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A Catholic priest holds a placard with the image of Jesuit priest Father Stan Swamy during a protest

against his arrest in Jharkhand. | Noah Seelam/AFP

Since the death of the 84-year-old renowned human rights activist Fr. Stan

Swamy (trained as a Jesuit priest), in judicial custody on July 5th, 2021, which

was actually an institutional murder orchestrated by the Indian state, a billion-

dollar question has arisen in the minds of millions in India and abroad. Was Fr.

Stan Swamy a martyr or a traitor?

I would indeed say that he is a martyr for millions of us, who believe in human

rights, dignity and freedom of expression. But he was a traitor for the Indian

state and the right-wing Hindutva forces, who are violate human rights and

dignity and freedom of expression in India. But is it so simple? Of course, it isn’t.

Let us delve deeper into this.
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A Jesuit activist, Dr Prakash Louis, who is very much engaged with the issues for

which Fr Stan dedicated his life, has attempted to respond to the question with

facts and figures through his book Fr. Stan Swamy: Maoist or Martyr? Fr Prakash

has chosen an apt time as the Indian state and the right-wing Hindutva forces bat

hard, manipulate facts and argue irrationally to tag Fr Stan as one of the traitors

of India, who was engaged in Maoist activities, waging war against the Indian

state, intending to overthrow it and capture power. The allegations are baseless

and irrational and also fictitious and ridiculous.

In this foreword, I would like to present some answers to the

principal question as to why the Indian State and the right wing

Hindutva forces were afraid of an 84-year-old activist? Why was

he implicated, imprisoned and systematically murdered?

I knew Fr Stan Swamy for more than a decade. We worked together for a couple

of years against the state-sponsored gross violations of the human rights of the

Adivasis. We travelled together several times inside the dense forests of located

in the portions of the so-called Red Corridor which lie within in the Jharkhand,

while conducting fact-finding missions, looking into the brutal killing of innocent

Adivasis by security forces. Fr. Stan was a fearless, tireless, sensitive and brave

human rights activist. Needless to say, he was a great fighter, crusader and
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scholar.

In 1980s, when Fr. Stan encountered Adivasis in Jharkhand, he found that

millions of them were alienated from their land, territory and resources under

the guise of national development. The Indian state had made them resourceless,

homeless and impoverished. Unauthorised displacement, corporate land grab,

loss of identity and culture, migration, trafficking, police torture, false

implication by the forest department, etc. were some of the core issues haunting

Adivasis.

Fr Stan saw the value of constitutional provisions like the Fifth Schedule,

Chhotanagpur Tenancy Act 1908, Santal Pargana Tenancy Act 1949, PESA Act

1996, Forest Rights Act 2006, Samatha Judgement 1997 as a panacea to the

Adivasi issues, so, he advocated for it.

He fought against the brutal killings, rapes, torture, custodial crimes and false

