu Ar estates lying on each side of it, the disease was
very bad. '

In July 1918 the Committee of the Anamallai Planters
Association met to consider the inauguration of a separate
Medical Association, and (largely, I think, due to the
influenza epidemic) this was unanimously agreed to in the
fotlowing Janumy, when the newly formed association held
itw first committee meeting, followed by a general meeting,
whin it was apreed to appoint Captain Vandervert, r.an.c.,
b the ficst District Medical Officer. This doctor was in

b
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charge of the medical affairs of the whole District up te
July 20th 1919, when he was dismissed; and in October of
that year Captain M. J. Murray, R.A.M.C., was appointed tu
fill his place. Captain Murray held the billet till October
1921, when he was succeeded by Dr. Mumford. Dr. Mumford
held the job up to December 1924, but he had gone on leave
preparatory to retirement some time before that, and
Dr. McEnery, who had been practising as an estate doctor
in Assam, came as locum temens. When Dr. Mumford
retired this doctor continued as the medical officer for some
time.

In June 1925 the following interests resigned from the
Medical Association, giving as their reason that the District
was now too big for one medical officer to be able to cope
properly with it:—The . Bombay Burmah, High TForest,
Sholayar, Messrs. James Finlay’s interests, and the E. & S. .
C. W. Society’s interests.

About the beginning of 1926 Mr. Horrocks was appointed
as the medical officer for the Association, and he continued
to work in that capacity till October 1932 when he resigned.
Since then no European doctor has been employed by the
Association, but -instead they have employed a qualified
Parsee doctor.

The present members of the Associations are: the
Puthutotam, Korangumudi, Nadu Ar, Vellamalai FEstates
and the Government Cinchona Plantations, ,

Up till the outbreak of the present war, the District was
divided up into three main groups, one centered on the Mudis
with a European doctor in charge, and consisting of the
Mudis Estates, the Sholayar Group, the Karamalai Group,
and Stanmore Company; another centered at Valparai, with
Dr. Measham in charge, consisting of the estates under the
agency of Messrs. James Finlay & Co., Ltd., and the English
and Scottish Joint Co-operative Wholesale Society, Ltd., and
the third the old Anamallai Medical Association, renamed
the Nadu Ar Medical Combine, consisting of the Vellamalai,
Nadu Ar, Puthutotam, Korangumudi and gSiavamalai Estates.




CuarTeER XI
ESTATE HISTORIES

The histories of estates given in the following pages
have been compiled from various sources, and the present
owners have been good enough to supplement my personal
recollections from their office records.

The history of Nadu Ar is my own; in preparing that .

of the Stanmore Group 1 have had the help of Mr. G. B.
Reade, Mr. O. M. Hetherington and Mr. E. W. Simcock.
Col. C. H. Brock, 0.B.E., Mr. J. R. Vincent, Mr. G. Bayzand,
and Mr. F. J. B. Diaper have helped me with the notes on
the Iyerpadi and Sheikalmudi.

The story of the James Finlay estates has been compiled
from notes furnished by Messrs. James Finlay & Co., Ltd.,
through their General Manager, Mr, E. H. Francis; that of
e Mudis Group is by Mr. Eric Johnson, General Manager
of the Bombay Burmah Trading Corporation Ltd.; of Kara-
malai and Vellamalai by the Agents and Secretaries, Messrs,
Peirce, Leslie & Co., Ltd., Calicut; and of the Anamallai
Tea Estates Ltd. by Messrs. Francis Peak & Co., Ltd., the

Secretaries of the Company in London.

* ® ® ®

f.state NAMES

Nearly all the estates in the District take their names
from those of hills or rivers marked on the Government
maps; but the following have been specially named at one
lime or another.

I'yerpadi is called after Meenachi Iyer, the first manager;
the original name of the estate was Cinnamon Grove, but the
~state labour began calling it Iyerpadi as soon as Meenachi
fyer took over, and the name persisted.

3
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Vellamalai and Pachimalai (White Hili and Green Hill).
v There were no prominent points on the map from which these
3 estates could take their names, so, as there were already
b Karamalai, Qosimalaj and Akkamalai at thig end of the

District, names were invented which would continue the use
. an
of -malai. e

 Puthutotam (New Estate). At the time Puthutotam was

opened, Carver Marsh was in charge of Paralai, and I of
Nadu Ar, and we opened the new estate together; we had not
given it an official name, but found all the estate labour was
referring to it as Puthutotam, so we adopted this.

Monica was named by its original owner, Martin, |
after a member of hig family; the coolies have always called
it “Chinnatotam.”

Stanmore is, 1 believe, called after a house in England
belonging to the family of one of the original owners,

E . Kanjimalai is a corruption of “Kanjinali Parai,” which

g is the name given by the Kaders 1o a small sheet rock close
to the estate, from a wild lily which grows there, Kanjinali
Parai was too long a name: for everyday use, and it was
shortened to Kanjimalai,

Thay Mudi: the original name of this estate was %

Udamanparai. When the Bombay Burmakh Trading Corpora-
tion bought land in this part of the District, Udamanparai
was already in being, having been opened by Rohan Fowke.
Later on Uadamanparai was bought by the Bombay Burmah,
and was renamed Thay Mudi (Mother Hill), to bring its
name into line with those of their other estates, all of which
had “Mudi” as part of the name,

Waterfall and Waverley: these estates wére named some
el

time in 1860’s; Waterfall is from an oﬁﬁ'aﬁé‘“rﬂﬁﬂmgfkv, but
the origin of Waverley has been lost with the passage of time.
b o UG o L B e e S wbaditnid o bl
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THE FINLAY GROUP

The Anglo-American Direct Tea Trading Co., Ltd., was

incorporated in 1898, and among the objects of the Company -
was the acquisition of certain tracts of land, partly cultivated .
and - partly uncultivated or undeveloped, in Southern I_ndia gl

and elsewhere.

Six blocks of land were -originally taken up in the
Anamallais, comprising some 6,000 acres. These blocks, the
leases for which date from 1897 and 1898, were purchased
from different parties, namely, W. L. Edmiston, W. Rhodes
James, Finlay Muir & Co., T. Stanes & Co., A. W. Brodie,
and C. Akilandaija. Other blocks were taken up later.

Valparai and Varataparai were the first estates to he
opened, and James A. Cocker (the Company’s record gives
his name as Cachar) was engaged in November 1897 as the
first Mnager. He had had many years prevoius experience,
and had been in charge of a group of estates in Ceylon.
In 1898 R. D. Fenton was engaged temporarily for felling
at Varataparai, and acted as Assistant there until 1900 when
he was transferred to the High Range.

Cocker’s stay at Valparai was of short duration, as he
left early in 1899, after handing over to A. H. Sharp who was
transferred from the High Range. (E. S. Cox, previously
Manager of Allakolla Estate in Ceylon, was engaged for the
billet at the end of 1898, but leit on account of ill-heslth
after two or three months in the District.)

Allen Henry Sharp came out to Travancore in 1880.
He had the management of Penshurst Estate, Peermade,
from 1882 to 1883, then opened on his own account at
Parvithi, Munaar, and managed Mr. Knight’s Munaar Valley
Estate from 1891 until it was sold to Finlay Muir & Co,
after which he worked for the latter. He remained in the
Apamallais as Manager of Valparai from 1899 until 1904
when he returned to the High Range.
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Sharp was followed by George L. Duncan, who was

' engaged at the end of 1902 as Assistant for Valparai.

Duncan had previously been on Glendano Estate in the
Ochterlony Valley. He acted as Manager of Valparai during

. Sharp’s furlough in 1903, was confirmed as Manager in 1904
" and remained in«the Anamallais—latterly as Group Super-

intendent—until 1914, when he retired from India.

C. Howland was in charge of Valparai in 1912 and
1913, and was followed by C. K. Pittock 1915-17, G. W.
Gowans 1917-20, G. P. White 1920-21, and S. Sladden
1921.29. Thereafter the estate was supervised by the Group
Superintendent until 1938, when R. H. C. Allen was
appointed Manager.

Apart from J. C. Swayne, who was at Varataparai for a
short time during 1900-01, the next assistant after Fenton
was John Elliot Scott. Scott started first in Mysore in 1896
on J. E. Middleton’s cardamom estates at Cadamaney, Saklas-
pur, and went to Valparai in 1900. He remained at Valparai
(except for a short period in the Nelliampathies in 1908)
until 1909 when he was transferred to the High Range,
leaving the Company’s service shortly after.

