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Delay on relocation of villages in Mudumalai Tiger Reserve

——— to cost govt dear

Shantha Thiagaraj an, TNN | Aug 14, 2012, 05.49AM IST
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UDHAGAMANDALAM: A long delay in the relocation process of
forest dwellers and tribals living in 30 villages, including
Mudhuguli village, located inside Mudumalai Tiger Reserve
(MTR) in the Nilgiris, will cost the state nearly double the
amount in compensation as the number of families in the villages
has increased significantly in the past five years.

Villagers, most of them belonging to the mountadan chetty
community, have been waiting to be relocated for the past over
five years. In 2005, the community leaders approached Madras
high court seeking a directive to the state's forest department to [ at stake: Thirty villages, most of them

. . . belonging to mountadan chetty community, have
resettle them. The court ruled in their favour in 2007 and told been waiting for relocation for more than five
the government that it was duty bound to resettle them. years.
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Accordingly a survey was held in 2007 and around 449 families (1,940 people) from 20 villages in
Mudumalai panchayat and 10 villages in Nilakottai - both inside the 321 sq km Mudumalai
wildlife sanctuary - were found to be eligible for voluntary resettlement under Project Tiger.
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Apr 11, 2015 families who have submitted the claims. "Also a sub-committee comprising the forest and revenue
officials and representatives from the villages to decide about the allotment of land in Ayyankolli,
which has been identified by the forest department for rehabilitation," said A Ameer Haja, deputy
director, MTR. Singh too added that the process of relocation has been speeded up.

Taj Corridor now an animal
graveyard, garbage dump

Mar 29, 2015
Villagers say they had expected to be relocated at least a year after the court gave its verdict in

2007. They say the government is moving very slowly as it is more than five years since the court

Recommended by directive. "We are desperate now. We are farmers and our livelihood is at stake," said the villagers.
Besides, the isolated existence inside the forest has deprived them of hospital and educational
RELATED ARTICLES facilities. Many of the children are forced to discontinue their studies after class VIII.
e Odisha disputes WII tiger count According to Singh, the government has identified 398.47 hectares of land for relocation near

e 24-hour machan census on May 4 Ayyankolli, of which 289.49 hectares come under the Gudalur forest division.

e Economic study pegs value for Sundarbans and Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.

other tiger reserves
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