implication of the thousands of innocent Adivasis by security forces after they

were branded as Naxals. His mediums of intervention were democratic,

constitutional and non-violent. He collected fact on the cases of gross human

rights violations, intervening legally through courts and other authorities. He

ADVERTISEMENT

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=ClIZCLGp9ZK_JK_uRmsMP6cKHuAOwk8f5cP-S66CtEauqoYO7OhABIK-w02hg5YKAgMgOoAHUv6HVAsgBCakC4SCitkoXSj7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgT8Ak_QuwNL124lNAr0FhgmpgIFSdToEfLll5Qa2UsdiT7muyaab_15xJWe76zeWrapFA7ukAXw6ZkpHz73jffh9GAijmScCdPzHxIcDqlULd9A-l3GStALHERZG9aWxWgcE06Sp6IX2250fpRrLXG5qbGAgYqpyze33EM5x34y_jhKL77u_1J7eC11-Gvoyo_VU6cWii8rTIPvzYwFIWSYYtkYWE4v8MudER4SXVuP4yIcmArwPZYYcc_jofIzMbUoA5gq4BwLKb1lDy4AQYebxzXM0fNMmwVg_XAKVQ_8PzvMLoU4lGLRQioyBww9okK9rf6l249gInkOWN2YOdK9LRPEiJcgz04AA-UDfM8-vl-j9ecqN0wzwtDLaxNrVCcjRc_LLOU-8iK5ESzHeC9ixkIhc0Uvkr5y5uZenaVZa--V836dKH17YyJdXsyASaA1YNtq66R3z0TP2WZJeGjvoBY5Uh8NbQ2VrHvjq5j2bTb05iUId-WGNDBsP4jrwASH1eCP6wPgBAH6BQYIJRABGACgBi6AB_6k_9oCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAHSCBQIgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgEBIvf3BOoAKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTC9AVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSSwBygQiDp6A4pOMUbQCt-NYIRqEYC30Kc7HPdQwol-C6pM1R_2oB_keygOyfSLonLiXR6ACk6sWyrbMS_jFyJoZl5tWlohMbhUH3hRgB&sig=AOD64_3rTqUUGuvlKCvdd2dL4C3X-o9HtQ&client=ca-pub-8061072468217036&nb=19&adurl=http://www.birkenstock.in/products/bendlow-smoothleather-naturalleather-0-rubber-u-v-uw%3Fvariant%3D39699783417942%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIr4_j6qqr_wIV-4hmAh1p4QE3EAEYASABEgLEbfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C2Z6eLGp9ZK_JK_uRmsMP6cKHuAOwk8f5cP-S66CtEauqoYO7OhABIK-w02hg5YKAgMgOoAHUv6HVAsgBCakC4SCitkoXSj7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgT8Ak_QuwNL124lNAr0FhgmpgIFSdToEfLll5Qa2UsdiT7muyaab_15xJWe76zeWrapFA7ukAXw6ZkpHz73jffh9GAijmScCdPzHxIcDqlULd9A-l3GStALHERZG9aWxWgcE06Sp6IX2250fpRrLXG5qbGAgYqpyze33EM5x34y_jhKL77u_1J7eC11-Gvoyo_VU6cWii8rTIPvzYwFIWSYYtkYWE4v8MudER4SXVuP4yIcmArwPZYYcc_jofIzMbUoA5gq4BwLKb1lDy4AQYebxzXM0fNMmwVg_XAKVQ_8PzvMLoU4lGLRQioyBww9okK9rf6l249gInkOWN2YOdK9LRPEiJcgz04AA-UDfM8-vl-j9ecqN0wzwtDLaxNrVCcjRc_LLOU-8iK5ESzHeC9ixkIhc0Uvkr5y5uZenaVZa--V836dKH17YyJdXsyASaA1YNtq66R3z0TP2WZJeGjvoBY5Uh8NbQ2VrHvjq5j2bTb05iUId-WGNDBsP4jrwASH1eCP6wPgBAH6BQYIJRABGAGgBi6AB_6k_9oCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACALSCBQIgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgEBIvf3BOoAKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTC9AVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSSwBygQiDp6A4pOMUbQCt-NYIRqEYC30Kc7HPdQwol-C6pM1R_2oB_keygOyfSLonLiXR6ACk6sWyrbMS_jFyJoZl5tWlohMbhUH3hRgB&sig=AOD64_0Hi9TpKfIdUJ2NQq-CdatiESeqVg&client=ca-pub-8061072468217036&nb=9&adurl=http://www.birkenstock.in/products/milanobs-veganddust-microfibre-0-eva-m%3Fvariant%3D39699821854806%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIr4_j6qqr_wIV-4hmAh1p4QE3EAEYASACEgK43fD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C6O5oLGp9ZK_JK_uRmsMP6cKHuAOwk8f5cP-S66CtEauqoYO7OhABIK-w02hg5YKAgMgOoAHUv6HVAsgBCakC4SCitkoXSj7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgT8Ak_QuwNL124lNAr0FhgmpgIFSdToEfLll5Qa2UsdiT7muyaab_15xJWe76zeWrapFA7ukAXw6ZkpHz73jffh9GAijmScCdPzHxIcDqlULd9A-l3GStALHERZG9aWxWgcE06Sp6IX2250fpRrLXG5qbGAgYqpyze33EM5x34y_jhKL77u_1J7eC11-Gvoyo_VU6cWii8rTIPvzYwFIWSYYtkYWE4v8MudER4SXVuP4yIcmArwPZYYcc_jofIzMbUoA5gq4BwLKb1lDy4AQYebxzXM0fNMmwVg_XAKVQ_8PzvMLoU4lGLRQioyBww9okK9rf6l249gInkOWN2YOdK9LRPEiJcgz04AA-UDfM8-vl-j9ecqN0wzwtDLaxNrVCcjRc_LLOU-8iK5ESzHeC9ixkIhc0Uvkr5y5uZenaVZa--V836dKH17YyJdXsyASaA1YNtq66R3z0TP2WZJeGjvoBY5Uh8NbQ2VrHvjq5j2bTb05iUId-WGNDBsP4jrwASH1eCP6wPgBAH6BQYIJRABGAKgBi6AB_6k_9oCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAPSCBQIgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgEBIvf3BOoAKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTC9AVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSSwBygQiDp6A4pOMUbQCt-NYIRqEYC30Kc7HPdQwol-C6pM1R_2oB_keygOyfSLonLiXR6ACk6sWyrbMS_jFyJoZl5tWlohMbhUH3hRgB&sig=AOD64_2_mvBVzXh59_Z1mx4CeQeAG984ew&client=ca-pub-8061072468217036&nb=9&adurl=http://www.birkenstock.in/products/oswego-suede-suedeleather-0-rubber-ud%3Fvariant%3D40242252841046%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIr4_j6qqr_wIV-4hmAh1p4QE3EAEYASADEgIfifD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CC8uXLGp9ZK_JK_uRmsMP6cKHuAOwk8f5cP-S66CtEauqoYO7OhABIK-w02hg5YKAgMgOoAHUv6HVAsgBCakC4SCitkoXSj7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgT8Ak_QuwNL124lNAr0FhgmpgIFSdToEfLll5Qa2UsdiT7muyaab_15xJWe76zeWrapFA7ukAXw6ZkpHz73jffh9GAijmScCdPzHxIcDqlULd9A-l3GStALHERZG9aWxWgcE06Sp6IX2250fpRrLXG5qbGAgYqpyze33EM5x34y_jhKL77u_1J7eC11-Gvoyo_VU6cWii8rTIPvzYwFIWSYYtkYWE4v8MudER4SXVuP4yIcmArwPZYYcc_jofIzMbUoA5gq4BwLKb1lDy4AQYebxzXM0fNMmwVg_XAKVQ_8PzvMLoU4lGLRQioyBww9okK9rf6l249gInkOWN2YOdK9LRPEiJcgz04AA-UDfM8-vl-j9ecqN0wzwtDLaxNrVCcjRc_LLOU-8iK5ESzHeC9ixkIhc0Uvkr5y5uZenaVZa--V836dKH17YyJdXsyASaA1YNtq66R3z0TP2WZJeGjvoBY5Uh8NbQ2VrHvjq5j2bTb05iUId-WGNDBsP4jrwASH1eCP6wPgBAH6BQYIJRABGAOgBi6AB_6k_9oCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACATSCBQIgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgEBIvf3BOoAKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTC9AVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSSwBygQiDp6A4pOMUbQCt-NYIRqEYC30Kc7HPdQwol-C6pM1R_2oB_keygOyfSLonLiXR6ACk6sWyrbMS_jFyJoZl5tWlohMbhUH3hRgB&sig=AOD64_1aZJqoVj_qDvdscxY7sZ6tlfYJdw&client=ca-pub-8061072468217036&nb=9&adurl=http://www.birkenstock.in/products/tatacoa-adventurecrosscountry-birkoflor-0-pufoamed-mx%3Fvariant%3D40242284494934%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIr4_j6qqr_wIV-4hmAh1p4QE3EAEYASAEEgJcM_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C3HpdLGp9ZK_JK_uRmsMP6cKHuAOwk8f5cP-S66CtEauqoYO7OhABIK-w02hg5YKAgMgOoAHUv6HVAsgBCakC4SCitkoXSj7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgT8Ak_QuwNL124lNAr0FhgmpgIFSdToEfLll5Qa2UsdiT7muyaab_15xJWe76zeWrapFA7ukAXw6ZkpHz73jffh9GAijmScCdPzHxIcDqlULd9A-l3GStALHERZG9aWxWgcE06Sp6IX2250fpRrLXG5qbGAgYqpyze33EM5x34y_jhKL77u_1J7eC11-Gvoyo_VU6cWii8rTIPvzYwFIWSYYtkYWE4v8MudER4SXVuP4yIcmArwPZYYcc_jofIzMbUoA5gq4BwLKb1lDy4AQYebxzXM0fNMmwVg_XAKVQ_8PzvMLoU4lGLRQioyBww9okK9rf6l249gInkOWN2YOdK9LRPEiJcgz04AA-UDfM8-vl-j9ecqN0wzwtDLaxNrVCcjRc_LLOU-8iK5ESzHeC9ixkIhc0Uvkr5y5uZenaVZa--V836dKH17YyJdXsyASaA1YNtq66R3z0TP2WZJeGjvoBY5Uh8NbQ2VrHvjq5j2bTb05iUId-WGNDBsP4jrwASH1eCP6wPgBAH6BQYIJRABGAagBi6AB_6k_9oCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAfSCBQIgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgEBIvf3BOoAKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTC9AVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSSwBygQiDp6A4pOMUbQCt-NYIRqEYC30Kc7HPdQwol-C6pM1R_2oB_keygOyfSLonLiXR6ACk6sWyrbMS_jFyJoZl5tWlohMbhUH3hRgB&sig=AOD64_3L2k19rnKUga6RBWhKZTeviMILQA&client=ca-pub-8061072468217036&nb=9&adurl=http://www.birkenstock.in/products/bendlow-suede-suedeleather-0-rubber-u%3Fvariant%3D39465979412566%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIr4_j6qqr_wIV-4hmAh1p4QE3EAEYASAHEgLXBPD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C04PCLGp9ZK_JK_uRmsMP6cKHuAOwk8f5cP-S66CtEauqoYO7OhABIK-w02hg5YKAgMgOoAHUv6HVAsgBCakC4SCitkoXSj7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgT8Ak_QuwNL124lNAr0FhgmpgIFSdToEfLll5Qa2UsdiT7muyaab_15xJWe76zeWrapFA7ukAXw6ZkpHz73jffh9GAijmScCdPzHxIcDqlULd9A-l3GStALHERZG9aWxWgcE06Sp6IX2250fpRrLXG5qbGAgYqpyze33EM5x34y_jhKL77u_1J7eC11-Gvoyo_VU6cWii8rTIPvzYwFIWSYYtkYWE4v8MudER4SXVuP4yIcmArwPZYYcc_jofIzMbUoA5gq4BwLKb1lDy4AQYebxzXM0fNMmwVg_XAKVQ_8PzvMLoU4lGLRQioyBww9okK9rf6l249gInkOWN2YOdK9LRPEiJcgz04AA-UDfM8-vl-j9ecqN0wzwtDLaxNrVCcjRc_LLOU-8iK5ESzHeC9ixkIhc0Uvkr5y5uZenaVZa--V836dKH17YyJdXsyASaA1YNtq66R3z0TP2WZJeGjvoBY5Uh8NbQ2VrHvjq5j2bTb05iUId-WGNDBsP4jrwASH1eCP6wPgBAH6BQYIJRABGAegBi6AB_6k_9oCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAjSCBQIgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgEBIvf3BOoAKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTC9AVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSSwBygQiDp6A4pOMUbQCt-NYIRqEYC30Kc7HPdQwol-C6pM1R_2oB_keygOyfSLonLiXR6ACk6sWyrbMS_jFyJoZl5tWlohMbhUH3hRgB&sig=AOD64_39vd8r3XyUeMyEBPGuAj_nZ0fj2A&client=ca-pub-8061072468217036&nb=9&adurl=http://www.birkenstock.in/products/pasadena-iii-suede-leather%3Fvariant%3D40140625641558%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIr4_j6qqr_wIV-4hmAh1p4QE3EAEYASAIEgIAM_D_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CMKDJLGp9ZK_JK_uRmsMP6cKHuAOwk8f5cP-S66CtEauqoYO7OhABIK-w02hg5YKAgMgOoAHUv6HVAsgBCakC4SCitkoXSj7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgT8Ak_QuwNL124lNAr0FhgmpgIFSdToEfLll5Qa2UsdiT7muyaab_15xJWe76zeWrapFA7ukAXw6ZkpHz73jffh9GAijmScCdPzHxIcDqlULd9A-l3GStALHERZG9aWxWgcE06Sp6IX2250fpRrLXG5qbGAgYqpyze33EM5x34y_jhKL77u_1J7eC11-Gvoyo_VU6cWii8rTIPvzYwFIWSYYtkYWE4v8MudER4SXVuP4yIcmArwPZYYcc_jofIzMbUoA5gq4BwLKb1lDy4AQYebxzXM0fNMmwVg_XAKVQ_8PzvMLoU4lGLRQioyBww9okK9rf6l249gInkOWN2YOdK9LRPEiJcgz04AA-UDfM8-vl-j9ecqN0wzwtDLaxNrVCcjRc_LLOU-8iK5ESzHeC9ixkIhc0Uvkr5y5uZenaVZa--V836dKH17YyJdXsyASaA1YNtq66R3z0TP2WZJeGjvoBY5Uh8NbQ2VrHvjq5j2bTb05iUId-WGNDBsP4jrwASH1eCP6wPgBAH6BQYIJRABGAigBi6AB_6k_9oCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAnSCBQIgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgEBIvf3BOoAKA5ALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTC9AVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSSwBygQiDp6A4pOMUbQCt-NYIRqEYC30Kc7HPdQwol-C6pM1R_2oB_keygOyfSLonLiXR6ACk6sWyrbMS_jFyJoZl5tWlohMbhUH3hRgB&sig=AOD64_3qUP5HTK5Uf3bMlLeg_FiZbLaeFg&client=ca-pub-8061072468217036&nb=9&adurl=http://www.birkenstock.in/products/byblos-oiled-leather%3Fvariant%3D40238587740246%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIr4_j6qqr_wIV-4hmAh1p4QE3EAEYASAJEgLuAfD_BwE