Other Assistants at Valparai and Varataparai in the
carly days were:—

John Stuart and his brother Murray Stuart 1898 for a
short time till 1899 when Mr. Sharp took charge. :

Edward Lord 4 i a5

J. S. B. Wallace .. .. 1908-09
R. F. Vinen - .. 1909-10
William Havelock .. e 191013
J. E. Sampson & .+ 1912-15
J. H. Jeffrey i 24 1913-15
1., G. Turner e 2 191547
H. H. Stuart o s 1919

Since 1919 there has been no regular assistant.
8

R s
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J. Hatton Robinson succeeded G. L. Duncan in 1914
as Group Superintendent, and remained as such until the

end of 1939. _
KARAKUNDRA

The next estate to be opened up was Karakundra (now
known as Velonie). Opening up took place in 1912-13-14,
and was carried out by C. Howland. He left in 1915 and
was followed by S. Sladden who was Manager until 1921.
E. H. Francis was then in charge from 1921 until 1924, being
succeeded by B. L. John who continued as Manager until
1929. E. E. Ranicar was the next Manager until 1933, when
he handed over to G. L. Jack, who was in charge until 1939.
W. B. Cooke is the present Manager.

C. L. Dobbie (from the High Range) was Assistant at
Karekundra from 1914 to 1916 and supervised the erection
of the factory. He was followed by J. E. Samgson (1916-17),
G. P. White (1917-20), H. H. Stuart (1919.22), F. R. P.

Imray (1922-25), L. N. E. Harris (1925-26), C. Elsner

(1926-28), C. F. Clark (1928-29), H. W. E. 5. Rogers
(1929-32), P. T. French (1930-32) and others.

ANALLY AND SELALIPARAI

These estates both appear to have been started in 1914,
as no previous mention is made of them in the Company’s
accounts and records, but the records do mot show who was
directly in charge of the opening out. [The Anally Estate
was opened personally by G. L. Duncan. . . duthor’s note.]
J. E. Sampson was at Anally first in 1914-15 and thereafter
the estate was supervised by J. Hatton Robinson.

C. K. Pittock divided his time between Selaliparai and
Valparai from 1915 to 1917, and thereafter was full-time
Manager of Selaliparai until 1929. C. L. Dobbie was
Assistant at Selaliparai from 1916 until March 1917 when
he joined the Army. L. C. Blakesley was the next Assistant
(1919-23), followed by C. F. Clark (1923-27), W. L. Cowan
(1923-24), R. Walker (1925-31) and others.

Mg
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f o " PACHAIMALAI

Pachaimalai was opened in 1916.17. A. C. Cotton, it
appears, was at this estate for a few months in 1916-17. .
J. E. Sampson was there as Assistant in 1917-18 and as I

- Manager from 1919 to 1932, He had as Assistants G. Ww.
Russell 1923.1925,H. W. E. . Rogers 1926-1929, R. D.
Squire 1927-1929, and M. S. Begbie 1929-31. C. F. Clark
took over charge from Sampson, continuing as Manager
until 1935 when he was succeeded by the present Manager,

3 H. H. Stuart.

’ PANNIMADE
. (Amalgamated Tea Estates Co., Ltd.)

This estate was also opened about 1916-17 and J. H.
Jefirey was transferred from Valparai to take charge of the
work. H. O. Combe followed Jeflrey in 1917, but resigned
the following year owing to ill-health, E, Hardy from
Stanmore Estate was then engaged as Manager, and held |
0 the appointment until 1935, (. F, Clark then became

Manager and remained in charge until 1940, i

R. C. E. Vernede and G. Carle were Assistants here for
some months in 1919, and E. (. Giddy during 1920-21,
H. H. Stuart was transferred from Karakundra in 1992 to
act during Hardy’s absence on furlough, and remained as
Assistant ‘until 1923, when he was transferred to Malakiparai

(Cochin).

URALIKAL AND SELALIPARAIL

These estates have come into being in more recent times.

Uralikal is an offshoot of Selaliparai, and contains some
37 acres which were previously part of the latter, Planting
started in 1927 and continued until 1933, F. R. P. Imray
was in charge from the estate’s inception until 1939,

- Kadalaparai (Amalgamated Tea Estates Co., Ltd.) was
opened in 1930, planting started in that year and continuing




until 1933. It includes a small area of 594 acres (recovered

from High Forest Estate) which was planted in 1918. F. C. gt
Clark, R. Walker and H. W. E. S. Rogers were all connected e
with the opening-up operations, the latter being the present .
Manager. ‘ ﬁ

MALAKIPARAI ESTATE

Malakiparai is situated in Cochin and was an offshoot
of Pannimade. H. H. Stuart took over 160 acres of tea from
Pannimade in December 1923. The extension of the estate
started in 1924, and clearings were planted each year from
1924 to 1930. H. H. Stuart was in charge of the estate
from its inception in 1923 to May 1935, when he was trans- x
ferred to Pachaimallai. R. Walker then took over charge f&
and is the present Manager. R. Paterson was assistant for ;

a few months in 1926, A. R. Jack 1927-29, H. C. Dean

TR

1930-32 and Mr, P. T. French 1932-39.
Lol R “\I'.; | i :
! ) ok
THE NADU AR ESTATES, LTD. %ﬁ

At the beginning of 1898 a block of land belonging to
H. P. Hodgson and a Capt. Allen, one of the original
applications, was sold to Mr. Twentyman, senior partner in
Messrs. Henry Rogers Sons & Co., Ltd.,, of Wolverhampton,
and Hodgson was asked to arrange for its opening.

He suggested to Marsh that he became Manager, and
he agrecing put me on to start opening work towards the
end of that year, and we opened 96-58 acres under coffee,
planting it up in the monsoon of 1899. For the first six
months I lived in tents on the grass hill behind the present
h@plnw. in the meantime building the 'small house which

Sl fi use ns the clerk’s house, and must be one of the
aldlest honses still in occupation in the District.

“Bleplianits were very common to begin with, and on
aoenslons they came all round the tents feeding on
Wi serul which filled the nullah below where the tents:
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were pitched; and for many years subsequently they used
to go past the bungalow, which was built close to one of their
main paths down to a good feeding ground along the river
on the common boundary between Nadu Ar and Vellamalai.

In 1900 anqther 100-86 acres were opened in coffee.
I went home on leave in the autumn of 1900; and Watts, a
planter from the Nelliampathies, came and worked on the
estate ‘as locum tenens. I had 'started felling 58 acres for
cinchona before going on leave, and Watts completed this
clearing, and planted it up. Hodgson, who Rad hitherto
been V.A., ceased to have anything to do with the estate
about this time, and Marsh took his place, I becoming Super-
intendent. In 1903 the present acreage under cardamoms
was opened, just under 100 acres being planted up that
monsoon; and in 1905 another 150 acres were opened in
coffee, followed by 100 acres in 1906.

This completed the estate so far as coffee as concerned.
Up to 1907 or 1908, when I went home again on leave, no
clerks or field writers had been employed on the estate, all
work being done by me alone; but just before I went home
a Mr. Scott was engaged as writer in charge.

This Mr, Scott had worked under Marsh on the con-
struction  of the ghat road before then. He stayed
on with me for about a year, when he went up to
the Nelliampathies, About November 1909, A. C. Cotton,
who was afterwards General Manager of the Sholayar Estates,
game out to me as creeper, and during my home leave in
1910 he wan in charge of the estate under Marsh, but on my
return went down to Kaliandepandal to work under A. H.
Sharp, E. N. House succeeded him, coming out at the
suggestion of Cotton, with whom he had been at school, and
he worked under me till he went to his present billet as
Manager of the Puthutotam Estate. D. Cooper succeeded
him, and helped to open the tea, and was with me till he
gucceeded Cotton on Karamalai.
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The present large wooden bungalow was built in 1910
and 1911, and became my bungalow and was occupied by
me till my retirement.

In 1915 it was decided to start opening some of the
balance of land in tea, and that season 40% acres were
opened, followed by 58-21 acres in the following season.

Tea continued to be opened in 1916, 1917 and 1918,
when the present factory was built, Owing to war conditions
the cost of steel had risen enormously, and the factory was
therefore constructed of cut stone and timber, as it stands
at present.

In 1924 and again in 1927 further tea was opened, and
in 1928 43-45 acres till that time under Marogypie coffee
was planted in tea.

After the war ended there were various assistants on the
estate for short periods, amongst whom were Hayne, who
went on to Assam, De Stroumillo, and Sweet who went on
to the Peria Karamalaj Company’s estates; and then the
‘present Manager, Charles Napier came out, and has been
on the estate from then on to the present time. It was about
1927 that the Earl of Shannon and Rodney Dyke were on
the estate for a short period; and just before I left;
Champion Jones joined as Assistant to Napier, coming from
the Nonsuch Estate in the Nilgiris.

The estate was formed into a private company registered
in England by the Twentymans in 1927 under the title of
the Nadu Ar Estates, Ltd.

The record of rainfall, dating as it does from 1899 to
the present time, may be of interest, as I believe it is the
oldest complete record now available in the District,
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MUDIS GROUP
BY k. JoHNSON, GENERAL MANACER.
The Bombay Burmah Trading Corporation Ltd. bougkt
a block of 3,000 acres of land in 1912 and started felling

Mukottu Mudi in that year; Messrs. Barber & Pascoe were
the agents, and John Carless the Manager. R. Fowke made

the preliminary arrangements before Carless arrived.

