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Tribal groups set to oppose UCC, say it will strip
indigenous people of their identity, way of life
Prominent leaders of indigenous people feel their opinions were not considered. They
termed the proposed legislation anti-tribal.
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Leaders of Adivasi Gothra Mahasabha in protest to secure tribal rights during 'Nilppu Samaram' in

Thiruvananthapuram (Supplied)
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As the BJP-led Union government tests the waters over its plan

to table a Bill to implement the Uniform Civil Code (UCC), the

objections of the Muslim — and even Christian — community is

well known.
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What is less well known is that tribal communities, too, have

serious reservations over the UCC and fear it will impact their

unique customs and traditions at a time there is already a

concerted e!ort to “bring them into the Hindu fold”.

The contentious UCC issue once again hit the headlines when

Prime Minister Narendra Modi invoked it at a BJP-organised

event in Bhopal on 27 June.

Tribal leaders South First spoke to are strongly opposed to the

proposal. They felt the government had not considered their

views and termed the proposal on UCC anti-tribal.

Incidentally, Modi raised the UCC issue — one of the BJP’s poll

promises — a few days after the 22nd Law Commission of India

had sought views of the public on such a code.

Related: Muslim League to fight Union
government’s move on UCC

‘Impact on tribals not considered’

Tribal leaders felt

that while the impact

of UCC on minority

communities was

being discussed

threadbare, its e!ect

on the indigenous

people has not been

Modi speaking during ‘Mera Booth Sabse Majboot’

campaign in Bhopal. (Twitter)

Sign Up For Our

Newsletter

Subscribe to our mailing list to
receive daily updates direct to

your inbox.

Email Address *

Name *

SIGN UP

it is
creating
Kerala’s
first
climate
refugees



SEPTEMBER

8, 2023

Kerala
bypoll:
UDF’s
Chandy
Oommen
rides on
father’s
legacy to
win
Puthuppally
by a
massive
margin



SEPTEMBER

8, 2023

Subscribe to Our Newsletter

https://thesouthfirst.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Modi-speaking-during.jpg
https://thesouthfirst.com/politics/pm-modi-invokes-ucc-ahead-of-polls-in-hindi-hindu-heartland-states-opposition-points-pm-to-real-issues/
https://thesouthfirst.com/kerala/muslim-league-to-fight-union-governments-move-to-implement-ucc-legally-and-politically/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CUVbncv36ZJj4OciJ-wbGp4fwAv2HtONyv6vw8uAR3NkeEAEg9srHlgFgufC_gNgBoAGHg7_3A8gBAqgDAcgDyQSqBP0CT9ADU9-0iYE6wp_xVXmmkd3_NqQ57GJGwQPKL_wVtuoRFM-eSFDd96MkZeuS26MtMlNODKQQ7fTaCTnU3ImPF5EZHTd19fvwChzApl6CUmGZDBlHAgdGWGD7NGBYG3ACUPbv5VttDXHPQhHnEztdT6hNEgkG9G2n7OPG846ZwfY0jJDXk9yNv7QO7LKymEbt6Ncn-EguYBSiETsbrkM8xtLQOq49NzoBHeVRRxxuwhXMGfejY4Ps8unTo6CHGNTr1BH45cODavViSfH33t--Smkd5dvc1h4y4o3GEZ2a0bdRJIn98L5907spwwcSQZNJgc5t6vaSD9inLWAtNlFx09wlkYFcQMiaEfeDEZ2t6kTD__ic-6fu7xzNl2WDhWieIPlgMPqR8Lh4cJcnGtmr6bILI6weTEUpTVIvXsvKtIUNTKxi8WIAEMzjIAcWT2KpXQGjf-wO3IsuXCLjmpOTp3XdfAxPYmA3pU1S8GhXJUPVKTKhjsQQ8NVXNPRqwAS7lLrfsgSIBZ6a4vdLoAYCgAfx6fWGAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCBYIgOGAEBABGB8yAqoCOgKAQEi9_cE6sQkoIwuLutgdG4AKAZgLAcgLAaoNAkJFyA0B2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImPnM7uyagQMVyMTeCh3G0wEuEAEYASAAEgIJLvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSGwBpAlJWrrHB4znKVwO4M7_U50mRM4SSdxFB_BgB&sig=AOD64_0aKQHQrAjIMP21xQ6Di3RsyMSj3Q&client=ca-pub-1283709692472644&rf=2&nb=17&adurl=https://www.lightinthebox.com/e/fc/0_0_SL290973%3Flitb_from%3Dpaid_adwords_display%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_source%3Dgoogle_display%26utm_campaign%3D20383829278151060908603%26adword_mt%3D%26adword_ct%3D670099776702%26adword_kw%3D%26adword_pos%3D%26adword_pl%3Dthesouthfirst.com%26adword_net%3Dd%26adword_tar%3Dtaxonomy_segment_1019%26adw_src_id%3D585536305_20383829278_151060908603_%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMImPnM7uyagQMVyMTeCh3G0wEuEAEYASAAEgIJLvD_BwE
https://thesouthfirst.com/kerala/a-sinking-scenic-cluster-of-islets-in-kollam-district-throws-up-the-first-climate-refugees-of-kerala/
https://thesouthfirst.com/kerala/kerala-bypoll-udfs-chandy-oommen-rides-on-fathers-legacy-to-win-puthuppally-by-a-massive-margin/
https://thesouthfirst.com/kerala/a-sinking-scenic-cluster-of-islets-in-kollam-district-throws-up-the-first-climate-refugees-of-kerala/
https://thesouthfirst.com/kerala/kerala-bypoll-udfs-chandy-oommen-rides-on-fathers-legacy-to-win-puthuppally-by-a-massive-margin/
https://thesouthfirst.com/kerala/kerala-bypoll-udfs-chandy-oommen-rides-on-fathers-legacy-to-win-puthuppally-by-a-massive-margin/


considered.

