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Remembering Abhay
Xaxa, the activist whose
focus on emancipating
Adivasi lives was second
to none

As we remember Abhay Xaxa's steel, determination, and his
intellect to think beyond the reasonable, we also need to remember

that he fought hard to break notions, build bridges and strengthen MOST READ

a stoic image of the marginalised communities in India. 1 Maharashtra: Two-
wheelers claimed 7,700

Beena J Pallical and N Paul Divakar | March 23, 2020 09:08:35 IST lives in accidents in 2022;
no use of helmet main

- reason

Considering the gravity of the
situation, the state transport
department has directed its staff to
launch a state-wide campaign to
counsel two-wheeler users to make
them understand the importance of
road safety and the legal provisions
related to it.

2 US launches prosecutions
of Chinese companies
accused of trafficking

Abhay Xaxa’s association with the National Campaign on Dalit fentanyl ingredients

Human Rights started in the year 2012, with him being young, full An indictment unsealed in

of energy, and carrying a fire in his eyes. He never had small plans; Manhattan federal court charges the
he dreamed big about empowering the Adivasi and Dalit gz't;];'z::::rc\j/;hsgiilhcgz paasnzve”
communities with access, rights and entitlement. Even though he as three company executives with
was crusading for Adivasi rights, one must not forget that he was a fentanyl trafficking, precursor

chemical importation and money

human rights activist first, with expertise in bonded labour, Dalit | i
aundering.
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rights, Adivasi rights, budget rights, education justice, among
several other subjects. However, strangely, we choose to only
perceive and remember him as an Adivasi rights activist. With his
passing away, the loss is being felt by the entire human rights
fraternity right now.

If there was one Adivasi leader who was trying to build bridges
between the two communities of Dalits and Adivasis, undoubtedly,
it was Abhay.

He was fondly referred to as 'Dada’ or 'Baba' by his peers and
colleagues, which made him more than just a co-worker — it made
him a brother and a friend. Abhay would love to dress up in a suit,
and would ask, “Don’t I look dapper in this?” His face would almost
instantly light up on receiving a compliment.

3 US intelligence report on

COVID-19 origins refutes
some claims raised by lab
leak theory proponents

The report was published at the
request of Congress, which enacted
a measure in March requiring US
intelligence to declassify information
relating to the Wuhan Institute of
Virology within 90 days

US and Canada start the
process of determining
how the Titanic-bound
submersible imploded

A formal inquiry has not yet been
launched because maritime
agencies are still busy searching the
area where the vessel was
destroyed, killing all five people
aboard, the U.S. Coast Guard said
Friday.

PM Modi says HiB visa can
be renewed in US itself

The United States authorities
announced that they will introduce
'in-country' renewable H-1B visas as
part of the people-to-people
initiative to smoothen the process of
H-1B visa renewal for several
Indians who are working in the US
on a H-1B visa.
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Yashica Dutt on her decision
to come out as Dalit: 'The
truth was out, I didn’t feel...

Haritha Haram and forest
rights: How a scheme to
increase green cover has...

His presence at team meetings would mean sparks of new ideas,
different perspectives, and an understanding so sound that it felt
like he was born to rule. He was ready to take on challenges,
perhaps far more than he could handle sometimes, and yet, his
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indomitable spirit and willingness to go beyond his call of duty was
what made him stand out. His humility and childlike demeanour
kept him going inspite of everything happening around him.

Abhay's commitment towards protecting the rights of Adivasis and
ensuring that their voices are heard was second to none. His
lifelong strife entailed bringing the issues of Adivasis and the Tribal
communities to the mainstream, to make certain that the

policies took into account the views of said communities. Through
his being and effort, he touched many lives, with the youth looking
to him for guidance and wisdom, considering his

deep understanding and knowledge of policies, their implications,
implementations, flaws, limitations, while always being armed with
suggestions to improve them. One was often left wondering about
the depth and extent of his knowledge, and how he managed to
acquire so much of it.

Evidently, Abhay Xaxa's aspirations were big, sometimes too big,
with people often failing to live up to them. He would always

say: “My dream is to work for my people, it is my responsibility to
do this, as many people are looking to me for leading the
movement.” Through his life, Abhay inspired several young people
to push their limits and cross several hurdles, which he went
through himself in order to accomplish what he did. As a result, he
was visibly quite excited to complete his PhD, thereafter wanting to
work as a professor, as he felt that it would allow him to contribute
to the lives of young people.

You May Like
HOME | luminisurf

Sponsored Links by Taboola

One of Abhay's deepest regrets was not being able to teach on
account of encountering insurmountable barriers put in place by
institutions, which ultimately proved to be extremely frustrating
and disappointing for him. However, this did not deter him. He
went on to mobilise the Adivasis, and build a strong

movement towards their fight for forestland, water, mountains, in
turn striving to break the existent cultural hegemony.