Sholayar Estate and Udamanparai had stirted in 1912
or 1913, which made it a little easier, but there must have
been many difficulties in this pioneering effort, not the least
that labour was fed from Castlecroft bazaar and all material
had to be carried seven miles through the jungle. Sir
Fairless Barber was very particular about types of seed, and
practically all of it came from the Dhonjan Dhelakat Syndi-

-cate, and most of the seed was Dhonijan. Carless’s specialit
) Y ¥

was nursery work, and paying much attention to pulling
plants, and to these two much of the success of these estates
is due.

The Corporation’s‘ intention was to open up fairly
quickly, and to achieve this they split their block into Lwo,
and J. A. R. Lloyd joined in January 1916 to open Thoni

‘Mudi. Clearings on the two estates continued until 1919,
by which time Mukottu Mudi was about 1,350 and Thoni
‘Mudi 900 acres.

In 1919 F. Simmons, E. Johnson, A. W. F. Mills, and

'T. Davenport joined the staff, and the Corporation bought

Udamanparai Estate, which consisted of 3,000 acres of land,
with 900 acres opened in tea. S. C. Biddell was Manager of

this estate and continued until 1921 when he retired to
England. :

The reserve jungle on one side was named Anai Mudi
and F. Simmons was appointed Manager and started to open
in 1920 for 1921 planting. 200 acres of tea and 800 acres of
jungle on the Sholayar side were named Gajam Mudi, and

‘E. Johnson was made Manager and started to open in 1920.

@
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1921 Udamanparai Estate was renamed Thay Mudi, and

Lo also further clearings were opened and continued until
“926.  Anai Mudi clearings dated from 1921 to 1928, Gajam

Mudi with 200 acres 1917-1918 tea, had clearings 1921 to.

1923,

In 1920 the staff was augmented by R. V. Hope, E. G. F..

Maule, G. W. Wallace; and W. Everett Bownass joined and
started the Group Office and Central Stores. Hope and Maule
wiore invalided in 1929 and 1926, Wallace died in 1926 and
Bownass was transferred in 1921 to Messrs. Wallace and
Cempany’s Mica Mines and was replaced by W. Ogilvy from
the Burma Forests.

C. E. Dennys; G. R. Simpson, F. L. Schwind, and R. A.
V. Hankin joined in 1921; the last two left in 1932 and 1937,

C J. S. Wynell Mayow, G. A. Le Mesurier, D. A. Sladen,.

ansl F. C. Hoskins joined in 1522; S. R. Armitage and E. A.
Stone in 1924; R. C. Bulteel in 1925; and L. S. Henderson
and N. B. S. Hewett in 1926.

In 1925 Messrs. Barber & Pascoe closed their agency,.
and the control was vested in F. Simmons and E. Johnson.
Simmons went off to open in Singampatti in 1929 and left

th> Corporation in 1932. Meanwhile opening and developing
had continued, and acreages had reached 4,600 nett tea by
1026,

Factories started work Mukottu 1918

Thay 1920
Thoni 1923
Nalla 1925
Gajam 1928
Anai 1930

In 1923 Mukottu Mudi was split into two and Nalla Mudi

th» new estate was put in charge of Davenport.

Upto about 1925.1926 (that is, in the time of big clear--
mgs) malaria was a scourage; young men arriving from

%

o
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England were the worst cases, and there hardly was a i
when someone was not ill. Labeur too werr badly stricken,
and any Manager of those days can remember his daily sick
in April and May numbering in hundreds. Medicel arrange
ments were improved and three European doctors brought
into the District at this time. E. Sandwith Johnson was Chief
Medical Officer to Mudis, Sholayar and High Forcst. Shertly
after this it was discovered that all the malaria precautions
had been wrong; and the Ross Institute ‘work began to be
felt, and malaria to be stamped out.

It was also about this time that the Mudis and all other
Companies who had been opening took stock of the labour
position, and brought it under control.

With big clearings, big nurseries, roads to cut, buildings
to erect, and cart transport from Pollachi, any Manager
opening at the rate of 200 or more acres a year had a busy
time, and his preoccupation was the opportunity for maistries
and Boyans to reap a good harvest

Two outstanding events of earlier days on the Mudis
_were the fire at Gajam Mudi in 1921, and a factory collapse
during erection in 1927. The fire started in burning off,
and was only put out after four days by the united efforts of
about half the labour and half the Europeans in the District.

The factory was an open steel structure and fell when

the steel work was all up, killing a number of contractor’s
men. ]

In 1926 Godfrey Wallace died; he was perhaps the most
popular, efficient and most trusted young man on the staff,
and if he had lived would have gone a long way in planting
—or indeed in any capacity.

In 1926 and 1928-29 Cardamoms were planted on
reserve jungle; these did well for a time but have been mostly
destroyed by mosaic and thrips, and the area is now fuel

Teserve,

! {r}

L)
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The Mudis Club was started in 1924, and untj] the new
Anamallai Club was opened in 1927 it served a useful pur-
pose; it was closed in 1928, the donations, mostly from the
partners of Messrs. Wallace Brothers, London, being handed
on to the Anamallai Club.

The Mudis hospital was Planned in 1920, ang Lord
Willingdon laid the foundation stone; it was built in 1923
with 30 beds and has steadily expanded to 80 beds, with
X-ray, laboratory and maternity wards,

The football ground was cut in 1921, and the first game
“f rugger in the Anamallais wag played in 1922 or 1923, an
‘b¢ event and an amusing one, as Soccer players played
their game and fugger players theirs; but they all enjoyed it.

Reverting to the actual planting: one of Sjr Fairless
Barber’s strong points was wide planting, and this was
e X 4l g source of terrific controversy among the staff;
raich ill-informed criticism was rampant, but if Sir Fairless
iassed through the Mudis now he might say with justification,
“1 told you so.”

A more questionable feature was the absence of any
regularity in shade planting, and leaving this most important
matter to the whim of the individual; some estates were
planted with Dadaps, some Albizzia, some Grevillia and
sume nothing at gl

Another point which has always interested the writer
is that of cost v, effect. In the earlier days of planting, time,
facilities and labour supply did not allow a Manager to hole
for every plant, nursery work was far cheaper and so were
all costs. In later times things changed and difficulties dis-
tppeared, and Managers could do al] the various works and
nake expensive nurseries, Are the newer clearings better
lian the old ones? 4

Passing on: W, A. Crommelin and W, J, Stansfeld joined
he staff in 1928; T. D. Cardale in 1929; also J. P. M. Hewett
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(since killed in action); and in 1930 R. V. Hoime 2ng v, .
Mallison. In 1934 J. R. Henshaw, A. G. Wilson, and P, Y.
Fairbairn; and in 1938 J. C. Fraser was transferred from
the Mount Stuart Tea Company. In 1938 G. St J. Breay
joined, and in 1939 P. D, J. Campbell; and last in 1940

H. M. Heath, who had been invalided out of the Army.

Out of thirteen planting staff of the Mudis, at the time

of writing 10 have joined or are joining H. M. Forces; they
are :—

Lieut. N. B. S. Hewitt, Gunnery Instructor, R.I.N., Bombay.
J. C. Fraser Signal Instructor’s Course, Bombay.
P. Y. Fairbairn, 2/15 Punjabs, Malaya.
T. D. Cardale, 8th Punjabs, Delhi.
P. D. J. Campbell, R.I.AS.C., Bannu.
A. G. Wilson, RIAS.C., Rawalpindi.
J. R. Henshaw, R.E., Bangalore.
W. J. Stansfeld, Cadet School, Bangalore.
G. St. Breay, Cadet School, Bangalore.
E. A. Stone, LAR.O, not yet attached.

and in addition Capt. R. M. Stevenson, R.E., Bangalore.
Capt. C. M. Burnie, 1.M.5.,, T.F.R., awsiting orders.

Of the permanent staff Davenport, Dennys, Simpson,

remain; E. F. H. Gerrard and H. C. Edgecombe joined in
1940. :

Since the estates ceased opening there is mot much to
write about; as in all the Anamallais, progress in planting,
labour welfare and communication has been steady and rapid.
All estates in the Mudis have rebuilt all the original lines
and staff quarters; all have efficient schools and créches.
Coincident with this, or following it, labour has become more:
settled, fitter and efficient, and numbers have been reduced.

: g
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The subordinate staff on the estates were gradually
formed into a Corporation Service, to work on any estate
(v in any capacity. They have fixed scales of pay, provident
fund, and a flourishing Club. ;

A co-operative store recognised by Government was
slarted for the staff with the idea ‘that labour should join
gradually in the light of experience. It has been successful
so far in keeping down prices and providing good material.

During restriction, which hit these estates hard owing
to most of the openings dating just before the basic years,
‘abour was maintained and excess crop placed by working
up an internal market.