They expressed the fear that the implementation of the UCC

would pose a threat to their identity and, eventually, their very

existence itself.

It would be pertinent to note here that tribal organisations in

North India have already opposed the proposed legislation,

saying it would a!ect the Constitution-granted special status

that assured them rights over jal (water) jungle (forest), and

zameen (land).

The UCC envisages a uniform legal framework for all citizens,

irrespective of their religion, and was one of the BJP’s poll

promises.

With more leaders raising apprehensions over the UCC, former

minister of state for law SP Singh Baghel tried to allay fears. He

clarified that the proposed legislation would not a!ect the tribal

rights and customs in the Northeast and other parts of the

country. Baghel is currently the minister of state for health.

Related: AIADMK, the BJP’s southern ally, says it
will oppose the UCC

Adivasi Gothra Mahasabha to hold
protest 

Tribal leaders in Kerala were the first to oppose the proposed

UCC. Adivasi Gothra Mahasabha president M Geethanandan

told South First that the UCC would be detrimental to the

indigenous people of the country.

“Currently, the discussion on the Uniform Civil Code is on its

possible impact on minority communities such as Muslims. But

a new legislation would a!ect the indigenous people the most,

and the tribespeople in Kerala have reached a consensus to
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oppose the UCC,” he said.

Geethanandan said the Adivasi Gothra

Mahasabha would hold a protest on 9 August,

the International Day of World’s Indigenous

People, in Kochi.

“The laws that the indigenous people follow are

framed based on those communities’ customary

practices. There is a huge disparity in these laws

existing in di!erent parts of the country.

Currently, there is no clarity on how the 22nd

Law Commission will address such issues,” he

added.

Adivasi leader CK Janu of the Janadhipathya Rashtreeya Party

(JRP), a member of the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance

(NDA) government, also voiced her opposition to the proposed

legislation.

“The Adivasi way of life is beyond the ambit of laws governing

other civilians in the country. The identity and existence of

human beings should never be wrecked. It should be sustained,”

she told a private television news channel.

“We don’t need development and infrastructure at the risk of

losing our identity. This (laws governing Adivasis) doesn’t

adversely a!ect anything in the country,” she further said.

She added that JRP would continue to voice its opposition to the

UCC from within the NDA.

Related: Will Jagan o!er BJP ‘the force of nine’ for
UCC in Rajya Sabha?

‘Ploy to create rift between tribals,
others’

CK Janu.

(Facebook)
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Several tribal outfits in Andhra Pradesh, too, raised their voice

against the UCC.

Girijana Sangham, a tribal body in the Visakhapatnam Agency

area, asserted that it would oppose the implementation of the

uniform code.

“Tribals are the original natives of this land and country. The

UCC is only a ploy by the union government to create a rift

among tribespeople, the public, and other religions. We will

oppose it,” Girijana Sangham’s national executive member G

Appalanarasa told South First.

“Our Constitution safeguards and protects several castes, creeds,

communities, and religions, and their distinct cultures. Who is

this Union government to destroy it?”

He added that the Sangham would hold a meeting with its

district committees in Andhra Pradesh to chart out its future

course of action.

Adhi Kumaran, the secretary of Palankudi Nala Urimai Sangam, a

tribal organisation from Tamil Nadu, said most tribal

communities in that state were not fully aware of the UCC.

“There is no doubt that it will a!ect the education and

employment of the tribal community members. We are making

e!orts to create awareness among the tribespeople. We also

believe that the Tamil Nadu government will not agree to the

civil code,” he told South First.

Related: Owaisi slams PM Modi over comments
on Uniform Civil Code

Threat to tribal identity

Balu Gadi, the state co-convener of the Rythu Swarajya Vedika, a

farmers’ organisation, and a tribal rights activist in Telangana,

https://thesouthfirst.com/pti/owaisi-slams-modi-uniform-civil-code-triple-talaq-pasmanda-muslims/


drew attention to another aspect.

“The implementation of the UCC is wrong. The tribals’ identity

will be lost. Even in tribal communities, there are Particularly

Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG), and non-PVTG groups. The

PVTG groups are extremely vulnerable. Many of them know

nothing about the mainland Hindu society,” he told South First.

He felt clubbing indigenous people with the Hindu society would

lead to the former losing their identity and rights.

“The UCC should be implemented after caste is eradicated,” he

added.

Juwala Bapuji, the state secretary of Andhra Pradesh Vyavasaya

Vruthidarula Union said Adivasis, historically, were not Hindus,

and they did not belong to any of the four Varna’s specified in the

caste system.

The Varna system described in Dharma Sasthras divides society

into four: Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishya and Shudras. Those who

commit grievous sins are ostracised from the system and are

considered untouchables.

“It is an ongoing debate. Even the Hindu Succession Act doesn’t

apply to Adivasi women. They don’t have property rights. In this

case, how will you put Adivasis and Hindus under one umbrella?

The Adivasi customs, rituals, their way of living —  everything is

di!erent from the way Hindus live,” Bapuji pointed out.

However, he opined that there was a need for a dialogue with

community leaders and members to understand the stand of the

indigenous people on the UCC.

“Adivasis still worship Mother Nature; unlike Hindus who

worship Pitru devatas (patriarchal worship). Adivasis worship

matru devathas (matrilinear worship). Even Ambedkar said UCC

should be implemented when caste is eradicated. Even now,
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