The tribal Sub-Plan was Abhay's passion. Despite its many
loopholes, both the Centre and States were using the

strategy against tribal interests, which made the activist challenge
and start a movement against it, and claim budget resources as
Adivasi rights. He was part of a small group that drafted a
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Yashica Dutt on her
decision to come out
as Dalit: "The truth
was out, I didn’t feel
the need to hide'

ML

Journalist Yashica Dutt speaks about
writing Coming Out As Dalit, the weight
of pretending to be upper caste, and the
pain that accompanies revisiting old
memories

Haritha Haram and
forest rights: How a
scheme to increase
@ green cover has

- upended the lives of
Telangana's tribals
For 11 days, the Koya Adivasis of
Telangana's Satyanarayanapuram village
camped on their lands, for fear of being
rendered landless. They were finally

evicted by officials, citing a lack of
documents to prove ownership.
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legislation for sub-plans. This was testimony to his uncanny ability
of successfully reaching out to both the youth and the old, the
academics and the activists, while trying to build ways to connect
two different worlds.

Today, we grieve but also celebrate Abhay Flavian Xaxa, and his
immense contribution to the Adivasi movement. He refused to
accept Adivasis as an esoteric-ethnic community, but also felt that
they bring a strength of sustainability, which the wider society
needs to accept. He held conviction about the rights of the tribal
community, besides being a strong believer of consolidating
Adivasi leadership.

His profound commitment to ensuring social justice and making
one believe that without putting the voices of the marginalised —
whether it is the Dalit or the Adivasi community — no policy will be
effective in bringing about development. His dedication and focus
on these issues led him to initiate the National Campaign on
Adivasi Human Rights, in order to help them find their feet in
mainstream society.

Abhay's source of inspiration came from the very lives and
struggles of the Adivasi communities, their culture, their habits,
but he did not want any of this to be appropriated. He believed
another world is possible, where we actively educate, organise, and
agitate against all the injustice that is happening to Adivasis.

The Relli
community fights
back: Sewage
workers protest
against apathy,

discrimination

The Relli community, like other
marginalised communities in India, face
structural and occupational
discrimination even today
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As we remember his steel, his determination, and his intellect to
think beyond the reasonable, we also need to remember that he
fought hard to break notions, build bridges and strengthen a stoic
image of the marginalised. His vision and his call to the nation is to
respect the land, its people and its culture, encouraging all to carry
forward his mission of social justice, equity, and dignity.

Hul Johar! and Jai Bhim!, Abhay — a light has gone out too soon,
leaving a void that will be hard to fill. But, we will refuse, reject,
and resist any labels, like you've inspired us to do.

As we bid farewell to Abhay Xaxa, we leave with a poem that he
wrote:

Beautiful Damaged People

Among the doom and gloom they smile,

Mistaken for idiots by the mad rational world.

The Adivasis, beautifully damaged people!

On the treasures of iron, gold and diamond they sit,
Poor and powerless, holding the curse of nature.
The curse of loving their land , waler, forest,

where they prefer to die as mad lover

beautifully damaged people!

With stars in their eyes, n moon in their minds,

Caste in the USA,

— Episode 10:
Challenging caste
supremacy on social
media, and how

Savarna silence breeds impunity
'Caste In The USA'is a podcast series
examining the pervasiveness of caste
discrimination among Indians in the US,
hosted by Equality Labs' Thenmozhi
Soundararajan. This is Episode 10.
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Thoughts flowing like an un-dammed river

with hearts unadulterated with twisted philosophies,
Religions, ideologies, lust and greed.

Their vision misunderstood as juvenility,

On the face of violence, loot and hopelessness they remain,
Dreamy, defiant and deviant,

Beautifully damaged people!

Totally unfit in the world of money and power,
Locked in the mental asylums of nature and culture,
They are teased, played, raped and killed

With the weapons of development and benevolence,
Time after time, history after history.

The beautiful damaged people!

They fail to understand the logic of intelligent world,
Why mines are important than forests,

Or water become a commodity to buy and sell,

Why love, dance and mahua should be restrained
Why its dangerous lo be David against the Goliaths!
Beautifully damaged people!

The ugly normal people of the world,

Disciplined, insecure, greedy and lusty

Beneficiaries of loot, cheating and mayhem

Fearing to figure out a future of their generations,
Suddenly realising that they were reading their book upside down,
Contused between mindless and mindful, need and greed
Keep pondering why Adivasis stay happy!

For if there is any hope of future for this world,

It is by the beautifully damaged people.

Who among the doom and gloom, smile and survive
In togetherness with nature,

The Adivasis!

N Paul Divakar is the Chairperson at Asia Dalit Rights Forum, and
Beena ] Pallical is the General Secretary at the National Campaign
on Dalit Human Rights-DAAA.
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