MOUNT STUART ESTATE

In 1929 Government released further land for planting,
ond the Mount Stuart Tea Co. was formed and bought a
block of land at the top of the Ghaut. A further block in
hie Tholanar Valley was bought by the Bombay Burmah
Trading Corporation Litd. The Mount Stuart Tea Co. was a
private one, and the main owners were: Eric Johnson, A. W.

I. Mills, A. C. Cotton, Hamish Stuart, T. Davenport, and -

. Gerry.

The first clearance for nurseries was supervised by
W. H. Martin. Planting was started in 1931, and 1932 and
1523 saw 500 acres planted.

‘In 1936 the Company was bought up by the Bombay

Burinah Trading Corporation and in 1938 a factory was
tricted,

In 1932 J. C. Fraser wag appointed Manager and was
Wulisferred to B.B.T.C. Ltd. in 1938.

Iin 1939 the estate became a part of the Bombay Burmah

Plaatations Ltd., a subsidiary of the Bombay Burmah Trading
Corpotation Lid. ‘ ;

N " " /A T
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THE ANAMALLAI TEA ESTATES L'IMITED

BY A. V. DaNaGHER, GENERAL MANAGER.

The Anamallai Tea Estates Ltd., incorporated in the
United Kingdom ‘in October, 1912, purchased a block of
land of some 1,000%acres, 48 acres already planted in tea,
the -balance virgin forest: Subsequent purchases brought the
sacreage up to 1,211 acres, which constitutes the Sholayar
Estate.

A later acquisition of 871 acres became Kallyar Estate
with its sub-division Eeteear,

The total area under tea is 1,072 acres, all in full
bearing,

Mr. J. E. Scott was the first Superintendent, appointed
in 1913. He died in October 1919, and was succeeded by
Mr. A. C. Cotion, formerly Superintendent of Periakara-
mallai, in 1920. Mr. Cotton was assassinated in 1939 and
his place was taken by Mr. A. V. Danagher, then in charge

' of Kallyar, but whose engagement as Assistant dates
back to 1919. Beéfore entering the Company’s service,
Mr, Danagher was ‘Captain and Adjutant to the 1/6th
Hampshire Regiment, serving on the North-West Frontier.

There are two European Assistants on the property,

Messrs. G. Stevens and E. D. G. Strong.

A factory 150 ft. by 40 ft., with three withering lofts,
was erected on the Sholayar Division in 1917. It was
extended to 300 ft. in 1922. Capacity, 800,000 lbs. made
tea, allowing for the great variations in monthly output which
are characteristic of the Anamallai District. A second
factory, 200 ft. in length, with three withering lofts, was:
built on the Kallyar Division in 1929, capable of dealing
wnth a crop of 560,000 lbs, made tea.

The two estates are fully equipped with bungalows,
houses' for the Indian staff, and coolie lines. * There is a
9

)
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well appointed  hospital under a qualified Indian doctor.
The Company also shares in the maintenance of a European
doctor.

THE STANMORE CO., LTD.

Sometime in the spring of 1898 Messrs. E. J. Martin,
O. A. Bannatine, and Unwin came over from Ceylon and
stopped with Marsh, whilst they examined several blocks
of land with the object of possible purchase.

After a thorough inspection they agreed to purchase
three blocks now known as the Monica, Stanmore, and Siri-
kundra Estates, and they were bought in the names of the
following:

Monica, Messrs. Martin and Col. Harrison;

Stanmore, Messrs Maclure, Bannatine, and several

others, amongst whom were probably Sir Walter - -

Kent, Leishing, and Weldon;

Sirikundm, Messrs. Martin and Unwin.

Before they left after agreeing to purchase the three -

blocks, Martin asked Marsh to open a -small clearing on
Monica for him, and to build a temporary house thereon.
This was done, and the land felled is part of the field in
which are now situated the Head Office buildings.

Martin came up to settle in the autumn of that year,
bringing with him a gang of Singalese felling men, and some
carpenters and sawyers. He felled about 100 acres the first
year with these Singalese, but finding them too expensive,
sent them back to Ceylon.

His first bungalow, built on the site now occupied by
the General Manager’s bungalow, was constructed entirely of
wood, and the work done by his Singalese carpenters was
certainly far better than any done by the West Coast men.
This bungalow remained the Manager’s quarters till the
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reticement of Simcock, when it was pulled drwe g the
present house was built by Ireland Jones.

0. A. Bannatine came up the following year and started
opening coffee on Stanmore, building himself a small
wooden house on that estate.

A start at opening Sirikundra was made aboutl this
period, 50 acres being felled and planted by Martin with
the aid of Mr. Vytalingam. This man, who had been with
Martin since childhood, was most capable, and he was on

this estate for many years after Martin lefi. working under
Simcock,

One set of cooly lines was built in the middle of the
first 50-acre clearing, with a huge elephant trench right
round it, but despite this, two years running elephants
managed to get across the trench pulling down the lines on

* both occasions.

What must be the record tea bush in South India, if
not in the world, now grows on the edge of this old trench,

-its measurements six months after pruning (just checked by

the Manager in March 1941) being 1814’ % 1814,

Young Unwin, son of the Unwin who came up to the

District originally with Martin, worked for a short period
on Monica with Martin.

Martin, a Ceylon Planter of many years experience, was
a great believer in draining, and in the first clearings contour
drains were most carefully traced and cut every 40 {t. He
was also most particular about his lining, which was beauti-
fully done, and he went so far as to plant with a lining rope,
to ensure that every plant was exactly in its right place.

He was the pioncer of tea in the district, pinning his
faith to this product despite being told by many planters
that the soil was far too light, and the droughts too pro-

nounced for tea to do any good. That he was right has
since been most clearly proved: 0 :
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Adter a few years, Martin returned to Ceylon, taking on
. D. Fenton as Superintendent on Monica. Fenton had
previous knowledge of this District, having spent sometime
et Yalparal as assistant before going to the High Range.

Shortly alter this, Bannatine also left the District, taking

hitlet in the Nilgiris, and P. Watts was appointed as

Y edntendent on Stanmore.  Watts bad been planting for
s1ty years in the Nelliampathies.

Fenton went home on leave early in 1900, returning
v th hie wife who was the first lady ever to live in the
I steict.

Simcock came sometime about 1905 or 1906 taking the
place of enton, and when Watts left shortly afterwards he
took over Stanmore also. He had been planting in Mysore
f>- about nine years, and had then been one of the pioncers
in ryubber down in the Mundakayam District before joining.

When he took over, tea was slumping very badly, the
price in London being in the neighbourhood of 4d. per lb.,
a1d 2s coffee was not doing very well either, the owners of
thee three estates found finance extremely difficult and at
oue time it looked as if it might prove impossible to carry
on at all, as no firm in either South India or Ceylon would
lend money.

Eventually a rupee company was formed in Ceylon,
with Messrs. Bosanquet & Co, ns Agents and Secretaries, and

Martin was appointed the Chairman of the Company for
lifa,

simeock had a difficult time when he first started pluck-
mige Up to that date the labour in the District had been in
the habit of poing down to the low country at the end of
ot ar sarly in April, when work on Coffee was finished,
B fuhur on the tea estates considered they should

v 0 pil tlown, and there was a lot of trouble before they
ulieed to stop over April and May.

S
i
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In 1900 J. H. Ireland Jones, who had been planting
for a few years in Ceylon joined Simcock, and was appointed
to Sirikundra.

After Ireland Jones joined the Company, the work of

~ opening up the %roperty continued gradually, and in 1913

the original Company, whose headquarters were Ceylon, was
wound up and re-formed in England, with offices in London.

In 1914, a factory was erected on Sirikundra which
gave the Company two factories, as they already had one on
Monica Estate.

By the end of 1918 the following acreages had been
opened up:

Monica: Tea ... 431 acres
Upper Stanmore: Tea 33300,
Coffee e S
Cardamoms ... e 2057 i
Sirikundra: Teu 682
Coffee L DR
Cardamoms ... R (010
Nuilatanni: Tea o Sl
Lower Stanmore: Tea e b

In February 1920, O. M. Hetherington joined the Com-
pany, and he was followed by G. B. Reade in June 1922.

In February 1921 the old Monica Factory was unfortu-
nately burnt down, and a new factory was subsequently built
on the same site, known as the Stanmore Factory.

J. C. Robertson joined the Company in January 1923,
and started the continuance of the opening of Nullatanni

Estate in 1924. He left in 1925 and was succeeded by

H. de V. Gosselin.

The Nullatanni Factory was built in 1924, and as soon

“as this factory began manufacturing tea, the name of the

)
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estate was changed to Nullacathu, as there was already one
Estate named Nullatanni in the High Range.

H. Gerry joined the Company in July 1924, and he was
followed by C. W. Mayow in June 1925 and by J. L. H.
‘Williams and J. H. Dauglish in September 1925, the latter
being transferred to one of Messrs. Brooke Bond’s Estates
in Kenya after four years’ service.