exposed these cases regularly through his writings in the media. He trained

thousands of Adivasi youth on the issues besieging them, who then became

fighters for their communities. He conducted research on the issues of

displacement, land-banks and undertrials. He wrote articles on the major issues

related to Adivasis. He was part of every anti-displacement movement that took

place in Jharkhand in the last three decades and participated in almost every

meeting, march, protest, rally and dharna. I would say that he was one who

bravely used the fundamental right to freedom of expression at a time when

democratic was found to be in deficit and when there was no space for dissent.

Fr Stan was fighting for the cause of Adivasis, who were very

close to his heart. His core belief was in justice and

reconciliation.

He would engage himself with everyone who fought for the cause of

marginalised people. This was the primary reason as to why the State tagged him

with Maoists/Naxals. When his arrest became inevitable, many suggested that he

hide. But he rejected it, saying he would face the consequences. Since, he was

always raising uncomfortable questions to the State, he was also ready to face

the consequences.

When Stan Swamy came under attack from the State, it was a big surprise for me

when the right-wing Hindutva forces also began accusing him of proselytising

Adivasis, which was of course baseless. I laugh at the very ludicrousness of it, as I

have never seen him offering Mass either in a Church or anywhere else for that

matter. In fact, he was on a mission of justice and reconciliation instead of

converting Adivasis. He was a true lover of rights, justice and peace, who wanted

to see the Indian Constitution enforced, laws and policies made for Adivasis

enacted and the judgement of the Supreme Court regarding community mining

adhered to.



Unfortunately, in the present era, demanding enforcement of the Indian

Constitution, asking for the enactment of marginalized-centered laws and

requesting adherence to the judgements of the Supreme Court, fall under the

purview of crimes. The Indian State perceives the constitutional, legal and

traditional rights of the Adivasis, including the fundamental right to freedom of

expression, as a terrorist activity, which is why Fr. Stan Swamy was booked

under the UAPA (in Bhima Koregaon case) and sedition laws (in Pathalgari case),

merely for practising his fundamental right to freedom of expression.

The message is loud and clear: anyone who raises uncomfortable questions

against the State, will surely face consequences. Nevertheless, Dr. Prakash Louis

proves with the arguments, analysis and facts that Fr. Stan was not a traitor but a

martyr, whose struggle and sacrifice will inspire many generations to walk in his

footsteps.

Gladson Dungdung is an Adivasi activist and writer.

This is an excerpt from Fr Stan Swamy: A Maoist or a Martyr?, written by Prakash

Louis, jointly published by Sahitya Pravarthaka Co-operative Society Ltd and Media

House.
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