Development continued steadily, and in December 1924,
E. W. Simcock retired, and his place as General Manager
was taken by Ireland Jones, who moved across from Siri-
kundra Estate to the General Manager’s bungalow on Monica
Estate. The old General Manager’s bungalow and office
_having outlived their useful sphere of life were rebuilt in
“that year.

‘ In July 1927, the Company purchased the adjoining

Injipara Estate from R. Maclure and E. W. Simcock, and
the 114 acres of tea on Lower Stanmore was merged with
Injipara and took the name of that Estate. The name of
Upper Stanmore Estate was altered to Stanmore Estate at the
sarne time,

In February 1927 N. S, Bannatine, son of Q. A.
Bannatine mentioned above, joined the Company, and he was
followed in 1930 by R. W. Thorpe, in 1931 by K. H. Vaughan-
Arbuckle, in 1934 by T. S. Blakeney, and by M. H. Deane
in 1939,

In April 1939, Ireland Jones proceed on leave prior to
retirement, and was succeeded by G. B. Reade as General
Manager, and at the same time J. L. H. Williams left the
Company for the post of Visiting Agent to the Company’s

Agents and Secretaries, Messrs. Tea Estates (India) Ld., -

Coimbatore.

*
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By this time, the Company’s property had been {fully
developed, and the acreages under cultivation in 1939 were

as follows:—
General Manager: G. B. Reade
Factory Manager: C. W. Mayow
Monica Estate: Manager: N. S, Bannatine
Tea LA 290 ac,
Coffee ... — b
Cardamoms 55 o
Undeveloped
d area ... 199 . 98300 acres
Stanmore Estate: Manager: R. W. Thorpe
Tea w635 act
Coffee: 0 98 1y
Cardamoms 122 o
Undeveloped
i area .., 181'94 943-94
Injipara Estate: Manager: H. Gerry
Assistant: M. H. Deane
Tea e 120 Ac
Coffee ... 220 i
Cardamoms 66 i
Undeveloped
area ... 208:24,, 1,240:24: ..
Sirikundra Estate: Manager: 0. M. Hetherington
Assistant: T. S. Blakeney
Tea ... 794 ac.
Coffee ... —
Cardamoms 134
Undeveloped
area. ... 173:55 1,101:55 5
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Nullacathy Estate: Manager: K. H. Vaughaa-Arbuckle
: Tea L 700 e,
WiCoflep; i s i
Cardamoms 30

. Undeveloped
areq | ... 185-35' 93535 " .
Grand Total ... 5,204-08 acres

i The outbreak of war in September 1939, and the demands

* of the Army for men, resulted in five out of the Company’s

nine European employees in ‘the East joining H. M: Forces,

N. S. Bannatine, R. W. 'Thqrpe, K. H. V. Arbuckle, T. S.

Blakeney, and M. ;H. Deane all going on service during the
¥

year 1940, s

To.enable the Compan"y to carry on during this difficult
“period involved considerable recrganisation, but Messrs, Tea

. Estates (India) Ltd, kindly allowed-J. L. H. Williams to

-return to the Stanmore Company’fdp,the duration of the war,
and in addition, E. C. J. Hill was engaged in a temporary
capacity. . |

© THE VELLAMALAT TEA CO, LD,

~ The above Company was formed in January 1924 to
-acquire two blocks of land adjoining Karamalai, Pachai-
‘malai and Nadu Ar, and to open them in tea. The frst
‘Board consisted of G. A, Marsh, H. R. Lockie, E. W. Simeock -

':lapf‘i C. R. T. Congreve.

W. H. Martin, who had been planting in the Wynaad
and on the Iyerpadi Estate, was engaged to start opening
}the estate, and has been the Manager of it ever since. The
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‘estate was divided into two divisions, Vellamaiai =nd Kanji-
malai, and the following openings took place:

Vellamalai Kanjimalai
: Division Division

1925 | 146-40 acres
1926 20756
1927 196:33 . 48:90 acres
1928 40-18 228:33 -,
1929 e 150-82 ,,
1930 20:00

Totals ' ... 590-47 acres 44805 acres

The following assistants have been on these estates: J. C.
Fraser from 1929 till 1931; G. D. Olivier from the end of
1931 till 1932; H. F. M. Winterbotham from the beginning
of 1933, still in the service of the Company as Superintendent
of the Kanjimalai Division, but at present joined up in the
Army. : ‘

THE PERIA KARAMALAI TEA & PRODUCE CO., LTD.

purchased came from ‘Ceylon, and consisted ‘of a thina hybrid.

‘+ Nurseries 'wére inade under the care of E. N. House, who

: ;had lately come out from Home to Nadu Ar; and during
the makmg and planting of these nurseries, on a piece of

“land originally felled by "mistake by Meenachi Iyer when
opening' Iyerpadi Estate, but which had never been planted,
he lived in the rest house at Iyerpadi. ‘

House also helped me put in boundaries for felling, and
that season we felled and pitted 160 acres, which was planted

up in the ‘monsoon of 1912. ~A. C. Cotton (‘fChris") took

@

2 iland belongmg to :this Company were
granted 'to “Carver” Marsh 'in' 1911, and arrangements were =
made to start. opemng tea towards the end of the same year.
t bemg ‘100 late to " obtain ‘good Assam seed, the. first seed -
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charge of the estate sometime before this planting was done,.
and was responsible for most of the planting up of the
Karamalai Division, which developed fairly fast for those
days, planting the following acreages:

1912 417160 ‘acres
1913 .. 214 do.
1914 .. 240 do.
1915 v a7 4604 sdod

He left the estate in 1918 or early 1919, and was
succeeded by D. Cooper, who had come out to Nadu Ar a
fow years before this. Cooper opened 96 acres in 1919.

Sometime about the end of the war the Qosimalai Co.
was started, and this Company opened in cardamoms and
vinchona, but it proved rather too high for cardamoms, and
cventually the property was tsken over by the Peria Kara-
walai Company.

Cooper unfortunately died of enteric in March 1926,
ieaving R. M. Sweet, who had not had much experience in
sale charge, till A. W. F. Mills joined at the end of May
of that year. Mills had been planting in Ceylon before the
war, had then been on the Mudis for a bit, before going to .
Kenya to open tea there. He had however not cared for that
country, and returned to take up work on Karamalai.

ﬁé;‘C6mpany was actually incorporated in July 1915
with Messrs. J. Christie, G, A. Marsh, H. Rinne, and C. R. T.

Congreve as the first Directors.

In 1926 it was decided by the Board to extend our
srea under tea and to open up the QOosimalai Estate, and
also the Akkamalai Estate, the land for which had lately
been purchased from Government; and Mills was instructed
.o proceed on these lines. ' '

In 1927 he opened 45 acres on Akkamalai and 55 on
Oorimalai, having Sweet as assistant on QOosimalai. Nexk
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season A, De Stroumillo, who had come cut a= a creeper to
Mills in 1927, was appointed as assistani in charge of
Qosimalai, and the following year H. S. Collett hecame
Superintendent of Akkamalai.

In the following years, opening on both places continued,
and the following acreages were opened:

Akkamalai Qosimalai
1928 147 acves 109 acres
1929 268, 143
1930 1200 ,; 133
1931 i 130

29

Mills opened up seven acres in 1927 on Karamalai, and’
this completed the programme of opening on the estales
belonging to the Company.

Collett left the Company’s service in 1933, and De
Stroumillo 'in 1936. Besides these two the following were
- on the Company’s estates for short periods: Rodney Dyke,

a few months and Trafford .the same; G. St. J. Breay for
about two years from 1936 till 1938.

Mills retired home at the beginning of 1938, and R. M.
" Greig succeeded him as General Manager, and at the time:
of the outbreak of the present war the staff was:

~ R. M. Greig, General Manager; T. McCosh, Super-
_ intendent of Akkamalai; 3., W. -G. Phillips, Superintendent

" of .Oosimalai - Estatc;"and“‘P. NeWcome, Assistant ‘on the-
“Karamalai Estate L ok : :

On the ' outbreak of war McCosh joined up, to be-
followed by Newcome and Phllhps, and F. G. Fox, an old
-Assam Planter was engaged for Akkamalai, and R. W.
Mayow, a lad too young to join up, on Oosimalai. (Mayow
has gone to the Cadet College at Bangalore as these pages-
are in print). R. M. Greig, while returning from leave in
1941, was lost through enemy action, and G. Bayzand
became Superintendent of Qosimalai with the author as.
General Manager. : '
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THE PARALAI ESTATES.

The Paralai Estate was the first to be opened in this
District. E. G. Windle (the late Capt. Windle, M.B.E.) had
haei up in the District at the beginning of 1896, and after
inveshigation had applied for the block of land which is now
ite Paralai Estate on behalf of himself and members of his
lamily, He arranged with Carver Marsh to take on the job of
opening the place for him on a salary of Rs. 250 per month
with a commisgsion on profits.

Early in February 1897 Windle, Marsh, and I came to the
District, arviving on the Paralai rock on the Tth or 9th of
thot month, and Marsh at once started to try and arrange
10 open anyhow some acreage that season, despite the lateness
i starting.  We pitched a camp on the edge of the grass
close to a swamp, where water was available, and lived there
till about April or May when the first house was built just
alove in the jungle which had been more or less felled for

i purpose.

As we had no carpenters or masons, the house consisted
ol three rooms built of rough stone with walls about 6 fi.
Liigh, and a thatched roof, and openings where glass windows
might have been. Marsh fixed certain rates for the transport -
of goods by head-loads from the plains, but the coolies, con-
sidering the rates too low, refused to carry them, and for
the first month he lived almost entirely on tinned food
which he had brought up when we first came. It
it not long, however, before contractors, hearing that
I+ was in the District, turned up asking for felling work,
¢nd ubout 80 acres were felled that season; though due to
want of knowledge both by Marsh and the contractors who
had never felled jungle of the type in this District, but had
only dealt with small firewood coupes at the foot of the
what, considerable difficulty was experienced to begin with,
A0l our first Moplah contractor (one Verra Sahib) turned

19 asking felling work. This man, till his death soms years - :

wfier, und then his Nephew Mahmoo were responsible’ for
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the clearing of a very large ‘acreage on Paralai, Puthutotam,
Nadu Ar, Korangumudi, Kaliandepandal, and Karamalai,
and Mahmoo was our chief felling contractor till about 1915
when he retired a rich man. ' :

To revert to Paralai: we managed to plant up about 50
acres in 1897 partly with coffee -plants brought from the
Nilgiris, where Windle had made nurseries for the purpose,
énd partly with small séedliﬁg grown on Paralai by Marsh.
A very small percentage came on, as the majority of plants
from the Nilgiris had. got heated on their long journey,
and the seedlings were the only ones to come on at all. This
was entirely due to luck, through Marsh’s discovering the
necessity for shading them. This he did about August,
whilst walking to a new nursery just being made, when,
seeing loose bark off some of the felled trees, he remarked
to me that in the Nilgiris all plants had to be shaded against
the sun, but as there was no sun up here, it did not seem
necessary; still, as the bark was lying about, we started in
and shaded about 20 to 30 seedlings, with the result that
within a week the difference between those shaded and the
others was so marked that he collected all the available
labour and shaded the rest.

When the Anamallai ghat road was started, Colin
Mackenzie, whgj with Mitchell had got the contract for the
construction of the road, asked Marsh to undertake the work,
and he agreed provided Windle sanctioned it, which he did,
making a proviso that Marsh should employ an assistant on
Paralai. C, H. Brock (Lt.-Col. Brock, 0.B.E., V.p.) was
engaged, and joined up early in 1899. Brock had come out

at the end of 1896 to his uncle Temple Wilson, owner ofi

the Tuttapalayam Estate in the Nilgiris.

During the first period of Brock’s employment on

- : Paralai (which lasted till nearly the end of 1899), 285 acres

“of ¢offée ‘was planted up, as well as five acres of tea, and
ten'of cinchona. Windle obtained the tea seed from =z

L
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relation in Ueylon, with the idea of starting a tea seed

garden, but the jhat was 8o mixed that it proved useless for
the purpose.

The cinchona was partly from a very special seed got
from Java by E. J. Martin, owner of the Monica Estate, at
-a very high price, as the seed was guaranteed to have come

On Brock’s return to the Nilgiris, J. R. Vincent, who
‘had been for a ‘short period in the High Range under the
late Toby Martin, was taken on, and he worked on the esiate
first as .assistant to Marsh, and subsequently as Manager of
‘the estate til July 1908 when he went down to Mundakayam

%0 2 rubber estate, and was succeeded’ by Brock, who returned
-as Manage_r. '

)
During Vincent’s time the rubber was planted up, 250

acres being put under this product, mostly in Lower Paralai

in the seasons 1905 and 1906. It was about this time or'g

Tittle earlier that Marsh ceased to be connected with the '

‘estate, retiring from Paralaj to take up work on the Puthu-
Ttotam Estate owned by Congreve and himself, and Vincent
was confirmed as Manager. In 190g Vincent started the
first tea, other than the five acres already mentioned, felling
and planting up 100 acres just before he left. When Brock
returned he found R, I, Lushington “creeping” with Vincent,
and he stayed on under Brock for something under g year,
when he went to Ceylon where he is now one of the leading
planters, During Brock’s second term of service, he had
“three other assistants, none of whom stayed long. The first

NG st
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was Nigel Primrose, who was killed in the last war; he was
succeeded by some lad whose name has been loat, and the:
by O’Reilly, from the Nilgiris. Late in 1910 or es-ly iy
the following year, B. M. Pellard Urqubart joined up. aud
he remained on the estate till sometime after Brock finally
retired from lhe District.

About 1910 Windle and A. G. Nicholson floated the
Indian Peninsular Rubber & Tea Estates Co., Ltd., and the
Paralai Estate was incorporated in this Company, whose
other estates were situated in the Nilgiris and Shevaroys.
As soon as the Company was floated, Nicholson (the owner
of the Glenburn and Hallacary Estates in the Nilgiris, also
incorporated in the new Company) became the Visiting Agent
for Paralai.’ .

Between Christmas and the end of 1909 Brock received
a cable from London instructing him at once to open 400
acres of tea, a somewhat large order considering the lateness
of the season, and the difficulty of obtaining tea seed, and
making nurseries. He had nurseries for about 150 acres
only at the time, but managed to obtain seed from Ceylon,
probably from the Belmont Estate, and succeeded in getting
the work done, though he was only able to plant up 380
acres. He felled the area then under cardamoms, and the
land right up to the Puthutotam boundary. A fire, which
started somehow on a morning when the land wind was very
strong, nearly burned out the Puthutotam and Paralai coffee,
and it was a tremendous job stopping it, as sparks were
flying right over the Puthutotam hill, setting fire to stumps
down by the coffee store. This planting was not very
successful, but considering the large area planted up, and
the smallness of most of the seedlings used. this was not to
be wondered at.

In September of that year Brock received orders to open

~a further 700 acres on the. Iyerpadi Estate, which had been
i purchased by the Compnny from Mr. Narasiah, the famous

barrister of Coimbatore. Iyerpadi, originally named Cinna-

B
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men Grove, had been opened by Meenachi Iyer, nephew
oi Mr. Narasiah; and’ in the years 180899, so far as I
reinember, 100 acres were felled and planted with coffee;
bt shortly afterwards, when Meenachi Iyer’s father (who
lad been living in Ootacamund) went to Hyderabad, his sor
went with him, and the estate -was abandoned.

The felling, roading, lining pitting and planting of so
l.iz¢ an acreage, to say nothing of the supplying up of the
4071 acres planted the previous season, was a colossal job,
.: 0 it speaks very highly for the capacity of Brock that it
« + done &t all. During this year Nicholson got very ill
« ik sciatica, and handed over the management of Paralai to
N{.sars. Barber & Pascoe, who became the Visiting Agents.

Brock started to get ill about this time, due probably
to mverwork planting up the very large acreages insisted on,
¢ 4 eventually gave notice, handing over to Berny Marden
. March 1912, Marden only stopped. about eleven
o onths on Paralai, when he was succeeded by A. A. Robb,
1 Ceylon Planter who had worked for some time in the
High Range. ;

{n 1911 Brock built the present Group Manager's
buangalow, and started the first factory on the estate.

Robb was Manager till March 1917, when he left, and
his place was taken by Clan Fraser, who had been originally
in Ceylon, and lately Manager of the Surianalle Estate im
the High Range. '

Fraser worked alone on the estate, which had by then
tm divided into three divisions, till the end of the war,
11 Dick Sullivan came to work under him on Lower
psraled, continuing there till sometime after Fraser’s depar-
' . It was during Fraser’s time that the majority of the
‘vovillea shade was planted throughout the tea area.

'
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IYERPADI GROUP

bl emied anlo, U B8 SI1 G W Seciey K8
purchased - Paralai Estate from The South India Peninsular

" Rubber Company. This Estate consisted of three divisions,

Iyerpadi, Upper Péivalai and Lower Paralai, and was
managed by Mz C. Fraser residing at Iyerpadi. His
assistants were W. Wise at Iyerpadi (the original Paralai)
and Wood at Lower Paralai. When the E. & S. took over,
they made this into two Estates Iyerpadi & Paralai and the
management was changed. Fraser left in 1920, and Mr. C.
W. R. Tyler jeined and was made the Group Manager of
the Society’s estates in the Anamallais, and was also Super-
intendent of Iyerpadi Estate. His assistant was Mr. V.
Marden. Mr, . H. B. Sullivan was the Superintendent of
Paralai Estate and Mr. J. P. Curwen was his assistant on the
Upper Paralai division. The visiting agents were Messre.
Barber & Pascoe, Ootacamund. In October 1922 Paralai
Estate was split into two Estates, Upper Paralai and Lower
Paralai Estate. The estates consisted of the following
acreages:i—

IPD UPL LPL  GROUP
Tea . L1637 435 460-50  1,532:50
Coffee — 125 — 125
Roads and Bldg. Site | 20 12 23 55
Sansd s s nodiy | @BTL, 9350 233:99
'Reserve Hoaviihads-02,, 421072 15250 92224

_______,_,_______'.____’__—_____,,

1,098-34  1,041-83 728-56  2,868:73

RIS

Since then 125 acres of coffee at Upper Paralai has been
rooted out and planted with 96 acres of tea and 29 acres
of cinchona. :

At the end of 1922 € W, R. Tyler resigned and Major
Panton Wells took charge of the Group. In 1929 B. D.
Darkin assumed charge of the Iyerpadi Group, and was

w
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relieved by F.<I. B. Diaper in 1934. A new Factory was
built at Lower Paralai Estate in 1926.27 to manufacture the
leat of Upper Paralai and Lower Paralai Istates, The
Iyerpadi Factory burnt down in the early morning of the
31st December 1932, and was replaced hy an all-electric
factory with air conditioned rolling and fermenting rooms,
which was opened in 1934.

A Group Hospital was built in 1927.28 at Paralai {for
the three estates, and a qualified Group Medical Officer, a
compounder and a midwife were appointed in the same year.

The fol'lowing is a list of the staff on the three estates
since 1922:

Iyerpadi Upper Paralai Lower Paralai
1922 ‘
" Mr. C.W.R. Tyler  Mr. J. P. Curwen Mr. J. H. B. Sullivan
» V. Marden ¥ . » T. B. Orchard
: y » E. L. Godley
1823

Mr. Irvine Stowart Mr. P. E. Achard M. E. L. Godley
» I, L. Chaplain : »  W.T.Broadhurst

» W.T. Broadhurst ‘ w W. H. Mariin
1824 :

Mr. Sinclair Harrison Mr. P. E. Achard  Mr. H. O. A. Waller

w W. H. Martin = -7

» G. M. Oakes
V- V.. Marden | -
» B. D. Darkin
. 1925 2
Mr. B. D. Darkin Mr. P. E. Achard Mr. F. . B. Diaper
» C. B. Maggs » G. Bayzand » W.T. Broadhurst
» T. B. Breen » L. Topham »w -W. K, Green
1926

Mr. B. D. Darkin Mr. P. E. Achard Mr. F, J. B. Diaper
» E. S, Conner f
» C. B. Maggs
» H. Mathews
o L. Topham

T. L. Breen
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- Iyerpadi Upper Paralai Lower Paralai

: 1927

b Mr, E. S. Conner Mr. P. E, Acherd Mz, F. J. B. Diaper
» C. B, Maggs » A, Foote

» L. Topham e

» T. I Breen s

§ »w W. K. Green

i 1928

B. D. Darkin Mr. E. S. Conner Mr. F. J. B. Diaper
N. M¢ Callum

: » T. Graham

i w W. K. Green

i

=

& 1929
f Mr.. B. D. Darkin Mr. E. S. Conner Mr. F. I. B. Diaper
] ‘ . Topham ;

. Mc Callum

. Graham

» W. S, Massey

=z

T 1930
Mr. B. M, Behr Mr. P. E. Achard Mr. Creed
» L. Topham
» G. R. Thurnham
1931
Mr. B. D. Darkin Mr. P. E. Achard Mr. A, Foote
3 L. Topham Al »  Sewell
» G. R, Thurnham
» N. B. Cockman
; 1932
Mr. B. D. Darkin Mr. H-'W. Hutton  Mr. R. S. Creed
" » G. R, Thurnham »  N. Cottrell
» N. B. Cockman » A, Foote
5 S0, Vaux Ly e BT B
i 1933 by
" Mr. B. D, Darkin Mr. I W. Hutton  Mr. N. Cottrell
Wi NERY Cockman bk
5 S GV
24 1934
Mr. F, J. B. Diaper Mr. II. W. Hutton Mr. N. Cottrell

W. S. Heron
» G. R. Thurnham
T. W. Rowe




Iyerpadi

Mr. F. J. B. Diaper
. W. S. Heron
. L. E. Stephen

Mr. F. J. B. Diapex

. W.S. Heron
¢ L. E. Stephen

Mr. ¥. J. B. Diaper
., H. W. Hutton
» W. 8. Heron
,, L. E. Stephen.

Mr. F. J. B. Diaper

,, W. S. Heron
,, C. Stewart
, L, E. Stephen

. Mr. F. J. B. Diaper

,, L. Topham
,, L. E. Stephen

F. J. B. Diaper
» S.C. Vaux
L. E. Stephen

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
- L. Topham

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
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Upper Paralai

1935
H. W. Hatton

1936
. W. Hutton

1937
H. W. Hutton

1938
H. W. Hutton

1939

H. W. Hutton
1940

H. W. Hutton

Lower Paralai

Mr. N. Cottrell

Nr.

Mr.

Mr.

7

N

. Cottrell

. Cottrell

. Cottrell

. Cottrell

. Cottrell
. W. Russell

THE KALIANDEPANDAL ESTATES

The first estate to be opened in the block of land now
belonging to the English & Scottish Joint Wholesale Co-
Operative Society, Ltd., was named after the falls in the
Sholayar River, at the top of which the Kaders maintained a
pandal had existed belonging to the Goddess Kalianie, whom
they visualised as a lovely white girl. The block in question
had been one of the original applications, but had never been
taken up, and -was eventually resold by Government to
II. P. Hodgson, who floated the Southern India Rubber Co.,
1id. 1 believe the late J. A. Richardson“was one of the

original directors.
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In 1904, when this Company was floated, rubbcr |

just been started in South India, was supposed to grow Wil
at the elevation of this estaté, and great things were expecler:
of it by the directors.

Hodgson asked Marsh to start opening for him, and in
or about September 1904 the felling was staried on land
adjoining Korangumudi, and on the same side of the stream
as that estate. 1 helped Marsh to demarcate the boundaries
for this {elling, the estale boundaries having been demarcated
earlier in the. year before the south-west ‘monsoon. About
February 1905 the burning took place, and soon after that
Marsh went home on leave and I took over the work of
completing the clearing, with the aid of Mr. Durham, the
Korangumudi writer, a very wonderful man, who ran that
estate till his death a good many years after.

To the best of my recollection the first clearing was
about 150 acres, and it was planted with Para rubber except
in one or two rocky places where I was instructed to plant
Ceara. The whole clearing was interplanted with Arabica
coffee.

In the following September a further clearing on the

other side of the stream was opened, and I had a most

unpleasant experience taking the felling contractor to see the
block to be felled, as without noticing it we crossed the
estate boundary, and were completely lost from about
10-30 A.m. till about 4 p.M. when owing to a break in the
clouds I was able to see which way to go to reach the stream,
which we did eventually about 5 p.M. The felling contractor
and his brother nearly died of fright, cold, and leeches before
we got back to the open clearing once more.

Marsh returned from leave soon after this, and he
planted that cleating, about 100 acres so far as I remember,
. - i

that monsoon.

The following year we started a very large clearing
down below the Waterfall, clearing everything between the
.';?
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fvrs and the estate boundary, the acreage working out at
ALt 4G0 acres, and after the burn-off, Marsh, Vincent and
Uvisped on the river below the falls, and with three road
teicers put in the whole of the estate paths in about a week,

vient home on leave soon after that, but just before I left,

Mr. Welchunan, who had been planting in the Nelljiam-
cathics, cane as the first Superinteudgm of the estate, but he
vic sot last long, leaving within a few months, saying the
viork was too hard, and the life too lonely. Soon after my
retun from leave Hodgson engaged the late Mr., Kinlock as
Swerintendent and his first jeb was to build himeelf a
tumporary house on the site where the first bungaiow was

subscquently placed. Kinlock however did not last long.

e.ther, and his place was taken by H. W. De Salis, from
Myscore, where he had been working for some years. De Salis
Luilt the wooden bungalow which served as Manager’s
b cadow, till 1924 when it became a club for the Company’s

3t s,

Jorcupines cuused a great deal of damage to the young
twor, and Marsh got out about seven miles of strong
thvanised wire netting, 4 {t. wide, which was erected all
v'ung the boundaries, and did a lot of good,

JYe Salis continued as Superintendent till some time
wo i 1910 or 1911, when the place got too big for him, and
v deft and became Manager of the Waterfall Dstate, and
A J1 Sharp succeeded him.

Sharp was an old High Range planter, and had been the
«nd Manager on Valparai and Varatuparai Estates, where
i iid been responsible for opening most of the coffee and
erdinoms, Marsh always considered him one of the best
iers he had ever met, and after he had beén on- Kaliaude-
«anidal for a very short time, A. C. Cotton {Chris}, who had
ceme out to me on Nadu Ar at the end of 1909, went down
‘¢ voork with him, to get experience of rubber. Sharp how--
v1, who was a sick man before he joined, did not stop long,
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but retived home, and Cotton went up to Puthutotar: lor a
= short time before going to Karamalai as first Superintendent.

‘Hodgson for some reason then sent up the e
Mr. Wright (known as Shikaree Wright), who had for many
years made his living in the Wynaad shooting ¢lephants. He
must have been well over 70 when he joined us, I remember
on one occasion, when I went down to visit him, his asking
me whether I had ever known Captain Nolan, and then going
on to say of course not, as he was the famous man who was
killed at the charge of Balaclava.

He did not Iast long, and was succeeded by J. Hatton‘
Robinson. At this period Marsh resigned the visiting of the
estate, and was succeeded by E, F. Barber (Sir Falrless)

Robinson must have come to the estate either late in
1910 or early in 1911. In February 1913 J. A; R, Lloyd
(now Assistant Tea Controller, and Joint Controller “of ‘the
Indian Tea Licensing Committec) was assistant on the upper

200, acres of rubber cum coffee. The lower division, jwhlch

opened was cleared_ in 1913 and planted in 1914 m the lower ?:;;
leIBlOI] behlnd the, 1d bamar : i

Robmson cgnmzued'fas Manager ll Apnl ‘1914 when_

'he went to Valparai to succeed George Duncan whe ‘renrea,
_and the late B. M. Behr came in his place. Belir had been’
L :plantmg for a considerable number of years in the Wynaad_
‘before joining up on Kaliandepandal. Not long after his
arrival, he had a very serious accident, when a bridge on the
lower division gave way under him, and he fell on a rock

on the back of his neck. I was asked to go down to Coim-
batore to fetch the doctor, which T did. After lying in bed

for a long time, Behr was able to get down to Madras for

an X-ray examination, when it was discovered that he had

: broken his neck, and he went home for typatment, leaving

~division, consisting of about 700 acres of cardamoms, and

consisted of about 800 acres of rubber cum coffee, was in o
“charge of R, M. Mschaelscn Yeates. The first: tea to be' -
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Lioyd in sole charge of the estate, Yeates having left to. join:-
vie army. During this period Rohan Fowke visited the

. ‘ales twice monthly from' Udamanparai -Estate (now’ Thai -
Spudi). L

Lloyd lefi these estates in 1916, and was succeeded by
I . Ferguson. During Lloyd’s time the tea area in the lower
divs on was extended to about 200 acres, and he personally
opened 2 small blocks of cardiamoms behind the bungalow.
27

Behr had a curious experience with a iigefﬁ;«hen on the
estzte. He was wakened by his butler one night, who said
tlat a tiger was killing two buffaloes which he had just
bought from Karamalai, so ‘taking his shot gun, with his
butler armed with a hurricane lantern, he went out to see
what was happening. The tiger was inside one of the stables
actvally on onme of the buffalo, which he had apparently
-hased into the stable, so, getting the butler to hold the light
bsa'nd him, Behr opened the shutter and fired at the tiger’s
+-ad, obviously blinding him as he never moved, and another
swt killed him. 1le told us he had used No. 4 shot. The

dmer was an especially large one, in very fine condition,

Mr. Reilly, brother of W. V. Reilly, came up to the
'ower division sometime about then, and was there for two B
y: three years. e

j. D. Brewer came to Murugalli Estate about 1917 and
segan opening in tea, and in the following year W. V. Reilly
wcine up and lived with Behr for a few months before starts
rg to open up Sheikelmudi in tea. Behr left towards the .
.+ d of 1918 and was succeeded by Irvine Stewart, a Ceylon . -
lunter. The opening up of Murugalli and Sheikalmudi
.entinued under the charge of Reilly, with Brewer under him, =~
i1 the latter left the district in 1919 and was succeeded by
. Oliver, who was there till 1921 when he qu’é succeeded
sy T. B. Orchard. :

Larly in 1919, J. C. Beale came to the up‘per division of
¢aliandepandal, and worked there till his death in 1934. '
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M99 the property was gald to e

he English and  Scotitsh Joinie Gu-Uyp e WL aleng

i)
Society, Ltd., with Messrs. Barber & Pascoz as Agents.

B. Orchard left in 1922 for Paraiai, Beiiv taking
his place with P. E. Achard as senior assistani. in 1320
W. Broadhurst came out from hume and was spprointed as
assistant to Irvine Stewart on Kaliandepandal. Mr. C. W.
Tyler, who lived in Iyerpadi, was the first Group Manager
in the Anamallais between 1920-22.

s

In 1922 Major Panton Wells arrived at Kaliandepandal
as the Group Manager, relieving Irving Stewart who went up
to Paralai, and with him came V. Marden as senior assistant.

The ploperty “was then divided into estates, the upper

«  division of Kaliandepandal, being renamed Candura, and the
the lower one Nadumallai. This latter name did not find
favour with Sir Fairless Barber, so the name Kaliandepandal
remained till October 1927, when it was altered to Lower
Sheikalmudi. The reason for the change of the names was
that the estate had a reputation for being very malarious
with the result that it was only with the greatest difficulty
that labour could be induced to come and work there. ‘The
change of name and anti-malarial work soon improved the
situation.. ;

In 1923 L. Topham came out as assistant on Kaliande-
pandal, and in ‘the following year Major Panton Wells left,
W. V. Reilly taking over from him as Group Manager. At
about this time H. W. Huiton came as assistant for six
months, and V. Marden left for Iyerpadi in 1925.

The old Kaliandepandal bungalow, which had become:
the CanduraClub, was dismantled in 1929.

From 1923 onwards the property was developed rapidly,
and many men came and went, few remaining for long.

The Sheikalmudi Group then consisted of the following
estates: Sheikalmudi; Murugalli; Kaliandepandal, lower
ts)
. k’r
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i (buter known as Lower Sheikalmudi), and upper
“isien {leter Candura).

170 acres of (landura Rubber was cut out during the
s 1928-33 and replanted with tea.

Froan then onwards the staff of the group were:—

SHEIKALMUDI AND CANDURA ESTATE

(rour MANAGER, ASSISTANTS
LipoT. SHEIKALMUDI EsT.
\ CANDURA EST. 1924, F. J. B. Dlaper
, (6 weeks)

SUPENNTE&DENT ! :
1924 H. 0. G. Walker £

S921-29 - V. W. Reilly (2 months)
¢+-36_ J. C. Blackham 1924-26 C. R. French
941 G. Bayzand 1926-27 W. K. Green

v A, Foote acted for 6 1928 C. B. Maggs

toathe in 1931)

1928 L. Topham

1 1o date A. Lang 1929 R. 5. Creed
1929-32 L. E. Stephen
1931-34 L. Topham

1931 G. Foote
(2 weeks)

1932 C. Stéwart and
W. Heron

¥

1932-36 L. C. Filmer
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ASSISTANTS
1933 V. E. Sewell

1933-37 C. Stewart

o2 1936-38 S. C. Vaux
1937-40 R. B. Darkin
1938-40 T. C. Hutcﬁinson

1940 L. W. Russell
(3 months)

1846 ©p, A el
(2 months)

MURUGALLI ESTATE

SU?EMNTENDENT ASSISTANTS
1924 V. W. Reilly 1024.25 F. L. Gordon
1925 T Ryan 19‘25 T. Breen g
'1-9_26‘ QBwMaggg 211925 W. K. Green 3

TERRT P HL mioiithy : i

1927-29 G. L. Hay
1926-3% G. M. Qakes
1929 S. P. O’Rourke
1930-31 C. B. Maggs .
? 1929-30 K. W. Rowe
1935 E. S. Conner
(6 ]nonths) 1931‘33 V. E. Sewell

1939-40 E. S. Conner 1931-34 S. P, O’Rourke

1940 to dmek}(' W. Rowe 1933-34 G. R. Thurnham

il

1934-35 L. E. Stephen

Gk ik




ASSISTANTS

_1934-36 S. C. Vaux

1935.36 L. Topham
1935-37 G. R. Thurnham
1937 P. L. Achard

1937-38 L. Topham

- 1938 P. L. Achard .

1938 to date
G. R. Thurmham

1939-40 _L. W. Russell

LOWER SHEIKALMUDI ESTATE

SUPERINTENDENT
192425 V. Marden
1925-26 G. M, Oakes
192529 P, E. Achard
1929-34 J. F. B. Diaper

1933 A. Foote
(6 months)

1934-35 N. B. Cockman

~ AsSISTANTS

1924 H. W. Hutton.

1924-25 L. Topham

1927-30 F. A. BE.
Threadgill’

1928-29 C. B, Maggs
1930-31 T. C. Hutchinson

1031-32 W. S. Heron
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1935 i k. W. Rowe 1933.34. vV, E. Sewell
{6 monihsi

: 193¢ G. R. Thurnham
1935.36 N. B. Cockmun | (6 months)
{2 months) : :
) 193940 C. Stewart
1936-39 E. 5. Conner .

193940 S. C. Vaux

1940 to date L. Topham.

e

e
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